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The Significance of Immigrant Residents Being “Unable to Move”
During the COVID-19 Pandemic:
Based on Life Story Analysis of Middle-aged and Older Newcomers
in a Highly Concentrated Area in Kanagawa Prefecture

Mioko Tsuboya (Yokohama City University)

This study aims to identify the meaning and impact for immigrant residents of being unable to move during
the COVID-19 pandemic in terms of the concepts of “mobility” and “immobility.” Further, it examines how
this impacted immigrant community activities and participation in local communities such as residents’
associations. To this end, it analyzes the life stories of four middle-aged and older immigrant residents living
in a highly concentrated area of immigrants in Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan. Clarifying the similarities and
differences between their origins and immigratory backgrounds has led to elucidation of the reality of
integration in Japan. Although the interviewees were restricted from returning to their home countries due to
COVID-19, they were able to make a digital switch, utilizing online communication such as social media
services, which might have made their life in Japan more stable. Furthermore, their motivation to participate in
the local community was closely related to their migratory background and the “model story” of their

reference groups.

Keywords: Middle-aged newcomers; older newcomers; COVID-19 pandemic; mobility/immobility
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Sharing and Reconstructing Memories among Japanese Settlements:
The Case of the “Migrants’ Furusato Tour” of the Federation of
Japanese Prefectural Associations in Brazil

Yukako Nagamura (JICA Ogata Sadako Research Institute for Peace and Development)

Abstract

The “Migrants’ Furusato (hometown) tour” was started in 1988 by the Federation of Japanese Prefectural
Associations in Brazil. In this tour Japanese immigrants to Brazil and their descendants visit places related to
Japanese immigration in and outside Brazil. Most of the participants are first-generation immigrants. A feature
of this tour is that the people who “welcome” the participants at the visited sites have active exchanges with
them, and migrant experiences are told and shared. This study analyzes the contents of past tours and the
voices of the participants through documents and journals and examines how these can be used to evoke the
memories of Japanese migrants. This paper discusses whether such tours contribute to sharing, reproduction,
or reconstruction of Japanese migrant memories, and what they perceive as “Furusato.” 1t is clarified that the

stories stimulate sympathies among the participants and help form a positive collective memory.

Keywords: Furusato tour, Japanese settlements, experiences, memories, share, reconstruction.
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Japanese Education Post —World War II
A Case Study of the Periodical “Andes” of the Japanese Teacher’s
Association in Peru

Jose Raul Bravo Kohatsu (Utsunomiya University)

When the phenomenon of dekasegi from Peru to Japan started in the late 1980s, a difficulty in Japanese
language competence among Nikkei Peruvians was seen. This situation meant disadvantages in daily life in
Japan compared to Nikkei Brazilians. The low Japanese language competence of Nikkei Peruvians is
mentioned in several studies but there are none that discuss why this is so. The earlier studies are limited to
only mentioning the situation of Nikkei’s in Peru during and after WW II imposed by Peruvian governmental
measures.

This research paper looks to clarify the factors that may have affected the Japanese language level of Nikkei
Peruvians. For this aim, the Periodical “Andes” published by the Japanese Teacher’s Association in Peru is
analyzed. In addition to this primary source, interviews with three ex-members of this Association are realized
to clarify the basic Nikkei Peruvian society as described in earlier research.

The roles of first and second generations of Nikkei Peruvians, a transition in the methods of Japanese
language teaching and in Japanese language teachers are seen as the factors which affected the Japanese

language competence of Nikkei Peruvians after WWII.

Keywords: Nikkei Peruvians, Japanese language teaching, Japanese language teachers, generational change
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The Matsumiya Family Papers: Documents Related to Emigration to
South America (Part One)

Sachio Negawa (International Research Center for Japanese Studies)
Facundo Garasino (JICA Ogata Sadako Research Institute for Peace and Development)

This paper introduces some of the historical documents obtained by the authors while conducting research
in Hokkaido as part of a research project of the JICA Ogata Sadako Research Institute, titled “A Transnational
History of Japanese Emigration to South America: Migration Programs, Economic Development, and Cultural
Activities.” It focuses on a travel diary to Brazil and two books written by Matsumiya Sekijo (1874-1940),
who worked as the local agent in Hokkaido for the Kaigai Kogyo Kabushiki Kaisha. By doing so, this paper
will explore new sources to study the specific mechanisms and particularities of pre-war Japanese emigration
programs both at the local and transnational levels.

