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Japanese Immigrants in Hilo, Hawaii:
Their Literary Activities at Gin-u Shisha Tanka Poetry Club

Noriko Shimada (Japan Women’s University)

This paper examines the history of Gin-u Shisha Poetry Club, which was organized by Japanese
immigrants in Hilo, Hawaii, in 1923. This club was founded for creating short traditional Japanese
poems. Club members met once a month at a member’s home, enjoyed dinner together, presented
their new poems, and then discussed and commented on those poems. They published their first
anthology in 1924, and local ethnic newspapers in Hilo continued publishing their poems every month.
The club continued its activities until the outbreak of World War II, when many poets were
incarcerated as dangerous enemy aliens and sent to detention camps in mainland America. This paper
confirms that the club served as the agency of promoting ethnic pride among immigrants, a sense of

belonging, and assimilation into the local life in Hawaii.

Keywords: Hawaii's Japanese immigrants, Japanese in Hilo, tanka poetry club, Gin-u Shisha,
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Comparative Studies of Brazilian Workers:
Their Living Conditions and Future Perspectives

Ashita Matsumiya (Aichi Prefectural University)

This paper reports the results of a questionnaire survey targeting Brazilian workers employed by a
temp agency in Aichi and Brazilian residents of Nagahama City.

This research was intended to determine how Brazilian workers in Japan have been affected by the
ongoing recession that began in autumn of 2008. The research clarified how these people were
seriously affected. More than 50% of the respondents had lost their jobs, with 70% reporting lower
income after the recession. Moreover, 25% of the respondents had once been on welfare.

After experiencing these difficulties, the respondents now have jobs and continue living in Japan.
We tried to determine who could get a job and remain in Japan after the recession, by asking
respondents about their basic attributes (sex, age, visa), social network such as family, and Japanese
language ability. We also tried to analyze certain factors that will affect their future — whether it

entails returning to Brazil or continuing to live in Japan.

Keywords: Brazilian, recession, unemployment
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The “Range” of Support for Japanese South Americans:
The Situation of Brazilians under Economic Recession

Hiroshi Yamaguchi
( International Exchange and Cooperation Headquarters, Nagoya University )

This paper examines the “range” of support available to Japanese South Americans living in Japan.
Based on quantitative data obtained from Brazilian workers employed by a temp agency, we
investigated whether the respondents had anyone on which they could rely on the Japanese side. We
then analyzed the characteristics of those lacking any means of support from the Japanese side. Our
examination revealed that personal attributes (sex, age and educational background) and language
ability have no significant effects on the ability to receive support from the Japanese side. We also
found significant effects stemming from how long the respondents had lived in their present city, the
experience of unemployment, the existence of family members on whom they could rely (a negative
effect), and the existence of people in religious organizations on whom they could rely to receive

support from the people of Japan.

Keywords: Japanese South Americans, support activities, economic recession, social distance, network
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A Report on the Documents of Isso Shimoyama,
an Issei Haiku Poet

Teruko Kumei (Shirayuri College)

This is part of a research project intended to shed light on immigration/emigration materials
available at and outside the Japanese Overseas Migration Museum at the JICA Yokohama International
Center, in order to raise public awareness about the existence of such materials for wider utilization.
This report focuses on Isso Shimoyama, an Issei haiku poet, who left Morioka, Iwate, for the US in 1903
to earn money to help support his struggling family, but died penniless as a proofreader for a Japanese-
language newspaper in San Francisco in 1935. This report briefly describes Shimoyama’s biographical
background, and then examines various materials left by him, including personal letters to his family in

Morioka. The following documents are transcribed:
(1) Detailed description of the city of San Francisco
(2) Poems written on the books he purchased

(3) Last letter to his brother

Keywords : History of Japanese immigrants in the U. S., immigrant literature, freestyle haiku, Isso
Shimoyama
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Introducing the Operational Documents and Other Materials
Prepared by Working Agencies in Charge of Postwar
Japanese Overseas Migration and Stored in the Japanese
Overseas Migration Museum

Shinji Okano, Yukiko Watanabe (Japanese Overseas Migration Museum)

The history of postwar Japanese overseas migration began in 1952 with immigration into the Amazon
Basin. Agencies in charge of implementing the postwar Japanese overseas migration program prepared
various kinds of operational documents on its achievements. This report overviews the developments
of the postwar Japanese overseas migration program with regard to these operational documents
stored in the Japanese Overseas Migration Museum. It then reviews the operations in those days as
based on a certain operational document on the recruitment of settlers, along with the prevailing social

background.
Keywords : Postwar overseas migration, The Federation of Japan Overseas Associations, Japan

Emigration Promotion Co.Ltd., Japan Emigration Service, JEMIS, Japan International Cooperation
Agency, JICA
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“Last Notes” by Takeo Sugano (1) : The Life and Thoughts of
a Second-Generation Japanese-American Who Has Become
“Japanese” in Japan

Toshio Yanagida (Keio University)

This is a reprint and glimpse of part of an essay entitled "Last Notes" authored by Takeo Sugano, a
second-generation Japanese-American. Sugano had begun writing this essay as a student at Waseda
University on September 23, 1943, when the restriction on drafting students was lifted, and then
finished it postwar on January 12, 1946. In his Last Notes, Sugano shares with us his long thoughtful
life experiences as a second-generation Japanese-American, from his birth in the U.S., through two
trips to Japan, college life in Japan and military duty there, up until the end of the war. The notes were
intended for his parents and brothers back in the U.S. as he braced for his own death, with the day for
his going to the battlefield rapidly approaching. After the war, the notes wrap up with a summary
insight into the social conditions in Shinano-Omachi, Nagano, at that time, along with his own thoughts
on the future of Japan. This is a precious piece of historical literature that illustrates in a soul-

searching manner how a second-generation Japanese-American would grow into a "true Japanese."

Keywords: Japanese, second-generation Japanese-American, student mobilization, diary
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