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UN VOLUNTEER DESCRIPTION OF ASSIGNMENT
Host Entity WFP Bangladesh
Country of Assignment Bangladesh
Duty station Cox's Bazaar, 
Volunteer Category International UN Volunteer Specialist
Number of UN Volunteers 1
Duration 24m
Possibility of Extension Yes
Expected Start Date 10/01/2023
Sustainable Development Goal 2. Zero hunger
Disabilities No

DOA Details

Organisation
mission and
objectives

The World Food Programme (WFP) is the leading humanitarian organization
saving lives and changing lives, delivering food assistance in emergencies
and working with communities to improve nutrition and build resilience. As
the international community has committed to end hunger, achieve food
security and improved nutrition by 2030, one in nine people worldwide still
do not have enough to eat. Food and food-related assistance lie at the heart
of the struggle to break the cycle of hunger and poverty. WFP’s efforts focus
on emergency assistance, relief and rehabilitation, development aid and
special operations. Two-thirds of our work is in conflict-affected countries
where people are three times more likely to be undernourished than those
living in countries without conflict.



Assignment
context

The influx of Rohingya refugees into Cox’s Bazar in 2017 has placed a heavy
strain on local natural resources, service provision and infrastructure,
impacting many livelihood aspects of local communities. Support to local
communities are crucial to mitigate potential tensions between the refugees
and local communities, and to contribute to regional development.
Localization of food supply chain: As a part of WFP’s general food assistance
intervention in the refugee camps, WFP aims to localize the fresh food
supply chain as much as possible by linking WFP-contracted retailers (who
distribute to refugees) to the Bangladeshi producers in the Cox’s Bazar
district. These activities have a high potential to boost local agricultural
production and to provide access to markets for farmers and local
producers, allowing WFP to continue buying at the scale through the
retailers who can ensure a high degree of food quality and quantity. To
achieve this, WFP has introduced Fresh Food Corners in e-voucher outlets in
the refugee camps, providing access to varieties of fresh and nutritious food
items (vegetables, fruits, fish and chicken) to the refugees. Promotion of
market linkages in local community: In local community of Cox’s Bazar, WFP
implements an extensive livelihoods programme to improve vulnerable
women’s food security and nutritional status. The programme works with
women as an entry point to transform communities, through empowering
them socially and economically and helping them become entrepreneurs.
The graduates of WFP’s livelihoods programme focus on business growth by;
1) linking to local supply chains for agricultural produce; and 2) connecting
producers to markets for non-agricultural products. To ensure the
businesses’ JICA UNV Application Form sustainability and profitability,
several market linkage initiatives are promoted– on-farm production is
channelled mainly through Aggregation Centres, while off-farm production
(i.e. bamboo crafts, jute production, embroidery) is supported with a shop in
Cox’s Bazar and other outlets. As part of the market linkage activity, WFP
also collaborates with Japanese private sector to support livelihoods of local
community through training on improved mung beans production to
farmers, and on-the-job training to at-risk youths and women through agri-
process facilities.



