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THE NGO FORUM ON CAMBODIA

Working Together for Positive Change

No: 051 neofF/ep
5" March 2008

Excellency Mr. Masahiko KOUMURA
Minister for Foreign Affairs

2-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 100-8919, Japan

RE: Requests regarding Grant Aid Road Project in Cambodia

Your Excellency Koumura:

First of all on behalf of Cambodian people, 1 would like to express our sincere thanks for the
Japanese government’s constant support to the development of Cambodia. However, we are
writing to express our serious concerns and request the government of Japan to take swift and
appropriate measures to address the problems faced by people affected by the National Road No.1
Improvement Project (hereafter the “Project”). The Project is supported through the grant aid
cooperation of the Japanese government and assisted by Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA).

The Project requires resettlement of a yet undisclosed number of local communities (estimated
more than 1800 households). In light of the gravity of resettlement impacts, we have raised
concerns to the JICA and Japanese Embassy in Cambodia since the early stage of the Project
formulation. In August 2007, the Resettlement Action Network of the NGO Forum on Cambodia
conducted a survey of people affected by the first and second phases of the Project. The survey
findings indicate that those resettled are suffering from numerous negative impacts on their
livelihoods and have not received adequate. Please refer to the enclosed report for details of the
survey findings; this report has already been shared with the Japanese Embassy in Cambodia, the
JICA Mission in Cambodia and the Royal Cambodian Government. We are waiting for their
confirmation for an opportunity to further discuss these results with them.

We heard that the Japanese and Cambodian governments are planning to sign an exchange of notes
in early FY2008 for the third phase of the Project. We are afraid that, if signed before concrete
actions are taken by the Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC) to address the outstanding
problems in the first and second phases, the resolution of the outstanding resettlement problems
will be further delayed and the same problems be repeated in the final phase of the Project.

In this regard, please allow us to bring to your attention a case of another project, funded by the
Asian Development Bank (ADB), which rehabilitated a section adjacent to the Project on the same
road. The local communities were resettled for this project in 2000 and impoverished due to poor
resettlement practice. For over eight years, local communities have demanded resolution of the

GEiE £-99 GF Gr8 GRISOES. o UK Tniiie by guig-m  #9-11, St 476, Toul Tompoung 1, Phnam Penh, P.0. Box 2295 Phnom Penh-3
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problems to ADB and RGC. To this day, however, no adequate grievance has been delivered and
communities continue to suffer. It should be emphasized that such poor resettlement practice is
prevalent in infrastructure projects in Cambodia.

Therefore, we hereby request that the Japanese government takes all necessary measures to ensure
that the Project will not follow the same mistakes made in other road rehabilitation projects in
Cambodia. The enclosed report provides a number of concrete recommendations. In particular, we
strongly request that Japanese government ensures that the following actions are under-taken by
RGC before signing the exchange of notes for the third phase of the Project:

1) Second-round compensation based on replacement cost is provided to people affected by the
first and second phases of the Project;

2) Remedial measures with specific timeframe and budget are planned in consultation with
affected communities and NGOs to address the outstanding problems in the first and second
phases;

3) Surveys of the Project’s impacts on the livelihoods of people affected by the first and second
phases are conducted, and a comprehensive program to assist restoration of their livelihoods is
planned in consultation with affected communities and NGOs: and

4) Clear commitment is expressed to the Japanese government in a written form that
compensation based on the replacement cost will be provided to the people affected by the
Project before they are required to resettle.

We trust that Japanese government will take swift and appropriate actions to ensure the rights of
the people are fully protected. We look forward to your prompt response.

Please accept the assurances of our highest regards.

Sincerely yours,

Wfﬁ

Chhith Sam Ath
Executive Director
NGO Forum on Cambodia

CE:

Ms. Sadako OGATA

President

Japan International Cooperation Agency

Shinjuku Maynds Tower, 2-1-1 Yoyogi, Shibuya-ku
Tokyo 151-8558, Japan
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