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11. East Sepik Province

General information/Overview

1. Location

East Sepik Province is on the northwest of mainland of PNG and dominated by coastal plains and
islands, the ranges in the northern part of the province, hill from the south and in the middle of the

province is dominated by plains, floodplains, swamps and lakes of the Sepik River and its tributaries.

Provincial Administration Centre: Wewak
Land area: 4, 368, 599 ha
Population: 450, 530 (2011)
Number of District: 6 (Ambunti-Dreikikir, Angoram, Maprik, Wewak,
Wosera-Gawi, Yangoru-Saussia)

Number of Local Level Governments (LLGs): 26 LLGs

2. Forest Information

Forest Area: 2,899, 490 ha

Provincial Tree

The provincial tree is ‘Eaglewood’ (scientifically known as Gyrinops leddermanii) and is commonly

found in Low Altitude Forest on Plains and Fans, and Low Altitude Forest on Uplands.

Significance of Provincial tree:

It is a rare, valuable tree species and is highly sought for its resin that is used in the production of
aromatic oils, perfumes, etc. Very little is known on its cultural values however, the local people are

generating an income from selling the trunk and bark that are used to produce fragrance oil.
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Scientific name:
Gyrinops leddermanii

Family:
Thymelaeaceae

Common Name/Trade name:
Eaglewood/agarwood/gaharu

Description

A small sub-canopy tree with straight cylindrical bole. Outer bark slightly white or pale brown, slightly
rough, peeling (papery) and inner bark pale brown, fibrous and pleasant aromatic from the bark. Leaf;
spiral, simple, upper surface of leaf is dark green glossy and underneath is light green shiny in colour,
stringy-thread like feature when leaf is snapped. Flowers small yellow or pale green trumpet-like
(tubular). Fruit: green when immature, pale to yellowish green when mature, non-fleshy. Seeds:

contains 1-2 black seeds.

Leaf/Leaves

Source:
http://forestpathology.cfans.umn.edu/Pa
pua%20New%20Guinea%20Agarwood%2
OResearch.htm

Source:
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/Tree
Descriptions/Gyrinops_ledermannii_Domk
e.html

Photo source: EKaidong, Adaptation and Low
Carbon Growth Officer, FPPD, HQ

Note:

Short description was from the PNG Plant
database website (link below)

http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/Tree
Descriptions/Gyrinops_ledermannii_Dom
ke.html

b. Flower bud

source: B. Gunn, et, al (2004) “Eaglewood
in Papua New Guinea”, RMAP Working
Paper No. 51

Flower

Fruit/Seed

Source:
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/TreeDescript
ions/Gyrinops ledermannii_Domke.html
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12. Madang Province

General information/Overview

1. Location

Madang Province is located on the central north of the mainland of PNG and the landform is
dominated by mountains ranges, floodplains, coastal limestone plains, hills and volcanic islands;

Manam, Karkar and Long islands.

Provincial Administration Centre: Madang
Land area: 2,890, 325 ha
Population: 493, 906 (2011)
Number of District: 6 (Bogia, Madang, Middle Ramu, Rai Coast,
Sumbkar, Usino Bundi)

Number of Local Level Governments (LLGs): 16 LLGs

2. Forest Information

Forest Area: 2,118, 089 ha

Provincial Tree

The provincial tree is ‘Kwila’ (scientifically known as Intsia bijuga) and is commonly found in Low

Altitude Forest on Plains and Fans, Low Altitude Forest on Uplands.

Significance of Provincial tree:

It is a hard wood species which is one of the major commercial species exported in round log form.

Kwila has a significant cultural value to the local people. During feasts or ceremonial occasions, food
stuff is hung onto the prepared pole for exchange/distribution to the people within or from other

villages/clans.
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Scientific name:
Intsia bijuga

Family:
Fabaceae

Common Name/Trade name:
Kwila

Description

A large canopy tree with straight cylindrical bole and buttress present, Outer bark slightly red or bluish
grey brown with rough or smooth, scaly or flaky texture. Inner bark white, yellowish brown or green,
with non-sticky colourless sap. Leaves: spirally, compound pinnate (two pairs of leaflets), opposite,
upper surface dark glossy green and beneath pale green. Flower: small white, pink to reddish flowers.
Fruit/Seed: a long green pod/legume (immature) containing 1 to 8 seeds which turns brown or black

when it matures.

