O OO OO OO O Ol O -1 0120

TI/NoX—)b « T X

£ 2 9 3 B
JICAL ) 7 EFHEFT
2023448248

~~
.Oa«-m )

JICA

* 202354 ~6 R DFE X

[(=HFERE]

TRV

(JICATLF L BHEFRN)

WH M FTRavs sBRERS

o Bt REaQLsUSBFRREED)

AXE BF¥ BEavs sumes

Nk DBEY BB ary snmEes

B8 E TtHEHRAEA

BH EE tEHREE

® FK HERAEE

[a4A]

48 9B A—RE—(HtUvY)
16H A—RE—(E%%S)
178 MIEEH
238 SYAUVHAITKRE

58 1B *—7—

W AAVAC Y s D%
~ZADHEETDONT~
[7Z/xiN—)L1&ENewsZEERT BT S
E7&E.[hP A2 1EIFFIRARADI
BT HIBHNEZEICEEIA TS
ILDARFITY,

OTFININ—=IL- DA DI —(F
LI FURLKYZELV-2HET,

https://www.jica.go.jp/syria/office/others/

OEHA D

201144 A28 A IR D B FREE SMBBIZEELY, JICAY ) PEHEMRIZIREEJICAT
WA OBHEMAICBEERARBREMRERITTOET,

ABTIE, TREBZCHANMNFTT,

*LR—b:  TOUFREBEORE]
O=XHE:
O=XHE:
*a5,:

KERAERES -

* LR—Fk:

)7 TORBEBICHTHIAEDORAEXZIE

'Lebanon Follow-up: Windmill Powered Irrigation Network |
TEL/A/VBEAKREERICHITAIREREAL T IV )
T7y85—4! BERAKRTLE: ! EREERER]

)7 RBEDOEE]

In the early morning of February 6, 2023,

a powerful earthquake of magnitude 7.8, a |

series of strong tremors and aftershocks
devastated the southeast Turkey and north-
west Syria. Syria's National Earthquake

Centre reported that this earthquake was ™& -

"the biggest earthquake” recorded in its
operational history.

The death toll has passed 47,000, tens of
thousands were injured and hundreds of
thousands displaced across a region already
suffering from the nearly 12-year conflict
and the refugee crisis in Syria. The most
affected governorates were: Aleppo, Hama,
Lattakia and Idleb. In Damascus, many
people fled from their homes onto the
streets. In the northern parts of the city,
many buildings cracked and collapsed.

Much of Syria still bears the scars of the
conflict; faced with sanctions, no
reconstruction aid coming from international
donors and its own economy left in chaos.
Many families’ homes have been destroyed
and many people are afraid to return to
damaged homes as aftershocks continue.
Some hotels in Lattakia and Damascus
offered accommodation for free of charge to
the survivors and provided basic necessities.

Even before the earthquake, Syria had the
largest number of internally displaced
people in the world due to a continuous war
lasting 12 years; sadly the earthquake added
a new disaster on top of the ongoing
sufferance.

BEET 7LyROBITHRIELI-EY

Due to the high number of casualties
including trauma cases, many hospitals

became overcrowded. The hospitals
were already experiencing a shortage of
medical supplies due to the war and
because of the earthquake, in many
cities, they were forced to operate far
beyond capacity. Many patients had to
sleep on the floor due to a lack of beds.

The Syrian government appealed to
UN member states, the International
Committee of the Red Cross, and other
humanitarian organizations for
international aid.

On 10 February, the United States
announced its decision to ease the
sanctions against all transactions related
to earthquake relief efforts in Syria for
180 days, according to the United States
Department of the Treasury.


https://www.jica.go.jp/syria/office/others/newsletter.html

Various countries and organizations have responded to the §

earthquake. At least 105 countries and 16 international organiza-

tions pledged support for victims of the earthquake, by offering %

humanitarian aid to those in need.

Many of those who survived the earthquake have been dis-
placed, suffered the cold in winter temperatures without ade-
quate shelters, lacked food, water and basic services... all while
grieving the loss of their loved ones.

The people of Syria have already experienced more than 12
years of conflict, during which many have lost family members,
friends, homes, livelihoods and their hopeful future. The tragedy
of the earthquake comes as an unwelcome reminder of our
vulnerability — destroying what is left of hope for stability,
peace, and a dignified life. Syria is in dire need of the interna-
tional intervention.

(Senior Project Officer, Marah Morad)
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A powerful 7.8 magnitude earthquake devastated the
Northwest of Syria on February 06, 2023 where thousands of
people died, got injured or went missing. Many survivors lost
their houses, belongings and their loved ones.

Soon after the tragic incident, countries around the world
started to send aid items and relief equipment to the Syrian
people.

Damascus airport which was left without many activities
and with very limited number of flights for more than 10 years
due to the war and the economic sanctions on Syria, has sud-
denly become alive and received hundreds of flights per week.

Japan was not an exception, a flight carrying nearly 18 tons
of relief equipment including, tents, blankets and sleeping pads
sent from the people of Japan through Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) arrived at Damascus airport on
February 15, 2023.

Chargé d'Affairs of the Embassy of Japan in Syria, Mr.
Hirofumi Miyake, handed the materials over to the Syrian Arab
Red Crescent (SARC) as an expression of the Japanese govern-
ment and people's support for the Syrian people in this ordeal.

