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Path of a Japanese immigrant to Brazil
— Mr. Matazo Kuroda’s case

Masato Ninomiya (University of Sio Paulo)

[ met Mr. Matazo Kuroda in 1968 during my undergraduate study at University of Sdo Paulo. When 1
visited Fernandopolis in the northwestern part of Sdo Paulo state, [ was asked on a very short notice to
interpret for Mr. Tadashi Chida, the governor of Iwate prefecture at that time. After having fulfilled
this important role, I was invited to join an after party together with others at Mr. Kuroda’s house who
was the president of Japanese emigrants association. Several months later, I was awarded for
contributing to friendship exchange between Fernandopolis and Iwate prefecture. I met Mr. Kuroda on
only these two occasions.

Mr. Kuroda was born in Kumamoto prefecture on November 7, 1900. He immigrated to Brazil on
‘S.S.Kanada-maru’ in June 1924. He showed an exceptional leadership and contributed to improving
the status of the Japanese community living in Brazil. He had received numerous honors including the
Order of the Sacred Treasure, Gold and Silver Rays from the Emperor of Japan on the day of his
demise which became the highest award he received.

This paper traces Mr. Kuroda’s path and great achievements as an immigrant through numerous

letters of appreciation and certificates of commendation kept by his family.
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Immigrant Culture Seen in the New Year Celebration of
Japanese People in Hawaii:Changes and Continuity in the
Immigrants’ Seasonal Rituals

Noriko Shimada (Japan Women’s University)

This paper demonstrates that the Japanese in Hawaii have maintained special Japanese rituals for
celebrating the New Year and those rituals have contributed to building ethnic pride and identity.
Except for the short period of war years, Japanese people have communally celebrated the New Year.
Although the rituals went through some acculturation, even the third- and fourth-generation Japanese
still observe them. Also, new Issei who immigrated to Hawaii after the war have helped strengthen the
Japanese traditional rituals. In late December, every year, they rush to the market to purchase special
commodities, prepare specific foods for the New Year, decorate their homes with pine branches and
sacred mochi, ring the temple bells on New Year’s Eve, pay homage at Shinto shrines on New Year’s
Day, and get together for special celebration. These rituals will continue, while getting acculturated

further, as Japanese people consciously continue to endeavor to preserve them.

Keywords : Hawaii's Japanese, ethnic identity, rituals of the New Year, mochi pounding, first visit to
a Shinto shrine
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Educational Significance of Overseas Study Tour Program for
Making Teaching Materials about Japanese Immigrants in
Hawai'i: An Analysis of Self-Transformation Process of
University Students Utilizing Narrative Theory Approach

Takeo Morimo (Chuo University)
Naoki Tsuyama (Graduate Student, Chuo University)

This research explored conditions for educational significance of an overseas study tour program
and issues of development of the program through an analysis of self-transformation process of the
university students who joined in the overseas study tour program focusing on Japanese immigrants
and Japanese Americans in Hawai’i. In this study, authors analyzed how they verbalized their
experiences, realized self-transformation, and acquired competences in order to deal with global issues
through “Global Studies,” a class at Faculty of Letters, Chuo University, by utilizing narrative theory
approach.

The discussions of this paper clarified that there are four conditions which will make an overseas
study tour program significant: 1) There is a structure for transforming “self-story” in the program.2)
Methods to verbalize experience of the fieldwork, such as one page portfolio and feedback sheets, are
clearly explained to the students.3) Evaluation method such as rubrics is presented in advance,
including educational materials made by the students.4) The program is designed for students to
realize that the transformation of self-story is one of the important elements for competence dealing

with global issues.

