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8.7   Directorate of Policy and Planning

The objective of this department is to provide expertise and services in policy formulation, 
implementation, monitoring and evaluation.

Functions:
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making informed decisions on the future direction of the Ministry;
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process.

The Division is lead by  a Director and it comprises three sections as follows:
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8.8 Directorate of Preventive Services

The objective of this department is to oversee the provision of preventive health services in the 
country.

Functions:
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This Division is led by a Director and it has the following Sections:-
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remaining 12 are frontier ports.  Most of the ports which are used for freight to and from abroad have 
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are as follows:-

AIR PORTS:
Julius Nyerere International Airport, Kilimanjaro International Airport and Mwanza Airport

SEA/LAKE PORTS:
Dar es Salaam Sea Port,  Mbambabay Port , Tanga Sea port,  Kigoma Port and  Mtwara Port.

FRONTIER PORTS:
Holili Port, Horohoro Port,  Isaka Port,  Kabanga Port,  Kasumulo Port,  Mtukula Port,  Namanga 
Port, Rusumo Port,  Sirari Port,  Tarakea Port,  Tunduma Port and Mtambaswala Port.
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8.9 Directorate of Social Welfare

Background 
The department’s mandate is to ensure provision of effective systems, programs and services to 
vulnerable groups in the country, through enhancement of the social welfare and social protection 
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welfare services. 
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with stipulated Laws, Regulations and guidelines. 
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Department of Social Welfare (DSW) is headed by a Commissioner who is supported   by four (4) 
Assistant Commissioners, each of whom is responsible for the administration of one of the following 
four sections:-
i. Persons with Disabilities and older persons Services section
ii. Families and Child Rights Promotion & Protection section
iii. Juvenile Justice and Correctional Services section 
iv. Training and Human Resource Development Section 
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Table 49:  Juvenile Justice and Correctional Services Section

Table 50: Persons with Disabilities and Older Person services Section
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Social Welfare Training Institutions and Children’s Home

Kurasini National Children’s Home

Kurasini National Children’s home was established by the Children’s Home Act No. of 1971 which 
was repealed by the Law of the Child Act No 21, of 2009.The main objective of its establishment is to 
provide full time care, support and protection to the most vulnerable children referred from Children 
Homes run by Civil Society Organisations all over the country. The home provide basic needs like 
food, shelter, clothes, education, recreation activities, counselling and psychosocial support to 150 
children. The capacity of the home is to accommodate 300 children. 
Services provided 
i. Counselling and psychosocial support 
ii. Full time care and maintenance (shelter, food and clothing) of Most Vulnerable children
iii. Child protection and school and health support
iv. Education
v. Recreation activities
vi. Referral services
vii. Resettlement Services
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Kisangara  Social Work Institute
Kisangara college of social work was established in 1995, The main objective of its establishment was 
to train child care workers for child upbringing in children’s homes and day care centres, recently in 
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student in early childhood
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Centre with 20 children which students use it for practical. This is a 1-year program enrolling form 
IV students and Para-social workers with Form. IV education. Upon completion of the course the 
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The general criteria for setting numbers are as follows
150 teaching hours per semester
4 tests per semester
4 assignments 
1 Mid Term Examination and 1 end of semester examination
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Ilonga Social Welfare Training Centre  
Ilonga Center is one of the institutions under the Department of Social Welfare started as  child 
nutrition centre; the main  Objective of the centre was to rehabilitate the status of the nutrition among 
the children. But according to the Ruling Part Manifesto, the Ministry is supposed to renovate the 
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DSW institution Ilonga Institution in Kilosa Morogoro, will partly solve the demand of Social Workers 
needs at community levels. Almost 6,000 welfare assistants are needed. Services to be provided.
i. Managing the Institution
ii. Training social welfare practitioners including Social Welfare Assistants 
iii. Procurement of Training materials food and other supplies
iv. Library
v. Accounts
vi. Driving
'���� ����	��;�}
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viii. Sports and recreation activities
ix. Health Services

The general criteria for setting numbers are as follows
150 teaching hours per semester
4 tests per semester
4 assignments 
1 end of semester examination
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 Table 54: Ilonga Social Welfare Training Centre
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Irambo Approved School is a legal institution located in Mbeya Region. The main objective of the 
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Child Act No 21 of 2009. 