As a JICA Syria Office staff, I highly appreciated the

L | efforts paid by the Japanese government and JICA for

W extending the help to the Syrian people knowing the big
| suffering Japanese people experienced when a “Tsunami” hit

cities in northern Japan in March 2011, and left many residents
homeless, many destroyed buildings, and psychological effects
that were very difficult to overcome.

Today, after more than 10 years of the painful disaster in
Japan, and after experiencing how natural disasters leave
painful impacts on countries and people, I feel that as much as
equipment and relief materials are important, learning from the
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lLebanon Follow—up: Windmill

In the water sector, energy demand is one of the biggest
culprits contributing to its total costs. And in agriculture, farm-
ers face high electricity costs for pumping water for irrigation.

These costs are compounded by Lebanon’s governmental
and economic crises. On the governmental side, large projects,
even donor-funded ones, have failed repeatedly and been
implemented poorly. On the economic side, the country faces
immense electricity shortages that cripple the pumping of water.
Clearly, a decentralized approach is needed to sidestep these
issues.

One possible solution, proposed by Mruna — a Lebanese

startup specializing in sustainable infrastructure — is to use \

windmills. Windmills are a centuries-old technology used to
pump water efficiently. They are still used today, and their de-
mand is increasing with the rise of energy costs.

In October 2022, Mruna, with funding from LEBA-JICA
began work for installing a windmill at the Lebanese Agricultur-
al Research Institute (LARI). Located in the Bekaa valley,
LARI conducts applied and basic scientific research for the
development and advancement of the agricultural sector in
Lebanon.

Mruna designed and manufactured the windmill locally, and
installed it at LARI in February 2023. The windmill is used to
pump treated wastewater from a nature-based wastewater
treatment system at LARI, a system that was also designed,
manufactured, and donated by Mruna. This water will be
pumped into an elevated water tank that will use gravity to
water nearby crops using a drip irrigation network.

On March 1, 2023, Mruna and LARI hosted an event to
showcase the windmill to farmers and stakeholders. The work-
ings of the windmill were demonstrated, as well as its capabili-
ties. In fact, during that week, winds were so strong the wind-
mill reached a peak rate of 20 cubic meters a day. The windmill
has already attracted the attention of the media, where a visit
was made by the new station, Al Manar. With such a successful

N\ Japanese experiences in dealing with earthquake is also of great

N importance and must be shared with people around the world.

All appreciation and thanks to our friends in Japan. You
have our love and gratitude, and we realize the tragedies and

\| grief that you have been through.

We thank your love and cooperation, hoping that this
initiative will open a long path of cooperation and work for the
sake of humanity...

(Senior Project Officer, Marah Morad)
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Powered Irrigation Network |

demonstration, it may be possible to see windmills dotting
Lebanon’s agricultural landscape, helping farmers irrigate their
crops in a manner that requires no electricity, needs little invest-
ment, and negligible upkeep.

(Mruna Managlng Dlrector Nadim Hussaml )
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The Japanese Embassy in Lebanon has
long held an annual reception to celebrate
His Majesty the Emperor of Japan’s birth-
day. It was a much awaited occasion to
join together the Japanese diaspora
residing in Lebanon, friends of Japan, and
business partners and of course, JICA
representatives from Syria office and
LEBA-JICA alumni. After 3 years of
absence due to Covid and to the recent
ascension of Emperor Naruhito to the
throne, this year’s celebration was back
with renewed interest and set to coincide
with the National Foundation Day of
Japan that falls on February 11. This gath-
ering was also an opportunity for JICA to
promote its support to the Lebanese
people and showcase its recent projects.

H.E. Ambassador Masayuki Magoshi
warmly welcomed his guests. As Japan
presides the G7 while holding a non-
permanent status at the UN security coun-
cil, he reiterated his country’s support to
promoting efforts to uphold the free and
open international order based on the rule
of law. He reiterated Japan’s support to
Lebanon’s full recovery while the country
and its people suffer from the hardships
of a multifaceted crisis. He also expressed
his heartfelt condolences to the families
of the victims of the earthquake in Turkey
and Syria, and highlighted Japan’s
emergency relief efforts to alleviate the

* R -

plight of the injured and displaced. sake barrel breaking ceremony “kagami
biraki”, and to raise a toast to health and
The embassy graciously offered a good fortune for the year to come.
promotional space for JICA to showcase
its presence in Lebanon, and a similar
space was offered to other Japanese non-
profit organizations, such as the Japanese
Red Cross, PARCIC and Campaign for
Children of Palestine. JICA representa- .
tives were present from Syria office to d
engage with the guests and answer their
queries on JICA. The stand witnessed a
high level of interest from the VIPs, and ¥
many of them had been to Japan on | %
business or had seen JICA’s support in
the various sectors. Many requests for g
support, joint collaboration and training [g
opportunities were registered from
academic institutions, public institutions,
students and NGOs. JICA’s modes of
support were explained to them, leaflets
were handed out highlighting JICA’s
projects worldwide and in Lebanon, and
contacts were exchanged.

(Local Coordinator, Zeina Helou)

The embassy also had its own
promotional stand highlighting various
aspects of Japanese culture and traditional [§
handicrafts, such as the beautiful Japanese
dolls, origami paper sculptures, hand = _
painted enameled ceramics, paper fans gz a4
and ikebana flower arrangements. The FR&S
reception was a joyous occasion to mingle
with friends of Japan and experience the
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