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1. ABEA=VF7TA4TETERE

Questionnaire for Ex-Participants of the ABE Initiative
About this questionnaire

This questionnaire is to evaluate outcomes of the ABE Initiative so far and to obtain lessons for further
improvement of the Initiative.

Participants’ anonymity and private information will be protected. Please feel free to express your feelings
and opinions. The results of the questionnaire will be included in the evaluation report to be published on the
JICA website, and a preliminary result will be sent to those who have cooperated with this questionnaire
around March 2021.

Preparation in advance

The survey will take approximately 30minutes. The session will not be disconnected due to a timeout, so
your answers will be maintained unless you close your browser, but there is no function to save your answers
on the web. Questions marked with “*” are required answers. If you would like to go back to the previous
page and make corrections, please click the "Back" button to return to the previous page.

Thank you for taking time to complete this questionnaire.

JICA Study Team

SECTION 1: Basic Information

1. Please write your name. If you do not wish to answer the question, please leave it blank.

2. Please write your contact email address. If you do not wish to answer the question, please leave it
blank.

3. Please select your sex.
1) Male
2) Female

4.  Please write your age.

5.  What batch were you in?
1) 1st batch (Arrived in 2014)
2)  2nd batch (Arrived in 2015)
3) 3rd batch (Arrived in 2016)
4)  4th batch (Arrived in 2017)
5)  5th batch (Arrived in 2018)

6.  When did you finish the ABE Initiative program? (If you did a post-graduation internship, select the year
you finished it)

1) Within 2016
2)  Within 2017
3)  Within 2018
4)  Within 2019
5)  Within 2020

7. Please select your previous workplace/organization before participation in the ABE Initiative.
1) Local company (Excluding a personally owned company)
2) Japanese company in Japan
3) Japanese company in home country/third country (including local branch or company of a

Japanese corporation)
4) Japanese branch of foreign (other than Japanese) companies
5) Country office of Japanese governmental organization or administrative agency such as JICA and
JETRO

6) Foreign (other than Japanese) company in home country/third country
7)  Self-employed/freelance
8) Own business and employ others
9) Governmental Institution (Ministry, local government, public corporation etc.)
10) Educational/research institute (University, etc./ Not as a student)
11) NGO
12) International organization
13) Student
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14) Unemployed
15) Others

Please select your home country.
1) Algeria
2) Angola
3) Benin
4) Botswana
5) Burkina Faso
6) Burundi
7) Cameroon
8) Cape Verde
9) Central African Republic
10) Chad
11) Comoros
12) Cote d'lvoire
13) Democratic Republic of the Congo
14) Dijibouti
15) Egypt
16) Equatorial Guinea
17) Eritrea
18) Eswatini (Swaziland)
19) Ethiopia
20) Gabon
21) Gambia
22) Ghana
23) Guinea
24) Guinea-Bissau
25) Kenya
26) Lesotho
27) Liberia
28) Libya
29) Madagascar
30) Malawi
31) Mali
32) Mauritania
33) Mauritius
34) Morocco
35) Mozambique
36) Namibia
37) Niger
38) Nigeria
39) Republic of the Congo
40) Rwanda
41) Sao Tome and Principe
42) Senegal
43) Seychelles
44) Sierra Leone
45) Somalia
46) South Africa
47) South Sudan
48) Sudan
49) Tanzania
50) Togo
51) Tunisia
52) Uganda
53) Zambia
54) Zimbabwe

Which country do you live in now?
1)  Your home country
2) Japan
3) Others (Please specify the country name:

SECTION 2: Your Experience in the ABE Initiative
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10.

11.

What university did you study at during the ABE Initiative program? Please select the first letter of the
name of the university.
1)

H
e
<SCHOWIOZZRC—IETMMUO>

Please select the University where you studied in the ABE Initiative.
1)  Akita University
2) Ashikaga University (Former Ashikaga Institute of Technology)
3) Chuo University
4)  Doshisha University
5) Ehime University
6) Gunma University
7)  Hiroshima University
8) Hokkaido University
9) Hosei University
10) International Christian University
11) International University of Japan
12) Japan Advanced Institute of Science and Technology
13) Kagawa University
14) Kanazawa University
15) Kansai University
16) Keio University
17) Kobe Institute of Computing | Graduate School of Information Technology
18) Kobe University
19) Kochi University
20) Kogakuin University
21) Kumamoto University
22) Kwansei Gakuin University
23) Kyoto Institute of Technology
24) Kyoto University
25) Kyushu Institute of Technology
26) Kyushu University
27) Meiji University
28) Mie University
29) Miyagi University
30) Nagaoka University of Technology
31) Nagoya University
32) Nagoya University of Commerce and Business
33) Nagasaki University
34) Nagoya Institute of Technology
35) Niigata University
36) Obihiro University of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine
37) Okayama University
38) Osaka University
39) Reitaku University
40) Rikkyo University
41) Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University
42) Ritsumeikan University
43) Ryukoku University
44) Saga University
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