Paying special attention to Matsumiya's Brazil Travel Diary (Tohaku Nisshi, 1926-1927), this paper analyzes
the records of his activities as a supervisor on the emigrant ship Montevideo Maru, and his activities as a
Kaigai Kogyo local agent visiting the Japanese colonies in Brazil. It also examines two books written using the
diary as the main source. In South America, Where You Can't go Carelessly (Ukatsu ni ikenai Nanbei, 1927),
Matsumiya provides advice and warnings in regard to the necessary preparations and qualifications for
prospective emigrants. Meanwhile, Record of a Trip Around the World (Hokumin Shiikyii Yiiki, 1929) is a
colorful travelogue that seeks to entertain its readers with rare sights of Asia and South America. By
comparing the above sources, it becomes possible to gain a new understanding of Kaigai Kogyo's local agents
as mediators between emigration companies, shipping companies, local communities in Japan, and Japanese

emigrants in Brazil.

Keywords:Matsumiya Sekijo, the Kaigai Kogyo Kabushiki Kaisha (Overseas Development Company

Limited), guidebooks for overseas emigration, sailing diaries
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The Nikkeijin Surviving in Conflict-Affected Areas in Mindanao, Philippines
— Footprints of Five Families —

Yosuke Tamabayashi (Former JICA)

A number of Japanese immigrated to the Philippines before World War II as merchants, mechanics,
sericulturists, and carpenters, quite apart from the many Japanese who immigrated to produce abaca in Davao.
These immigrants married local Filipinas and built homes, although some were involved in the war and lost
their lives. The remaining families barely escaped to Cotabato, which was a commercial hub in Central
Mindanao. They lived there among the Filipino community, hiding their Japanese identities amid the

maelstrom of anti-Japanese sentiment after the war.

Central Mindanao is a stronghold of the Muslim community in the Philippines: a community that has
suffered deprivation and discrimination since the colonial period. Conflict had arisen amid demands to the
Philippines government since the 1970s for return of their land and independence. The Nikkeijin people of
Japanese descent, whose status was not guaranteed and who were too poor to resettle, overcame difficulties

and survived the conflict.

This paper sheds some light on the lives of Nikkeijin in conflict-affected areas of Central Mindanao, who
had experienced ongoing difficulties since Japan’s defeat in World War II while still cherishing their ties with
Japan through the activities of the Central and Northern Mindanao Nikkeijinkai, as well as the history of five

families from interviews. It also argues for greater assistance for Nikkeijin in regional areas.

Keywords: Filipino Nikkeijin, World War II, conflict-affected areas in Bangsamoro, Cotabato, Central and
Northern Mindanao Nikkeijinkai
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Passport Investigation Report
— What we learned from the four types of passports on display at the Museum —

Hiroko Yagishita (The Association of Nikkei & Japanese Abroad)

The permanent exhibits at the Japanese Overseas Migration Museum include Kinzo's passport from 1867, a
passport used by Konosuke Otsuki, the first official emigrant to Hawaii, retrip to Hawaii, a dedicated passport
for emigrants used during the Taisho Period, and a booklet-type passport from the early Showa Period. This is
a study of the characteristics of each passport, its historical background, and the history of its bearer, which are
not discussed in the exhibition's commentary. Since this research has revealed the fact that passports issued in
the early Showa period were used to return home, the background to this fact was examined in light of rules

and laws.

Keywords: passport, seal, tariff revision, passport regulations, passport laws
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Magic lantern slides used to promote Brazilian immigration by
Diplomat Ryoji Noda

Kazuyuki Tanaka (Kindai University Technical College)

In this paper, I clarified the production and deployment method of the magic lantern slides used in Japan to
promote Brazilian immigration before World War II. To promote Brazilian immigration, the workshop held in
Nagano Prefecture used magic lantern slides. There are 179 slides in Rikkokai and 16 slides in Miyada
Village, Nagano Prefecture. These slides were projected at workshops by Shigeshi Nagata, who had been the
chairman of Rikikkai, and magic lantern artist Atae Kishimoto, who had lived in Miyada Village. In addition, I
obtained 113 new pictorial magic lantern slides on encouraging Brazilian immigration. An analysis revealed
that diplomat Ryoji Noda filmed them in Brazil with his camera and turned them into magic lantern slides.
Moreover, Noda was the first to use magic lantern slides at a workshop to promote Brazilian immigration and

that some of the slides Nagata and Kishimoto used in their workshops were Noda's slides.

Keywords: Majic lantern slides, Brazilian immigration, Ryoji Noda, Shigeshi Nagata, Atae Kishimoto
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