
COMMON DISEASES IN DAIRY CATTLE  
 
1. Bloating 

a. Symptom 

- Left flank bloat 

- The feeling when touching on the left flank is like touching an inflated rubber ball 

- Other symptoms: low appetite, no rumination, slobber, nervous, etc. 

b. Treatment: 

There are many methods of treatment which base on release of air from the rumen and 

reduction of fermentation: 

Reference methods: 

- Put a catheter through oesophagus into the rumen to release inside air. 

- Using hand to take feces out from the rectum and then pump water in to easily 

stool. 

- Let the cattle drink bittern (3 ï 5 l) mixing with beer (3 ï 5 l), or permanganate 

0.1% (3 ï 5 l). 

- Give magnesium sulfate 200g mixed with 3 l of clean water. 

- Inject a troca from the left flank into the rumen to release air. 

- Besides, we have to give care to keep the cow away from secondary disease. 

 

  

Inflated left flank (acute-type bloat) Chronic-type bloat 



 

Treatment using rumen catheter 

 

2. HEAT STROKE 

a. Symptom 

- Fever: 41 -42
0
C 

- Dry skin, bloody eye mucus membrane 

- High pulse and respiratory rates. 

     - Convulsive 

b. Treatment 

- Keep the cattle in cool and windy place; continuously irrigate cool water into the 

rectum. 

- Spray cool water on the body and use fan. 

- If the cow is convulsive or nervous, we have to take the blood out from the jugular 

vein to prevent congestion and lung edema. 

- Medical treatment:   + Infuse NaHCO3 500ml 

             + Give drinking water mixing with NaHCO3 in hot season 

+ Anagin 1ml/20kg weight 

+ Caffeine 1ml/20kg weight 

+ B-complex, Vitamin C 

 

- Give 5 liter of green tea water (100 gram dried green tea or 500 gram fresh tea with 

one liter of hot water, add 500 gram of sugar + 4 liter of clean water). This method 

can help the animal to recover faster. 
 



 

Open-mouthed breathing (panting) 

 

4. Poisoned diseases  

a. Symptom 

+ Acute type: slobbering, tearing, red eye, diarrhea in some cases, bloody feces. 

- If the toxic affects the nerve system, making the cow imbalance in action, crazy 

running, and round moving. 

- If the toxic affect on the respiratory, circulatory system, painful, fast pulse rate, 

cardiac collapsed and dies within 3 ï 6 hours. 

+ Chronic type: The cattle intakes a small amount of toxic chemical continuously in a 

long time. The chemical is accumulated in the body gradually, therefore pathological 

change occurs slowly and it is difficult to find the symptoms. Liver is the most affected 

and it will be depressed, causing chronic diarrhea. 

 

b. Treatment 

- Find out the cause so that we can stop poisoning. 

- Keep the cattle in windy and cool place in summer time, warm place in winter time 

- Inject caffeine or camphor. 

- Inject antianxiety 

- Inject Vitamin K, Vitamin C 

- Antitoxic: infuse salty serum solution or isotonic glucose 2l/100kg weight. 

- Give Orezon solution for drinking: 20gr in 10 litters of water. Let the cattle drink as 

much as possible. 

Other treatments: 

- Treating bloating if have 

- Treating diarrhea with antibiotics, é 

 

5. TRAUMATIC PERICARDITIS  

a. Symptom 



- Swollen jugular vein (typical symptom) 

- Edema chest, bell (typical symptom) 

- Fast pulse rate, unclear (abnormal) sound (like water inside) 

- Light fever 

- Low appitite, curved back. 

1. Treatment 

- Give magnet to fix foreign body, to stop injuring omasum and periotonaeum 

- Antibiotics: Penicilin 15.000 UI/1kg weight + Streptomycin 5-10mg/kg weight 

continuous in 7 days 

  

Edema on chest and over-swelled jugular vein Enlarged heart due to increase of inflammatory 

exudate in pericardial cavity 

 

 

 


