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Moving into its twelfth year, the con-
flict in Syria has inflicted a devastating
impact on the people and the economy.
Socio-economic conditions are deteriorat-
ing rapidly in Syria, affected by a range
of shocks including prolonged armed
conflict, economic sanctions, the COVID
-19 pandemic, a severe drought, deepen-
ing economic crises in neighboring Leba-
non and Turkey, and the economic conse-
quences of the war in Ukraine and associ-
ated sanctions.

Extreme poverty has consistently risen
where 90% of the population is living
under the poverty line. Since water,
health, electricity and education are not
available to the population, then millions
of Syrians risk to face poverty and des-
pair.

Syrians are trying their best to over-
come growing crises such as shortage of
food, electricity, fuel, and many others. ..
As for food, high prices and lack of mate-
rials are considered a major challenge for
the families... Sugar, rice and olive oil
are rarely available in the local market
and are sold at very high prices.

The greatest aspirations of the people
in Syria have become the ability to drive
their cars and provide fuel for them after
successive rises in prices and shortage of
the oil derivatives...Rising the gasoline
price has a significant impact not only on
the prices of goods and transport but it
will affect travel to the governorates and
countryside, which will decline. This will
then lead to repercussions on the econom-
ic activities in the tourist areas and thus
lead to a decline in tourism.

Transportation crisis has risen signifi-
cantly where the capital Damascus has
witnessed large congestion and increased
traffic on transport lines. This came in
conjunction with information about a
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reduction in the proportion of gover-
norates’ allocations of fuel, which led to
many public transportations being out of
service.

Electricity is not an exception, without
electrical power, Syrians, are without
warmth and unable to cook or wash. 4 out
of Syria’s 14 power plants have been
severely destroyed as a result of fighting,
leaving Syria with 18 percent less power
production than its pre-war levels. To
combat this, the Syrian government has
imposed an electricity rationing scheme
to meet the national demand.

According to the scheme, regions
across Syria get only one hour of electric-
ity for every “dead” 5 to 10 hours of
power outage. During the hot summer
season and due to long hours of power
rationing, the Syrian people couldn’t
store food in refrigerators or get cold wa-
ter... Air conditioning has become an
unattainable luxury.

The continuous sufferings of the Syrian
people are not only limited to daily life
needs, as new crisis have appeared due to
the continuous conflict, for instance Syri-
ans across the country are overcrowding
the branches of the Immigration and
Passports Department in order to submit
their applications for passports where the
government attributes the passport crisis
to economic sanctions, shortages of mate-
rials necessary to manufacture passports
(e.g. paper and ink), shipping delays, and
a backlog of passport applications that
were not processed in 2020 partly due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

In addition, Since the start of the con-
flict, Syria has endured a shortage of dol-
lars on the local market, mainly driven by
capital flight, international sanctions, a
significant reduction in exports, particu-
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larly of agricultural products and oil, a
waning tourism industry, and the fallout
of the 2019 Lebanese banking crisis.

Together, these factors have contribut-
ed to the overall depreciation of the Syri-
an pound where ordinary Syrians are
bearing the brunt of the pound’s deprecia-
tion as the falling currency pushes prices
of goods higher.

Besides the destroyed homes and cities,
there are many things that need to be re-
constructed, the most important of which
is the psychological conditions of the
Syrians, which are more destroyed than
cities and homes due to the fact that the
Syrians have gone through several diffi-
culties from war, death, hunger, psycho-
logical and economic crises, and extreme
poverty inside and outside Syria.

(Senior Program Officer,
Marah Morad )




OLR—F:

lLebanon:2 Years since Beirut Explosion |

August 4, 2020 at 6.08 PM lives forever
in the collective memory of the Lebanese
people. It is the moment a terrible explo-
sion ripped through the heart of their city,
killing over 220 victims, injuring 6,000
persons and leaving 1,500 of them with a
permanent handicap. In a split second, the
area stretching from Downtown Beirut to
Karantina was transformed into a heap of
rubble, and 300,000 Beirutis lost their
residence.