Keywords : Japanese Immigrants in Hawai'i, Overseas Study Tour Program, Narrative Theory

Approach, Self-Transformation, Verbalization of Experience, Rubric
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Various Projects Related to the History of Emigrants in
Wakayama Prefecture and the Future Developments

Etsuko Higashi (Wakayama University)

Wakayama is one of the prefectures which produced a large number of emigrants. The history of the
emigrants goes back over 140 years. However, such history is in danger of disappearing. Therefore,
various projects, such as exhibitions and symposiums with the theme of emigration from Wakayama
prefecture, have been held repeatedly since 2009.

This paper mainly focuses on three issues; an exhibition held in 2015, the creation of DVDs
concerning the history of emigrants from Wakayama prefecture to Brazil and education about the
history of emigrants, as carried out for the students of Wakayama University. The author discusses

how these issues were handled and how they affected the people and students involved.

Keywords : Exhibition concerning Emigrants from Wakayama Prefecture, Education for Students

about Migrants, Creation of a DVD about Migrants
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Educational Activities of Japanese Elementary Schools in Nan'yo
Gunto (the South Seas) :

Focusing on “Saipan” edited by Parents Association in the Saipan
elementary school in 1935

Shigeko Kobayashi (Chuo University)

This study clarifies the educational activities of the Japanese school in Nan’yo Gunto (the South
Seas) through the magazine titled “Saipan”, which was edited by a parents association of the Saipan
elementary school in 1935. The magazine is composed of parents’ articles, school history articles,
teachers’ articles and children’s composition anthologies. In total, it has 85 pages. There were two
types of educational system for Japanese children and native children, which were established by
Nan’yo Chou (the government in Nan’yd Gunto). Under this system there were 25 Japanese schools in
1939, which were dealt with in the same manner as schools in Japan (home).

It is considered that there were fewer historical materials for education in Nan’yo Gunto. In that
situation, the magazine “Saipan” concretely shows how the educational activities in the Saipan
elementary school in 1935 were carried out with the cooperation of teachers and parents. This
magazine has two valuable points. One is that it was edited in 1935, when Japan withdrew from the
League, and the other that the Saipan Japanese school was the biggest Japanese school at that time,
which had 8,582 students. “Saipan” records the characteristic information as follows; requests for
teachers and parents, sanitary efforts in school, vivid activities of the parents association, and
children’s daily lives in Nan’yd Gunto through composition anthologies. These are why this magazine

was noticed particularly regarding education in Nan’yo Gunto .

Keywords : Nan'yo Guntd, Saipan, Japanese school, magazine by parents association, educational

activities
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“Strengthening the Relationship between the Japanese Overseas
Migration Museum and Nikkei Communities in Hawaii”
— Report on the Research Trip Visiting Nikkei Communities
in Hawaii (October 15-21, 2015) —

Masako Iino (Tsuda College / Chair, Academic Advisory Committee, JOMM)
Yosuke Tamabayashi (Japan International Cooperation Agency)

The Japanese Overseas Migration Museum at JICA Yokohama aims to “increase knowledge about
overseas migration and Nikkei communities” and to “administer and provide materials and information
on migration”. In October 2015, the Museum sent a research team, headed by Prof. Masako lino,
Academic Chair of the Japanese Overseas Migration Museum, to Honolulu and Hilo, with the purpose
of promoting closer relations between the Museum and Nikkei communities in Hawaii. Hawaii is the
place where the first Japanese emigrants landed, and, today, many Nikkei people play active roles
there, as well as in other parts of the US. This article summarizes the findings and achievements of
this research team.

In order to achieve the purpose of the trip, the research team visited such places as the museums
and the reference libraries, Ken-jin Kai (associations of people from the same prefecture), and a
Japanese newspaper company, having meetings with over 40 Nikkei. By doing so, it was hoped that
the Museum would establish closer relationship with Nikkei communities in Hawaii. Through these
meetings with Nikkei leaders, it was confirmed that the activities of the Federation of Japanese
Societies of Hawaii and associations of people from Hiroshima, Okinawa, and Fukuoka prefectures are
very active and that Nikkei are playing active roles in various sectors of the society. You can find there
have been some Nikkei US Congressmen and Nikkei Governors in Hawaii.