Tree

Bark

Inner bark

Photo source: KDamas, Senior Botanist,
FRI, Lae, Morobe Province

Leaf/Leaves

Note:

Short description was from the PNG Plant
database website (link below)

http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/Tree
Descriptions/Intsia_bijuga Kuntze.html

Photo source (tree, leaves, flowers and
fruit): EKaidong, Adaptation and Low
Carbon Growth Officer, FPPD, HQ

Flower

Source:

http://www.fiapng.com/Nursery techniques.pdf
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13. Morobe Province @U

General information/Overview

1. Location

Morobe Province lies in the central north of mainland PNG and is dominated by mountains, valleys,
coastal plains. The Markham Valley runs in the middle of the province and the border of Madang

Province.

Provincial Administration Centre: Lae
Land area: 3, 368, 621 ha
Population: 674, 810 (2011)
Number of District: 9 (Bulolo, Finschhafen, Huon, Kabwum, Lae,
Markham, Menyamya, Nawae, Tewae-Siassi)

Number of Local Level Governments (LLGs): 33 LLGs

2. Forest Information

Forest Area: 2,458, 844 ha

Provincial Tree

The provincial tree is ‘Mersawa’ (scientifically known as Anisoptera thurifera) and is commonly found

in Low Altitude Forest on Plains and Fans, and Low Altitude Forest on Uplands.

Significance of Provincial tree:

It is a hard wood species which is one of the major commercial species exported in round log form.

The local people use it mostly for building homes, fences and gather grubs in dead mersawa logs.
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Scientific name:
Anisoptera thurifera

Family:
Dipterocarpaceae

Common Name/Trade name:
PNG Mersawa

Description

A large canopy tree with straight cylindrical bole and has a low buttress. Bark Outer bark is white or
grey with rough, scaly or slightly flaky texture. Leaves: spiral, simple, upper surface dark green (glossy)
and under surface green or pale brown. Flowers: small white flowers with distinct sepals and petals.
Fruit/Seed: pale brown, non-fleshy, nut (with 2 sepal-forming long wings) and containing a single seed.

Tree

Source:
http://www.phytoimages.siu.edu//users/
pelserpb/1 16 18/16Jan18/Anisopterath
urifera3.jpg

Leaf/Leaves

Photo source: KDamas, Senior Botanist,
FRI, Lae, Morobe Province

Source:
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/TreeDescript
ions/Anisoptera_thurifera Blume.html

Note:

Short description was from the PNG Plant
database website (link below)

http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/Tree
Descriptions/Anisoptera_thurifera_Blume.

Flower

Fruit/Seed

html

Source (flower):
http://tropical.theferns.info/plantimages/
9/5/957138ff2c56bbd81b59917d9c1c6ad
ef99b3a7f.jpg

Source:
http://www.phytoimages.siu.edu/imgs/pelserpb/r
/Dipterocarpaceae Anisoptera thurifera 86652.h
tml
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14. West New Britain Province

General information/Overview

1. Location

West New Britain Province is approximately located about 150km north-east of mainland PNG and is

on the western half of the New Britain Island.

Provincial Administration Centre: Kimbe
Land area: 2, 034, 000 ha
Population: 264, 264 (2011)
Number of District: 2 (Talasea, Kandrian/Gloucester)

Number of Local Level Governments (LLGs): 11 LLGs

2. Forest Information

Forest Area: 1,710,512 ha

Provincial Tree

The provincial tree is ‘Malas’ (scientifically known as Homalium foetidum) and is commonly found in

Low Altitude Forest on Plains and Fans, and in Low Altitude Forest on Uplands.

Significance of Provincial tree:

It is a hard wood species and one of the major commercial species exported in round log form.

