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Nearly 40% of the world’s population 
lives in cities in developing countries. 
In 1970, 18.4% of world’s population lived 
in urban areas of developing countries. 
Now the figure is 37.0%. 
 

Cities play a leading role in 
economic development. 
Future sustainable development 
depends on sound urban growth and 
maximization of the benefits of 
urbanization.   
 

Setting the scene 



Shortages of urban infrastructure hindering 
sustainable development. 
In many developing countries, the speed of 
rapid urban population growth often overtakes 
urban infrastructure development. Numerous 
problems associated with shortage in urban 
infrastructure have emerged (e.g., severe 
traffic congestion, flood during rains, public 
spaces piled with garbage, etc.) 
 

Climate change increases disaster 
risks 
Enormous damage may occur when the 
scope and intensity of abnormal 
weather conditions exceed the capacity 
of urban infrastructure (e.g., rainwater 
drainage channels to prevent flood)   
 

Setting the scene 



Questions for discussion 
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 What are the key lessons learned for planning and 

development towards Low-carbon and climate resilient 

city? 

 What elements are the most critical for effective policy 

planning and implementation for Low-carbon and climate 

resilient city? 

 What are the challenges and opportunities for 

municipalities and development financial institutions to 

apply their experiences to climate finance? 

 What issues are to be studied further by development 

finance institutions and research institutions for better use 

of climate finance in climate compatible urban 

development? 

 


