
 15

JICA Laos 2012-2013

PROJECT ON RIVERBANK PROTECTION WORKS PHASE II
Project period:  November 2010 – October 2014
Project site:  Vientiane Capital, Bokeo, Bolikhamxay and 
   Luangprabang provinces
Project outline: In the Lao PDR, 86 percent of the land be-
longs to the Mekong River basin. Here, land erosion is a concern, 
leading to the collapse of infrastructure. JICA has been conducting a 
program to promote low-cost, environmentally-friendly measures of 
riverbank protection since 1997. The new pilot projects will be con-
ducted in Bokeo, Bolikhamxay and Luang Prabang provinces. One of 
the traditional methods in Japan, “the Soda mattress”, which pro-
tects the river bed, will be introduced to the Lao PDR.

PROJECT FOR IMPROVEMENT OF POWER SECTOR MANAGEMENT 
Project period:  October 2010 – March 2013 
Project site:  Vientiane Capital 
Project outline:  The Lao Electric Power Technical Standard (LEPTS), created as part of the STEP3 proj-
ect supported by JICA, was established between 2001 and 2003. LEPTS was then adopted into the Ministerial 
Decree of Electricity Law, in February 2004. 

In 2005, the Government of Japan decided to continue supporting the Government of the Lao PDR to imple-
ment a Technical Cooperation Project (STEPII) through JICA, in cooperation with the Department of Elec-
tricity (DoE) and the Ministry of Energy and Mine (MEM). The guideline on operating and managing LEPTS, 
including safety rules, was produced and officially promulgated in the form of a decree by MEM in 2007, ap-
plying to power sector development activities for the whole country. The LEPTS Regulatory Unit (LEPTS RU) 
was also established under the DoE and MEM. 

The regulatory work of examination, inspection and supervision for power development projects is conduct-
ed by LEPTS RU. In order to ensure that LEPTS is being disseminated and applied effectively to power sector 
development in civil hydropower, electrical hydropower, power transmission lines, power substations and 
power distribution systems, the capacity of LEPTS RU should be strengthened and its links to the Provincial 
Department of Energy and Mines (PDEM) enhanced – to enforce the regulatory function and also to increase 
PDEM’s understanding of LEPTS, so that the number of electric power facilities that suit LEPTS are increased 
and electric power stably supplied in the near future. 

PROJECT FOR INTRODUCTION OF CLEAN ENERGY BY SOLAR ELECTRICITY
GENERATION SYSTEM
Project period:  2011 – 2012 
Project site:  Wattay Airport, Vientiane Capital 
Project outline:  The Lao PDR prepared its Climate Change Strategy in December 2009, underlining 
that it would utilize renewable energy such as photovoltaic power generation, wind generation and small 
hydropower for 90 percent of rural electrification by 2020. 

The Japanese government announced its policy initiative in January 2008 to assist developing countries that 
intend to mitigate climate change by means of reduction of greenhouse gas emissions without compromis-
ing their economic development. The initiative called “Cool Earth Partnership” aims to support developing 
countries in their effort to reduce energy consumption and emissions, and also adapt to changes in climate. 
The Japanese government set up “Program Grant Aid for Environmental and Climate Change”, a financial 
mechanism, to support member countries which have difficulties in terms of capacity and funding. 

In accordance with the initiative, in June 2009, the Government of Laos requested support from the Gov-
ernment of Japan through the Japanese ODA Grant Aid scheme. As a result, the Government of Japan has 
decided to support the installation of a solar power generation system (photovoltaic) with a capacity of 236 
kW at Wattay International airport, Vientiane Capital. The estimated budget is 480 million Yen or 5.9 million 
US Dollars. 
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