Malas is one of the dominant tree species in the province and is of high demand both economically
and socially. In the social norm, the bole/stem and branches of the tree are used for different purposes;
for instance, the bole/stem is carved for paddles, spear, digging stick, carving (wood carved figurines

or totems) and posts for houses. Whereas, branches/boles are used for firewood and fencing.
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Scientific name:
Homalium foetidum

Family:
Salicaceae

Common Name/Trade name:
Malas

Description

A large canopy tree with a straight cylindrical bole and has a low solid buttress. Outer bark is grey or
whitish, rough, scaly or flaky. Inner bark blaze orange, pale yellowish, strongly aromatic, unpleasant.
Exudate: having colourless non-sticky sap. Leaves: simple, upper surface of leaf is dark green and
beneath is green. Juvenile leaves reddish. Flower; small white flowers or cream-colored, sweetly
aromatic. Fruit: non-fleshy (leathery), green when immature and turns red or brown when it matures.

Tree

Bark

Leaf/Leaves

Photo source: KDamas, Senior
Botanist, FRI, Lae, Morobe Province

Source:
http://www.pngplants.org/PNGtrees/Tree
Descriptions/Homalium_foetidum Benth.
html

Source:
http://wesvironslangsgis.blogspot.com/2016/04/new-
britain-island-tree-species.htm|?m=1

Source:http://v3.boldsystems.org/index.php/Taxbrowse
r_Taxonpage?taxid=446331

Note:

Short description was from
the PNG Plant database
website and few of the
photos (link below)

http://www.pngplants.org/PN

Flower

Fruit/Seed

Gtrees/TreeDescriptions

\

http://tropical.theferns.info/image.php?id

=Homalium+foetidum

*Not available
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15. East New Britain Province

General information/Overview

1. Location

East New Britain Province is located north-east of mainland of PNG and shares the border with West

New Britain Province on the Island of New Britain.

Provincial Administration Centre: Kokopo
Land area: 1,529, 425 ha
Population: 328, 369 (2011)
Number of District: 4 (Gazelle, Kokopo, Pomio, Rabaul)

Number of Local Level Governments (LLGs): 18 LLGs

2. Forest Information

Forest Area: 1, 264, 344 ha

Provincial Tree

The provincial tree is ‘Galip’ (scientifically known as Canarium indicum) and is commonly found in Low

Altitude Forest on Plains and Fans.

Significance of Provincial tree:

It is a valuable hard wood species which is one of the major commercial species exported in round log
form. Nuts are popular among the local people for daily consumption when in season and as well are

sold to generate an income for the locals.

Sap from the bark is used as herbal remedy for treatment of skin diseases, etc. The leaves are burnt

emitting an unpleasant smell which repels insects such as mosquitoes.
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Scientific name: Family: Common Name/Trade name:
Canarium indicum Burseraceae Galip

Description

A large canopy to sub-canopy tree with more or less fluted, straight bole and has a solid buttress. Outer
bark is grey or brown, rough, scaly or flaky. Inner bark blaze pink or pale brown and fibrous. Leaves:
compound pinnate (two or more pairs of leaflets), leaflets opposite, upper surface dark green and beneath
is pale green. Flowers: male and female flowers on the same plant, small white or pale-yellow flowers.
Fruit/seed; green when immature and turns blue- black when it matures. Seed: single white oily seed,
covered in brown seed coat.

Tree Bark Leaf/Leaves

Source:

https://sites.google.com/site/efloraofindia
/species/a---
I/b/burseraceae/canarium/canarium-
indicum

Photo source:

Source: KDamas, Senior Botanist, FRI, Lae, Morobe Province

https://www.rarepalmseeds.com/can
arium-indicum-ambae-giant

Flower Fruit/Seed

Note:

Short description was from
the PNG Plant database
website and few of the photos
(link below)

http://www.pngplants.org/PN
Gtrees/TreeDescriptions

Source: Source:
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canarium in | https://caloriebee.com/nutrition/Galip-Nut-Canarium-
dicum Indicum-Nutritional-Nut
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