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22. Jiwaka Province 

 

General information/Overview 

 

1. Location 

Jiwaka Province is located in the highlands of PNG and consists of mountain ranges and valleys. The 

province was once under the Western Highlands Provincial administration and is well known for its 

coffee plantations in particular in the Wahgi Valley. 

           Provincial Administration Centre: 

           Land area:  

           Population:  

           Number of District: 

          Number of Local Level Governments (LLGs):    

Banz  

480, 522 ha 

343, 987 (2011) 

3 (Anglimp-South Waghi, Jimi, North Waghi) 

6 LLGs 

 

2. Forest Information  

Forest Area: 256, 300 ha 

  
Provincial Tree 

The provincial tree is ‘Yar’ (scientifically known as Casuarina13 oligodon) and is commonly found at 

altitude of 1,000m-2,500m (a.s.l).  .  

 

Significance of Provincial tree:  

It is a hardwood species and cultivated as a shade tree for subsistence agriculture or single cash crop, 

for instance coffee but it has the ability in nitrogen fixing in particular for soil nutrients. Yar is commonly 

used by the people for various uses such as timber for the construction of homes, footbridges, fences 

and etc.. The leaves are used for decorations for special occasions such as cultural dances and 

traditional ceremonies. The leaves are also burnt to repel the insects. The tree is planted around homes 

as ornamentals. 

 

 

                                                           
13 There are two types of Casuarina species in PNG; C, oligodon is common in the highlands and C. equisetifolia 
is found along the coasts or lowlands.  
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Scientific name: 
Casuarina oligodon 

Family: 
Casuarinaceae 

Common Name/Trade name: 
She Oak/Yar 

 
Description  
A medium to large tree commonly grown in the highlands. Outer bark is grey-brown, fissured, peels off 
and inner bark is red. Leaves (modified – non true leaves) in whorls with six leaf scales on each whorl. 
Male spikes (long) at the end of branchlets with flower consisting of four scales and female flowers are 
red with cylindrically shaped (short) cones. The fruits (cones) are green to brown in colour which 
contains over 20 grey or yellow-brown winged seed. 
  

Tree Bark Leaf/Leaves 
 

 
 
 

 

      
 

 

  

 
Note:    
 
Short description  
Source:  
http://www.fiapng.com/Nursery_techniq
ues.pdf  
 
 
Photo source (Tree, bark, leaves, flower 
and fruit): WAndasua, Acting Area 
Manager, Area Office-Highlands, Goroka, 
Eastern Highlands Province  

Flower Fruit/Seed 
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