Task
description

Task description The UN Volunteer will be based in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh.
Under the direct supervision of the Head of Resilience, with overall guidance
from the Head of Cox’s Bazar Area Office, the UN Volunteer will undertake
the following tasks: Programme Management: Provide project management
support to livelihoods/market linkage project in Cox’s Bazar. Liaise with
internal and external counterparts to ensure effective collaboration, monitor
ongoing projects and highlight potential risks to project delivery. This
includes providing programmatic support and advice to WFP cooperating
partner(s) and support the capacity-building according to the WFP
guidelines. Coordination and Partnerships: Act as donor liaison for specific
donors, especially with Japan. Establish relations with JICA and other
Japanese NGOs, and Japanese private sector companies in Bangladesh. This
comprises support in preparation of project proposals for donors, donor
missions, and meetings in coordination with the management and relevant
units. Duty Travel: This post requires occasional visit to Dhaka for donor
liaison, and Patuakhali and Ishwardi district for cooperating partner
coordination and project monitoring. UN Volunteer will be part of the
Livelihoods team that supports market linkage, engaging famers,
aggregators and retailers by linking producers to WFP-contracted retailers.
In particular, UN Volunteer is expected to contribute towards management
of WFP-Euglena Co.Ltd project, ensuring coordination with different
stakeholders including coordination with private sector partner(s), act as
donor liaison, as well as internal coordination with various units (e.g.
Livelihoods, Retail, Partnerships, Communications) to align with wider
programme policies and procedures. Furthermore, UN Volunteers are
required to: • Strengthen their knowledge and understanding of the concept
of volunteerism by reading relevant UNV and external publications and take
active part in UNV activities (for instance in events that mark International
Volunteer Day); • Be acquainted with and build on traditional and/or local
forms of volunteerism in the host country; • Reflect on the type and quality
of voluntary action that they are undertaking, including participation in
ongoing reflection activities; • Contribute articles/write-ups on field
experiences and submit them for UNV publications/websites, newsletters,
press releases, etc.; • Assist with the UNV Buddy Programme for newly-
arrived UN Volunteers; • Promote or advise local groups in the use of online
volunteering, or encourage relevant local individuals and organizations to
use the UNV Online Volunteering service whenever technically possible.

Eligbility Criteria
Age 27-80
Nationality INTERNATIONAL

Aditional
eligibility
criteria

This assignment is funded by JICA, therefore only former Japan Overseas
Cooperation Volunteers (JICA-JOCV) who could get recommendation by JICA-
JOCV Secretariat are eligible to apply. Please check your application eligibility
on the JICA website
(https://www.jica.go.jp/volunteer/obog/career_support/unv/index.html). The
assignment is planned to start October/November 2023.

DOA Requirements
DOA Requirements

Required
education level Bachelor degree or equivalent
Area(s) of
specialisation

agri-business, rural development or other field relevant to international
development assistance will be an asset.



Required experience

Required
experience 3

Required
skills and
experience

the field of humanitarian, development and relevant areas will be an asset. •
Excellent written and verbal communication, interpersonal and partnership
skills • Understanding of, or experience working with rural communities and
NGOs is an asset • Ability to work with diverse group of individual and able to
work with minimum supervision

Language

Language          Language skills Language
requirement

English         Fluent Yes

Area of Expertise

Development programmes
Community development

Driving
license
required

No

Type of
driving
licenses

Competencies
and values

• Accountability • Adaptability and Flexibility • Building
Trust • Client Orientation • Commitment and Motivation •
Commitment to Continuous Learning • Communication •
Ethics and Values • Integrity • Planning and Organizing •
Professionalism • Respect for Diversity • Working in Teams

Other information
Living conditions and other remarks
Cox's Bazar is a district of Bangladesh and it is famous for fishing port and tourism. It is one
of the most-visited tourist destinations in Bangladesh. The beach in Cox's Bazar is an
unbroken 120 km (75 miles) sandy sea beach with a gentle slope, making it the second
longest sea beach in the world. The climate of Cox's bazar is similar to the rest of the
country. The climate of Bangladesh is generally determined by its location in the tropical
monsoon region: high temperature, heavy rainfall, generally excessive humidity, and
distinct seasonal variations. It is further characterized by the location in the coastal area.
Historically Cox’s Bazar, like other parts of Bangladesh, is a safe place to live. Since August
2017, with the large scale Rohingya influx from Myanmar, Cox’s Bazar is seen as a district
with a humanitarian crisis. Culturally Cox’s Bazar is very diverse and well-known for its
traditional heritage. The communications systems in Cox’s Bazar is well developed and the
district is well-connected with other cities. All the national mobile networks are operational
in Cox’s Bazar. Walking within Cox’s Bazar city is only allowed during day time. Travel by
rickshaw is also permitted within Cox’s Bazar only during day time. Cox’s Bazar has a
domestic airport and is currently classified as a family duty station (Security Level 3-
moderate; Hardship category-D). Accommodations are safe, clean and comfortable, but
basic. The UN Volunteer will be responsible for arranging his/her own housing and other
living essentials.
https://www.unv.org/


	

