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ABSTRACT
One of the strongest prejudices among Japanese people towards Islam is that Islam is
universal doctrine, which unifies all Muslims in the world and rules all the fields of their
life and thinking in history regardless of time and space. It is an incorrect prejudice. The

a

true is that Islam has had and continues to have a number of sects or law schools. The

opinions and interpretations of these sects or schools about individual items are more dif-
ferent than we expect. Islam has been differently adopted according to the situations of

the time and the society. Islam has enough flexibility that it can correspond to the changes

of society in principle and reality, although the "fundamentalistic" view of Islam has been
influential in recent years.

This lack of understanding about the flexibility of Islam often leads to cultural conflicts
between developers and inhabitants in the fields of development in Islamic countries by
making development problems too ideological. We are inclined to overestimate the ideo-
logical aspect of Muslim activities in today's "fundamentalistic" atmosphere, although, in
reality, their activities are motivated by realistic standards. What should we do to avoid
cultural misunderstandings of this kind? We ought to pragmatically estimate the roles or
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functions of Islam in social life, not by its disciplinal implication but by its practical
effects. The author believes that this pragmatism leads to a pluralistic understanding of the
real Islam built in society and to a practical strategy of development in Islamic countries.
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