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Working with Farmer Research
Groups - FRG Il launches

The Project for Enhancing Development and
Dissemination of Agricultural Innovations through Farmer
Research Groups (FRG I1) which is a technical cooperation
project between Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural Research
(EIAR) and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) has
started in April. The project is to enhance the capacity of
researchers to take part in innovations through farmer research
group approach.

FRG Approach

FRG approach is a research approach in which a
multidisciplinary research team, extension workers and groups of
farmers jointly conduct research on selected topics. The approach
is one of the participatory research approaches for agricultural
researchers to actively and effectively conduct research activities
so that their contribution to improving farmers’ production and
management, and reducing risks in their practices are realised.
Previous phase

Between 2005 and 2009, the FRG project (phase 1)
was implemented in Central Rift Valley in collaboration among
EIAR, JICA and Oromia Agricultural Research Institute (OARI)
with two agricultural research centres in the area. During the
period, forty FRG based research projects were conducted with
the involvement of 52 researchers, 105 extension personnel and
1433 farmers. Along with the development of several appropriate
technologies such as modified mouldboard plough, compaction
at teff sowing, market information access through mobile
telephone, etc., the project developed “Guideline to Participatory
Agricultural Research through Farmer Research Group for
Agricultural Researchers”.

FRG Il

FRG 11 aims to scale out the FRG approach to all the
research institutions (60 agricultural research centres and 22
universities) in the country so that the national agricultural
research system will add value to its contributions to the
country’s agricultural and rural development. The project will
conduct training for researchers on the FRG approach and make
follow up FRG activities in the field.

The project will also be involved directly in FRG
based appropriate technology development in focused priority
research areas which are 1) improve food security through
increasing production of food crops, 2) improve farmers’ income
through market oriented farming technologies, 3) create
sustainable dry area farming systems through diversification and
water saving technologies, 4) create sustainable livestock
management through efficient animal husbandry technologies, 5)
improve productivity and quality through labour saving farming
technologies, and 6) create responsive agricultural research to
farmers’ need. The development of appropriate technologies in
the selected priority research areas will be implemented in close
collaboration with other related projects and programme
supported by JICA and other organisations which include rice,
quality seed, irrigation, marketing, dry land farming systems and
rural product development.

The project also emphasises the importance of forms
and means of technical information transfer from research to
extension and farmers. Through training and development of
sample technical information materials, the capacity of
researchers in this area will be developed.

Implementation

In order to use the experiences of the previous phase
of the project, MARC and ATARC will play important roles for
training and follow up programme on adaptation of the FRG
approach in different parts of the country. The project expects
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that other research centres will also host the training and follow
up activities from the second year for not only scaling out of the
FRG approach but also evolving it further across different
commodities and agro-ecologies.

First group of FRG based research
on rice and seed

In total of eight FRG based research projects, seven
rice projects and one seed project have been selected for funding
by FRG Il. These projects are conducted by research centres at
Adet, Jima, Werer and Gode, and Universities of Wollayta Sodo
and Jima.

\

Teams of researchers of the slected FRG based
research projects gathered at MARC for training on the FRG

approach in June. Seventeen
disciplinary background and institutions learnt basic concept and
steps of the FRG approach, and discussed among themselves to
improve their research plans. They also visited FRG farmers in
Bishola Village and listened to the farmers how they involved
technology generation process which led to innovation in their
farm production and management. (See picture above.)

Mr NERICA visited Ethiopia

Known as Mr NERICA, Mr Tsuboi, a JICA Expert in Uganda,
visited Ethiopia between July 11" and 16™. After visiting rice
fields in Fogera Plain in Amhara Region, Mr Tsuboi gave a
seminar to 23 rice researchers at EIAR. His practical sessions
were well appreciated by the participants.

Upcoming events

August 2-4: Participation on East African Agricultural
Productivity Programme (EAAP) Launching Workshop with
presentation on area of collaboration of JICA/FRG Il rice
related activities with EAAP.

August 12: Seminar on “Seed for Farmers: varieties, quantity and
biodiversity” organised by FRG2, Quality Seed Promotion
Project and Nagoya University Research Project on
“Institutional Development for Agro-diversity” (funded by
Mitsui Environment Fund)

August 16: FRG Il Launching Workshop
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