2 years later, little remains visible on
the surface, except for the Port silos that
still stand tall. 8 of their original 16 col-
umns have collapsed in 3 successive stag-
es, and the irony is that 4 columns col-
lapsed in a big cloud of toxic smoke on
the exact date of August 4, 2022 after-
noon, alongside a protest organized by the
parent’s victims. Despite ongoing pro-
tests, the families’ quest for truth and
justice remains unanswered as the investi-
gation is at a political stall. A ministerial
decree now protects the remaining 8 col-
umns, charred and torn open, as a heritage
of Beirut’s collective memory, and as a
tiny token of acknowledgement to the
families’ plight.

Among the hardest hit neighborhoods
were the touristic Gemmeyzeh and Mar
Mikhael streets, lined with pubs, restau-
rants, street cafes and art galleries, and
featuring a large number of heritage
buildings dating from the ottoman era.
Walking through these renovated streets
today, little points to the horrific explo-
sion: the Lebanese people’s resilience
coupled with generous donor support has
ensured that the area is reconstructed and
reopened for business. However, with the
ongoing financial and economic crisis,
many high end restaurants have been re-
placed by more affordable coffee shops
and ice cream parlors. The streets are bus-
tling again at night, and while most neigh-
borhoods are plunged in darkness after
midnight due to the fuel crisis, the area
remains brightly lit thanks to a donation
of solar powered street lights.

Donor support was a crucial lifeline for
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rebuilding the area, and the international
community channeled their contributions
directly to local NGOs and UN bodies. 2
years later, the results are clearly visible
and some high impact projects include the
UNDP support for SMES and women
owned businesses in the neighborhoods
affected by the blast, UNESCO’s support
to rehabilitate heritage buildings and
schools, UNICEF’s humanitarian cash
assistance to residents in the most vulner-
able neighborhoods, and the joint efforts
by UNICEF, the Japanese Embassy and
the Swiss Embassy to rehabilitate Karan-
tina Governmental Hospital. Pledges of
over USD 300 Million have been put to
good use: the port resumed its most criti-
cal functions in less than 2 months, hous-
es and facades were reconstructed, small
businesses supported to reopen, and infra-
structure networks such as water supply
pipes were repaired.

Japan, whose citizens have suffered
twice similar catastrophes but of greater
magnitude, is in a particular position to
understand the suffering of the Lebanese.
In the direct aftermaths of the Beirut port
blast, the Japanese Embassy allocated an
additional USD 5 Million in humanitarian
assistance to UNICEF, UNHCR, WFP
and ICRC. JICA also sent by plane criti-
cal relief equipment to assist displaced
residents and cater to their most urgent
needs. Many other projects funded by
Japan have followed over these 2 years,
such as the Embassy’s rehabilitation of
Bourj Hammoud neighborhood with UN
Habitat, a project to manage hazardous
waste in an eco-friendly way with UNDP,
and construction of an animal and plant
quarantine in Beirut Port with WFP. The
Japanese Embassy also rehabilitated the
Health Ministry’s Central Supply Drug
Warehouse in Karantina, ensuring proper
supply to the Ministry’s medication.

Responding to the needs outlined by
the Alumni Association of JICA ex-
trainees in Lebanon, JICA equipped Kar-
antina Hospital’s blood bank with lifesav-
ing equipment for blood transfusions and
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blood testing, and trained its staff on their
proper use and maintenance. The project

was successfully initiated, planned and
executed with the support of the LEBA-
JICA alumni who were keen in helping
their communities. The governmental
hospital is one of the few medical centers
in Lebanon that provides affordable medi-
cal services to vulnerable residents of all
nationalities, and the project ensured the
continuity of these much needed services.

The tragic events of August 4 will never
be forgotten, yet they shine a light on the
immense support bestowed to Lebanon by
Japan and the international community
during this critical period. They also testi-
fy to the resilience and fortitude of the
Lebanese people: Much like its mascot
the mythical Phoenix bird, Beirut contin-
ues to be reborn from its ashes, time and
time again.

(Local Coordinator: Zeina Helou)
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