It was confirmed that the Overseas Migration Museum should play a role of “hub” for the
immigration museums and the reference libraries in Nikkei communities in Hawaii as well as in other
countries. It would expand possibilities of various exchanges and businesses of the Museum and, as a

result, the Museum will d lead to support all the Nikkei communities in the world.
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Bulletin of the Japanese Overseas Migration Museum No.1, 2004-2006

Preface to the Research Report

Hirochika NAKAMAKT, Steering Committee Member, Japanese Overseas
Migration Museum; Professor, National Museum of Ethnology

I. Special Lecture

Commemorating the First Anniversary of the Japanese Overseas
Migration Museum
“Japanese and the New World”
Tadao UMESAO, Professor Emeritus, Special Advisor, National Museum
of Ethnology; Special Advisor, Japanese Overseas Migration Museum

II. Articles

Developing Multimedia Information Exhibition System: Focus on the
Computer Integrated Information Exhibition System Implemented
at the JOMM
Tadashi YAMAMOTO, National Museum of Ethnology
Naoki FUKUDA, The University of Tokushima

Development of Learning Programs and Materials for International
Education in the Japanese Overseas Migration Museum: Using the
Teacher Training Workshops for Migration Studies
Takeo MORIMO, Chuo University
Kyoko NAKAYAMA, Kyoto Notre Dame University

M. Notes on Research

The New Era of North American Taiko : Arrival of the Second
Generation and Spread of a New Community
Shigeru KOJIMA, Japanese Overseas Migration Museum

Hawaii's Sixth Generation of Japanese Migrants and Multi-Ethnic
Family on the Photo at Japanese Overseas Migration Museum
Chika SHIROTA, Oita Prefectural College of Arts and Culture
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Journal of the Japanese Overseas Migration Museum
CONTENTS

Preface

Masako Iino
(Academic Committee and Steering Committee, JOMM, JICA Yokohama;Tsuda College)

Introduction to Collection Management in the Japanese Overseas
Migration Museum: Applicability of the Principles of Records Management
to the Documents on Overseas Migration in Japan.

Masaya Takayama (National Archives of Japan)

Bonds of Gratitude: from Japanese Wartime Relief Goods to LARA
Teruko Kumei (Shirayuri College)

Asking the Nisei about Their Experiences as Military Intelligence
Servicemen in Occupied Japan

Hisami Hasegawa (Tokai University)
Tomoko Ozawa (Musashino Art University)
“Liberated Enemy Women” : Memories about their Marriages Told in Silence

Tomoko Tsuchiya

(University of California, San Diego, Ph.D. Program in the Ethnic Studies Department)

Kiyoshi Yamamoto y su interpretacion sobre los brasilefios
Una lectura de “Memoria del movimiento constitucionalista visto desde la hacienda”

Toshio Yanagida (Universidad Keio)
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“Last Notes” by Takeo Sugano (4):
The Life and Thoughts of a Second-Generation Japanese- American
Who Has Become “Japanese” in Japan.

Toshio Yanagida (Keio University)

In 1943, Tekeo Sugano left Seidai-ryo, started living in a lodging house in Kashiwagi and continued
his student life, setting Waseda University’s Mental Science Study Society as one of his bases. While
the Society was forced to “come to natural end” shortly, in the part presented this time, Sugano
introduced the understanding he had reached, reading the works of Shoichiro Kurokami and Koshi
Mitsui deeply in his own way, which he learned in his time at Student Association of Japan, based on
his own experience in actual life in both Japan and the US. Although his notes appears to have just
traced the trail of Kurokami and Mitsui’s thoughts at a glance, they had been created from the actual
experience in social life in both Japan and the US and one can see the formation of unique thoughts of

second generation Japanese descendants.

Keywords: Student Association of Japan, Waseda University’s Mental Science Study Society, Do

Shin(the same faith), Second generation Japanese descendants
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