45) Saitama University

46) Shibaura Institute of Technology

47) Shimane University

48) Sophia University

49) Tohoku University

50) Tokushima University

51) Tokyo Institute of Technology

52) Tokyo University of Agriculture

53) Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology
54) Tokyo University of Information Sciences
55) Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology
56) Tottori University

57) Toyo University

58) Toyohashi University of Technology

59) United Nations University

60) University of Fukui

61) University of Kitakyushu

62) University of Miyazaki

63) University of the Ryukyus

64) University of Tokyo

65) University of Tsukuba

66) Utsunomiya University

67) Waseda University

68) Yamagata University

69) Yamaguchi University

70) Yokohama City University

71) Yokohama National University

Please select the field you studied in the ABE Initiative.
1) Economics and Management
2) Engineering
3) ICT
4)  Agriculture
5) Science
6) Politics and Public Policy
7) Medicine/Health
8) Others ( )

Did you undergo an internship during the ABE Initiative?
1) Yes, both a summer internship and a post-graduation internship
2) Yes, only a summer internship
3) Yes, only a post-graduation internship
4)  No internship

How long was the summer internship? (If you had a summer internship more than once, please select
the total duration of all summer internship experiences)

1) Less than a week

2) A week or more, less than 2 weeks

3) 2 weeks or more, less than a month

4) A month or more, less than 3 months

5) 3 months or more, less than 6 months

6) 6 months or more

How long was the post-graduation internship? (If you experienced a post-graduation internship at
several companies, please select the total duration of all post-graduation internship experiences)

1) Less than a week

2) A week or more, less than 2 weeks

3) 2 weeks or more, less than a month

4) A month or more, less than 3 months

5) 3 months or more, less than 6 months

6) 6 months or more

Knowledge and How would you rate | Was the ABE Initiative Which component of the
Skills your current level of useful in improving ABE Initiative was the most
the following your useful in improving your
knowledge and knowledge/skills? knowledge/skills?
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skills compared to
the level when you
applied to the ABE
Initiative program?
Knowledge, skills, | 1) Very much 1) Very useful 1) Degree program at the
and technical improved 2) Useful university
expertise in your 2) Improved 3) Not useful 2) Internship
field of study 3) Little improved | 4) Not useful at all 3) JICA provided program
4) Not improved at other than degree
all program at the
university and internship
Methodological 1) Very much 1) Very useful 1) Degree program at the
skills (e.g. improved 2) Useful university
learning and 2) Improved 3) Not useful 2) Internship
working 3) Little improved | 4) Not useful at all 3) JICA provided program
methodology, 4) Not improved at other than degree
problem solving or all program at the
project university and internship
management
capacities)
Social skills (e.g. 1) Very much 1) Very useful 1) Degree program at the
skills to work in improved 2) Useful university
team, intercultural | 2) Improved 3) Not useful 2) Internship
skills) 3) Little improved | 4) Not useful at all 3) JICA provided program
4) Not improved at other than degree
all program at the
university and internship
Japanese 1) Very much 1) Very useful 1) Degree program at the
language skills improved 2) Useful university
2) Improved 3) Not useful 2) Internship
3) Little improved | 4) Not useful at all 3) JICA provided program
4) Not improved at other than degree
all program at the
university and internship
17.
Connections/Networks Did you gain the following Which component of the ABE

connections/networks in
the ABE Initiative?

Initiative was the most useful in
gaining the connection/network?

Connection/network with
Japanese academia
(researchers, universities,
research institutions, etc.)