The school has a capacity of accommodating a total number of 400 children, 300 being male and 100 
female and it admits children from all over the United Republic of Tanzania.  The school is under 
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the Commissioner for Social Welfare and has a Board of Visitors that is established by the Law of the 
Child Act No.21 of 2009 of which its main functions is to advice the minister responsible for Social 
Welfare on all matters that can improve and meet objectives of its establishment.

Apart from providing basic needs to the children, the institution also provides formal primary school 
education, vocational training and behavioural rehabilitation through guidance and counselling.  
Also the school has agricultural programmes to enable the children become self-independent in the 
future. Recreation is also part of children activities in the school programme.

The institution is located in Mbeya Rural District at Irambo Village. 
Services Provided at Retention homes
i. Counseling and guidance.
ii. Provision of “Custodian services” .
iii. Correctional Services
iv. Education
v. Vocational training Activities 
vi. Sports and recreation activities 
vii. Referral
viii. Income generating Activities
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Retention Homes
The government of Tanzania needs to improve the conditions of the children according to 
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Law of the child No. 21 of 2009 enacted.  The home admit s under 18 years of age children who are 
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children are provided with basic needs, education, medication, vocational skills and counselling.  
The Homes are operating under the Commissioner for Social Welfare with a number of supporting 
staff who is in daily operation.  Currently we have 7 retention homes all over the country, which 
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Mbeya and Mtwara.

Arusha Retention Home 
The government of Tanzania needs to improve the conditions of the children according to the 
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the Law under 18 years of age as Remand Custody instead of taking them to prisons. 

While in custody, children are provided with basic needs, education, medication, vocational skills 
and social counselling.  The Homes are operating under the Commissioner for Social Welfare with a 
number of supporting staffs who are in daily operation.  Currently we have seven retention homes 
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Salaam, Tanga, Moshi, Arusha, Mbeya and Mtwara. The Arusha Retention home was established in 
1973. It has the capacity of accommodating 60 children. The retention Home admits both   boys and 
girls. The institution is located in Arusha Municipality at Unga Limited area near Arusha Secondary 
School.  

Services Provided at Retention homes
i. Counseling and guidance.
ii. Provision of “Custodian services”.
iii. Correctional Services
iv. Education
v. Vocational training Activities 
vi. Sports and recreation activities 
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vii. Referral
viii. Income generating Activities
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Mtwara Retention Home
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established a new retention home in Mtwara region. The institution will serve children in the south 
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processes which were formally involved in giving care and protection to this category of   children. 
The institution is located in Mtwara district council at Ufuoni ward.

Services Provided at Mtwara Retention home
i. Counseling and guidance.
ii. Provision of “Custodian services” .
iii. Correctional Services
iv. Education
v. Vocational training Activities 
vi. Sports and recreation activities 
vii. Referral
viii. Income generating Activities
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Tanga Retention Home
 Tanga retention home was established in 1965. The institution has the capacity of accommodating 
40 children at once, which includes 30 boys and 10 girls. The institution is located in Tanga City 
Council along 15th and 16 roads.  Services Provided at Tanga Retention home
i. Counseling and guidance.
ii. Provision of “Custodian services”.
iii. Correctional Services
iv. Education
v. Vocational training Activities 
vi. Sports and recreation activities 
vii. Referral
viii. Income generating Activities
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process of establishing the retention home in Mwanza Region. The institution will serve children in 
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processes, which were formally involved in giving care and protection to this category of   children.

Services Provided at Mwanza Retention Home includes
i. Counseling and guidance.
ii. Provision of “Custodian services”.
iii. Correctional Services
iv. Education
v. Vocational training Activities 
vi. Sports and recreation activities 
vii. Referral
viii. Income Generating Activities 
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Moshi Retention Home
The Moshi Retention Home was established in 1968 and has a capacity of accommodating 60 children 
of which boys are 50 and girls are 10.  The institution has an area of about 3 Hectors that are used for 
agricultural and gardening. It is allocated in Moshi Municipal Council opposite Mashujaa Ground 
along Mahakama Road. Services Provided at Moshi Retention Home includes the following:-
i. Counseling and guidance.
ii. Provision of “Custodian services”.
iii. Correctional Services
iv. Education
v. Vocational training Activities 
vi. Sports and recreation activities 
vii. Referral
viii. Income generating Activities
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Dar Es salaam Retention Home
The Dar es Salaam Retention home was established in 1962 accommodating 70   children of Which 60 
are boys and 10 are girls. The institution is located at Upanga in Ilala District Council near Regency Hospital.
Activities Provided at Dar es Salaam Retention Home
i.  Counseling and guidance.
ii. Provision of “Custodian services”.
iii. Correctional Services
iv. Education
v. Vocational training Activities 
vi. Sports and recreation activities 
vii. Referral
viii. Income generating Activities
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Mbeya Retention Home
The Mbeya Retention Home was established in l964 with   the capacity of accommodating 50 children 
of whom all were male.   The centre has an area of 2 hectares that is used for agricultural activities. 
The institution admits both boys and girls inmates. The institution is located in Mbeya City Council 
at Mwanjelwa area.   
Activities Provided at Mbeya Retention Home
i.  Counseling and guidance.
ii. Provision of “Custodian services” .
iii. Correctional Services
iv. Education
v. Vocational training Activities 
vi. Sports and recreation activities 
vii. Referral
viii. Income generating Activities
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Vocational Rehabilitation Training Institutions
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����

Vocational rehabilitation refers to any program that seeks to restore disabled individuals to their 
optimal physical, mental, social, vocational, and economic ability. It involves programs designed 
to help persons with disabilities which in one way or another have been excluded in getting basic 
education and who have competed primary education but can not move further in ordinary 
vocational colleges due to some physical, social, economic and mental limitations. It also applies to 
workers who have become physically or mentally disabled in working place and who can no longer 
hold the same jobs they had prior to their disabilities. Most vocational rehabilitation programs—
whether part of workers’ compensation or not—aid the disabled in receiving training for new skills 
and occupations, locating jobs, retaining jobs, and building permanent careers. 

Yombo Vocational and Rehabilitatin centre.
It was established in 1973 as an Eldery home and two years later the Eldres were shifted to
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formal and informal sector.The centre is located at Kiwalani Ward-Ilala district in Dar es salaam 
Region. Its capacity is  to accomodate 150 trainees per year.
Activities provided at yombo; 
�� �
�������;���
�^��
����
�� �
����
������
���	��	�������"����
�� F���/�������
����	'����
- Physiotherapy activities
- Mobility Training
- Sign Language Skill
- Speech therapy
- Daily Living Activities
- IGAs
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telephone and computer repair, agriculture, poultry keeping, 
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It was established in 1973 with the purpose of providing vocational skills to the blind people in 
courses like carpentry, Agriculture and Braille. Its capacity is to accommodate 50 trainees.  It is 
located in Masasi district-Mtwara region.
Services Provided
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It was established in 1973 with the purpose of providing vocational skills to the blind people in 
courses like carpentry, Agriculture and Braille. Its capacity is to accommodate 40 trainees.  It is 
located in Tanga Urban. Services provided include;
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Singida Blind College For The Women
It was established in 1973 with the purpose of providing vocational skills to the blind women in 
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duties, tie and dye. Its capacity is to accommodate 150 trainees.  It is located in Singida region
Services Provided
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It was established in 1988 by the department of Social Welfare with the purpose of providing
Vocational and rehabilitation skills to People With Disabilities (PWDs) aged from 15-35 years. It was 
the registered in April 1990. It is have boarding and day students. This institution was established to 
meet the needs of vocational rehabilitation for disabled students from the lake Zone ( Mwanza, Mara 
and Kagera) in courses like Agriculture and carpentry. Its capacity is to accommodate 150 trainees.  
It is located in Mwanza region. 
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communication therapy; and psychiatry.  These conditions if not attended can impede a client’s 
fullest potential functioning. Services provided
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Table 67: Mirongo Vocational Rehabilitation and Training Centre
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Since 1956, vocational rehabilitation has existed as a tool for both cost containment and empowerment. 
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urban. It was found in1956 by the Commonwealth to train Visually individuals shoe making, 
agriculture, Job training in telephone operator, and Braille.  Services Provided
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Elderly Homes
The Elderly homes were established under the colonial rule in order to provide medical care
support and settlement to the persons affected with Leprosy. The Government took over after 
Independence and the  Arusha Declaration( 1967) put emphasis by establishing more Elderly Homes 
not only for the Sick from Leprosy; but also for the Elders who happened to have no relatives to take 
care of.  The Care and maintenance Act No 3 of 1982 (17) provides for the Establishment of Disability 
settlements and the Elderly homes were established under this Act  To take care and maintenance 
of the Leprosy affected Persons who are also the disabled persons. The admitted ones are provided 
with basic needs like accommodation, food, medication, vocational skills and counselling. The 
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homes are operating under The Ministry of health and Social welfare department and currently, 
there are Seventeen (17) Elderly Homes located in Dar es salaam) Morogoro and Fungafunga, Tabora  
{!���=�#|����=x���"/�U�#����	�U#�;�;�=�:��;��Q#������U#|����;�=�#�|�	�U#������=�+��
��
-Nandanga, Ruvuma-Ngehe of 1939, Mara-Nyabange, Singida-Sukamahela, Kilimanjaro –Njoro, 
Kigoma-Kibirizi na  Shinyanga  Kolandoto .

