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Dust
« Overplowing and overgrazing are converging
to create dust bowl.
[Deserts and desertification | « China has the strong winds of late winter and
Tron cr False early spring can remove literary millions tons
Al The 'World Day 1o Combar Desertificatson and Browght iz 17 June. i )] Of tOpSOlI onasl ngle day
B. Meorly one-third of the earth is clossed gs arid or semi-orid desert. i ]
[ Anestimated si< million hectares of productive land are lest every vear because of desertification,
land degradation and declining agriculural product raty. 1§ 1
b, More than 110 countries are af fecred by desertificarion, { 1
E Cwer 250 million people are directly affected by desertification and one billion people are of rigk.
These people include many of the world's pocrgst, mast marginalized, and palitacally weak citzens
( ]
F. The African continent is most af fecred by desertificarion, Two-thirds of the centinent is deserr
o dry lands, abnost Theae-quartens of which ane degroded To some degree. y A e g yen (6bilon
Japanese yen) use
5. Roughly 27 per cent of the China's land mass is decertified, with an average of 2,460 square forestation in Alxa.
kilameters of land being lost 1o advancing deserts each year, Mear b 400 millisn people lne in these ] L =9ihla forestation
areas, and the economic loss 1o China has been estimated at around USS 6.5 bilken ayear, ’ I CM0ipoplar trees
¢ . POSES 1000 yen
ERGU| can donate
H It iz estenated thar US$ &2 billion is logt warldwide gach year thraugh desertification

oM internet

( J

The Gobi desert is the biggest desert in the world. i )]

i iihelnner M ongolia Autonomous Region

in North China has...

natural resources

the deposits of many minerals

most of the rare-earth mineralsin the world
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Vocabulary Exercise

OO Match the following words with their meanings.

1) desertification( ) 2)drought ( ) 3) arid ( )
4) estimate ( ) 5)productive ( ) 6) degradation ( )
7) fragile ( ) 8) marginalize ( ) 9) continent ( )
10) evaporate ( ) 11) vegetation ( ) 12) equator ( )
13) alter ( ) 14) adapt ( ) 15) expire ( )
16) evade ( ) 17) endure ( ) 18) dwell ( )

A)  to become different; to make somebody/something different
B) having little or no rain; very dry
C) to change something in order to make it suitable for a new use or situation
D) the process of becoming or making something a desert
E) along period of time when there is little or no rain
F) 1. the process of something being damaged or made worse
2. a situation in which somebody has lost all self-respect and the respect of other people
G) to live somewhere
H) one of the large land masses of the earth such as Europe, Asia or Africa
1) to form an idea of the cost, size, value etc. of something, but without calculating it exactly
J) to disappear, especially by gradually becoming less and less
K) an imaginary line around the earth at an equal distance from the North and South Poles
L) to be no longer valid because the period of time for which it could be used has ended
M) to escape from somebody/something or avoid meeting somebody
N) to experience and deal with something that is painful or unpleasant, especially without complaining
O) easily broken or damaged
P) making goods or growing crops, especially in large quantities
Q) to make somebody feel as if they are not important and cannot influence decisions or events; to put
somebody in a position in which they have no power

R) plants in general, especially the plants that are found in a particular area or environment

2) Read the following sentences and fill in the blanks from the words above.

OO0 Hehad O edd so much 1 scarcely recognized him.
oad Be careful not to drop it; it's very [ O.
oad The pain was almost too great to [ a.
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