Yes/No 1)

Degree program at the
university

2) Internship

JICA provided program other
than degree program at the
university and internship

Connection/network with
Japanese private companies

Yes/No 1)

Degree program at the
university

2) Internship
3) JICA provided program other

than degree program at the
university and internship

Connection/network with
Japanese governmental
organizations (Ministry, local
government, public corporation
etc.) /officials

Yes/No 1)

Degree program at the
university

2) Internship
3) JICA provided program other

than degree program at the
university and internship

Japanese/international friends
including other students of the
ABE Initiative

Yes/No 1)

Degree program at the
university

2) Internship
3) JICA provided program other

than degree program at the
university and internship

Connection/network with alumni
association of JICA program
and/or Kakehashi Africa

Yes/No 1)

Degree program at the
university

2) Internship
3) JICA provided program other
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than degree program at the
university and internship

18.

Understanding about How much do you Was the ABE Which component of
Japan understand about the Initiative useful in the ABE Initiative was
following topics? gaining the the most useful in
understanding? gaining the
understanding?
Understanding on 1) Very much 1) Very useful 1) Degree program at
Japanese corporate 2) Much 2) Useful the university
culture and business 3) Not much 3) Not useful 2) Internship
practices/management | 4) Not at all 4) Not usefulatall | 3) JICA provided
systems program other than
degree program at
the university and
internship
Work ethics in 1) Very much 1) Very useful 1) Degree program at
Japanese companies 2) Much 2) Useful the university
3) Not much 3) Not useful 2) Internship
4) Not at all 4) Not usefulatall | 3) JICA provided
program other than
degree program at
the university and
internship
Understanding on 1) Very much 1) Very useful 1) Degree program at
Japanese development | 2) Much 2) Useful the university
experience 3) Not much 3) Not useful 2) Internship
4) Not at all 4) Notusefulatall | 3) JICA provided
program other than
degree program at
the university and
internship

19. Please select your feelings about Japan both at the time of application to the ABE Initiative and

currently.
Very Positive Neutral Negative Very
positive negative
At the time of application to the ABE
Initiative
Current
SECTION 3: Your Career Development
20. Please select your current employment status.
1) Employed (Full-time permanent)
2) Employed (Full-time temporary)
3) Employed (Part-time)
4)  Self-employed/freelance
5) Own business(es) and employ others
6) Studentin Japan
7)  Studentin home country/third country
8) Unemployed
9) Others

21.

Please select your current workplace/organization.

1) Local company

2) Japanese company in Japan

3) Japanese company in home country/third country (including local branch or company of a
Japanese corporation)

4)  Japanese branch of foreign (other than Japanese) companies

5) Country office of Japanese governmental organization or administrative agency such as JICA and
JETRO

6) Foreign (other than Japanese) company in home country/third country

7) Governmental Institution (Ministry, local government, public corporation, etc.)

8) Educational/research institute (University, etc./ Not as a student)

9) NGO
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10) International organization
11) Others
22. Please write the name of your current workplace/organization. If you do not wish to answer the
question, please leave it blank.
23. Have you returned to your previous workplace/organization after completing the ABE Initiative
program?
1) Yes
2) No
24. Did you get your current job through a connection/network related to the ABE Initiative program?
1) Yes
2) No
25. How long did it take to obtain the initial employment after completing the ABE Initiative program?
1) Received a job offer during the ABE Initiative
2)  Within a month
3)  Within 3 months
4)  Within 6 months
5)  Within a year
6) More than a year
26. Is your current workplace/organization related to Japan?
1) Yes, there are Japanese employees
2) Yes, we are doing business with Japanese companies
3) Yes, we have relationship with Japanese governmental institutions (including JICA)
4)  Yes, we have relationship with Japanese educational/research institutes
5 No
6) Others ( )
27. Have you worked at a Japanese company since completing the ABE Initiative program?
1) Yes
2) No
28. Is your current job related to Japan?
1) Yes, there are Japanese employees
2) Yes, we are doing business with Japanese companies
3) Yes, we have relationship with Japanese governmental institutions (including JICA)
4)  Yes, we have relationship with Japanese educational/research institutes
5 No
6) Others ( )
29. Have you worked at a Japanese company since completing the ABE Initiative program?
1) Yes
2) No
30. Have you started up your own business since completing the ABE Initiative program?
1) Yes
2) No
31. Please select the most significant reason for being unemployed.
1) Difficult to find a job in the field of your expertise
2) Did not learn sufficient knowledge and skills through the ABE Initiative
3) Employers did not value the degree highly
4)  Health and/or family circumstances
5) Others
32. Did you have an inclination to work at a Japanese company after completing the ABE Initiative
program?
1) Yes
2) No
33. Have you searched for a job at a Japanese company since completing the ABE Initiative program?
1) Yes
2) No
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34. Please select all among the following items supported by JICA/JICE that helped you obtain a job at a
Japanese company.
1) Internship
2) Debriefing sessions upon returning to your country
3) Networking fair
4)  Monitoring of ex-participants after returning to home countries
5) Employment consulting
6) Field visit by Japanese companies
7) Participation in other JICA projects (SDGs Business Supporting Surveys, etc.)
8) Others
9) None of the above applies
35. Please select all among the following items that you think are bottlenecks to obtain a job at a Japanese
company or the reason that you do not have an inclination to work at a Japanese company.
1) Low number of Japanese companies operating in Africa
2) Low competitiveness of Japanese companies operating in Africa
3) Lack of information about employment in Japanese companies
4)  Mismatch between your expertise and the expertise needed by Japanese companies
5) Mismatch with desired position and offered position
6) Mismatch with desired salary and offered salary
7)  Cultural and/or language barrier
8) Others
36. Is your current job related to what you studied in the ABE Initiative?
1) Yes, very much
2) Yes, to some extent
3) No
37. Please select_all the reasons among the following for not working in the field related to your study in
the ABE Initiative program.
1) Difficult to find a job in the field
2) Did not learn relevant knowledge and skills
3) Employers did not value the degree highly
4)  Earning potential in the field was too low
5) Personnel changes (assignment transfer) within the organization
6) Changed careers
7) Others
38. Do you apply what you gained through the ABE Initiative in your current job? Select from "Utilize on a
daily basis/Utilize whenever needed", "Sometimes", "Slightly", or "Not at all".
Utilize on a
Items Sy Sometimes | Slightly | Not at all
basis/whenever
needed
Knowledge, skills, and technical expertise in
1) |your field of study (1) 2) (3) (4)
Methodological skills (e.g. learning and
2) |working methodology, problem solving or (1) (2) 3) (4)