Nunge Elderly Home
It was established in 1936 as an elderly home.  Currently, is operating as an elderly home and a 
selltement for PWDs. It is located at kigamboni-Temeke district, Dar es Salaam.   Is capacity is to 
accommodate 96 people. Services Provided: -
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Kilima Elderly Home
Is an Elderly institution established in 1920s.It is located in Kagera Region-Bukoba and is operating 
as an Elderly home and PWDs. Its capacity is to accommodate 50 elders Services Provided 
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Njoro Elderly Home
IT is an elderly institution established in 1953. It is located in Moshi-Kilimanjaro region and is 
operating as an Elderly home and PWDs.  Its capacity is to accommodate 50 elders
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It is an elderly institution established in 1967.  It is located in Kigoma municipal and is operating 
as an Elderly home and PWDs. Its capacity is to accommodate 150 elders Psychosocial Care and 
Support
Services Provided
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Magugu Elderly Home 
It is an elderly institution established in 1940s.  It is located in Manyara region and is operating as an 
Elderly home and PWDs. Its capacity is to accommodate 50 elders. Psychosocial Care and Support
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Nyabange Elderly Home
It is an elderly institution established in 1975.  It is located in Musoma district-Mara region and is 
operating as an Elderly home and PWDs. Its capacity is to accommodate 150 elders.
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Ii is an elderly institution established in 1940.  It is located in Turiani-Morogoro region and is 
operating as an Elderly home and PWDs. Its capacity is to accommodate 50 elders Psychosocial Care 
and Support, some of the activities carried out includes
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Fungafunga Elderly Home
It is an elderly institution established in 1974.  It is located in Morogoro municipal and is operating 
as an Elderly home and PWDs. Its capacity is to accommodate 100 elders. Psychosocial Care and 
Support. Service Provided
i. Counselling 
ii. Physiotherapy 
iii. Health Assessment
iv. Provision of Shelter, Food and Clothing
v. Recreation activities
vi. Education
vii. Income Generating Activities
viii. Referral services
ix. Resettlement and Community Integration
x. Supporting children of the older people in Primary and Secondary Education 
xi. Community Rehabilitation Services
xii. Provision of early child hood education 
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Nkaseka Elderly Home
It is an elderly institution established in 1975.  It is located in Ruvuma Rural and is operating as an 
Elderly home and PWDs. Its capacity is to accommodate 50 elders.  Services Provided
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Nandanga Elderly Home
It is an elderly institution established in 1981 under the R.C Church.  It is located in Lindi Region and 
is operating as an Elderly home and PWDs. Its capacity is to accommodate 60 elders. Psychosocial 
Care and Support Physiotherapy 
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Sukamahela Elderly Home
It is an elderly institution established in 1973.  It is located in Manyoni- Singida Region and is 
operating as an Elderly home and PWDs. Its capacity is to accommodate 100 elders Psychosocial 
Care and Support
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Kolandoto Elderly Home
It is an elderly institution established in 1924.  It is located in Shinyanga urban and is operating as an 
Elderly home and PWDs.  Its capacity is to accommodate 50 elders. Psychosocial Care and Support
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Is an Elderly institution established in 1968.It is located in Tabora and is operating as an Elderly 
home and PWDs. Its capacity is to accommodate 50 elders. Psychosocial Care and Support
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It is an elderly institution established in 1984.  It is located in Muheza -Tanga region and is operating 
as an Elderly home and PWDs.    Its capacity is to accommodate 100 elders Psychosocial Care and 
Support
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Ngehe Elderly Home
It is an elderly institution established in 1939.  It is located in Mbinga-Ruvuma region and is operating 
as an Elderly home and PWDs.  Its capacity is to accommodate 50 elders Psychosocial Care and 
Support
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