project management capacities)

Social skills (e.g. skills to work in team,
3) |intercultural skills) (1) (2) (3) (4)

Japanese language skills

4) (1 ) @) (4)

Connection/network with Japanese
5) |academia (researchers, universities, (1) (2) 3) (4)
research institutions, etc.)

Connection/network with Japanese private

6) |companies (1) 2) (3) (4)
Connection/network with Japanese

7) |governmental organizations (Ministry, local 1) (2) 3) (4)
government, public corporation etc.) /officials
Connection/network with

8) |Japanese/international friends including (1) (2) 3) (4)

other students of the ABE Initiative
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Connection/network with alumni association
9) |of JICA program and/or Kakehashi Africa (1) (2) 3) (4)
Understanding on Japanese corporate
10) |culture and business practices/management (1) (2) 3) (4)
systems
Work ethics
11) (1) (2) 3) (4)
Understanding on Japanese development
12) | experience (1) 2) (3) (4)
39. Please select all the reasons among the following for not or only slightly applying what you gained
through the ABE Initiative in your current job.
1) Unable to get my boss’s understanding
2) Resources (stuff, budget, equipment, etc.) needed to apply are unavailable
3) Unable to apply them in my current position/job
4)  Others
40. Please specify the reason if you chose "Others" in the question above.
41. Are you currently in a supervisory/management position in your workplace/organization?
1) Yes
2) No
42. How many employees do you supervise?
1) 1-9 employees
2)  10-19 employees
3) 20-49 employees
4)  50-99 employees
5) More than 100 employers
43. How would you compare your current position in your workplace/organization with the position you held
before participating in the ABE Initiative?
1) Lower
2)  About the same
3) Higher
4)  Much higher
44. Please select the level of decision-making power you currently hold in your workplace/organization.
1) Decision-making power (on operational issues such as deadlines or managing
tasks/personnel/budgetary issues, etc.) in the project(s)/program(s) I’'m in charge
2) Decision-making power (on operational issues such as deadlines or managing
tasks/personnel/budgetary issues, etc.) in the team/unit | belong to
3) Decision-making power (on operational issues such as deadlines or managing
tasks/personnel/budgetary issues, etc.) in the division/department | belong to
4) Decision-making power (on operational issues such as deadlines or managing
tasks/personnel/budgetary issues, etc.) in the entire organization | belong to
5) No decision-making power at any given level in my organization
45. Have you made any of the following contributions to your current workplace/organization after
completing the ABE Initiative program? Please select all that apply.
1) limproved management systems and/or procedures
2) | applied new methodologies in carrying out my work
3) | mentored my colleagues
4) |improved teaching methods for my students
5) | contributed to the development/improvement of technology, products, and services of my
organization
6) | contributed to increased productivity in my organization
7) Others (
8) None of the above applies
46. Were things that you gained through the ABE Initiative useful in the contribution you made to your
workplace/organization?
1) Yes
2) No
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SECTION 4: Continuation of connection gained through the ABE Initiative
47. Please select all of the connections you currently have.
1) Connection with Japanese academia (researchers, universities, research institutions, etc.)
2)  Connection with Japanese private companies (including employment by a Japanese company)
3) Connection with Japanese governmental organizations (Ministry, local government, public
corporation etc.) /officials
4)  Connection with Japanese/international friends including other participants of the ABE Initiative
5) Connection with alumni association of JICA program and/or Kakehashi Africa
6) None
7) Others ( )
48. When was the last time you contacted the following person(s)/organization(s)?
Within a | Within 3 | Within 6 | Within a | More
month months months year than a
year ago
Japanese academia
(researchers, universities,
research institutions, etc.)
Japanese private
companies
Japanese governmental
organizations (Ministry,
local government, public
corporation etc.) /officials
Japanese/international
friends including  other
students of the ABE
Initiative
Alumni association of JICA
program and/or Kakehashi
Africa
49. Please select all the reasons for the discontinuation of the relationship.
1) Too busy with my current job
2) There is no benefit to be gained from the connection
3) There is no good way/opportunity to keep contact
4) Do not know their contact information
5) Others ( )

50. After completing the ABE Initiative program, have you had any involvement with Japanese
people/organizations/companies (including government organizations, JICA, Universities, private
companies) in starting/expanding any business, project, joint research, etc. with African organizations
or in improving any existing activities of such kind?

* Involvement here includes relationships such as employment, business, joint research, JICA project,
provision of local information, introduction of local resource persons, etc.

1) Yes

2) No

51. Please describe your involvement with the Japanese people/organizations/companies for each case. If
you have more than one case, please fill in Case 2 and Case 3. If there is no more than one case,
please leave them blank.

Case 1l
Case 2
Case 3
52. Please select all among the following items provided by JICA/JICE that helped you collaborate with

Japanese people/organizations/companies.
1) Internship
2) Debriefing sessions upon returning to your country
3) Networking fair
4)  Field visit by Japanese companies
5) Other JICA schemes (SDGs Business Supporting Surveys, etc.)
6) Others
7) None of the above applies
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53. Please select all among the following items that you think are bottlenecks to collaborate with Japanese
people/organizations/companies.

1) Low number of Japanese companies operating in Africa

2) Low competitiveness of Japanese companies operating in Africa

3) Lack of information about Japanese people/organizations/companies that seek for collaboration in
Africa

4) Lack of necessary resources (finance, equipment, etc.) for collaboration

5) Mismatch between your expertise and the expertise needed by Japanese
people/organizations/companies

6) Cultural and/or language barrier

7) Others

54. After completing the ABE Initiative program, have you/your organization initiated any business, project,
joint research, etc. with other ABE alumni in your country or other countries?
1) Yes
2) No

55. Please select all the items you/your organization initiated with other ABE alumni.
1) Business
2) Joint research
3) Development project
4)  Others ( )

56. After completing the ABE Initiative program, have you/your organization initiated any project/program,
policy, etc. relevant to the development issues of your home country?
1) Yes
2) No

57. Please describe the contents in detail for each project/program, policy, etc. relevant to the development
issues of your home country that you/your organization initiated. If you have more than one case,
please fill in Case 2 and Case 3. If there is no more than one case, please leave them blank.

Case 1

Case 2

Case 3

58. After completing the ABE Initiative program, have you/your organization developed systems and
policies that would support the business of Japanese companies?
1) Yes
2) No

59. Please describe the contents of the systems and policies that you/your organization developed and
how they would support the business of Japanese companies. If you have more than one case, please
fillin Case 2 and Case 3. If there is no more than one case, please leave them blank.

Case 1
Case 2
Case 3

60. If you have any comments about the ABE Initiative, please feel free to share them.

SECTION 5: Availability for an interview
For those who live in Kenya or Rwanda
After receiving responses to this questionnaire, we plan to visit Nairobi, Kenia and Kigali, Rwanda in
February—March 2021 to meet in person with former ABE participants and their organizations (either in
charge of planning or in charge of business with Japan) to get more detailed feedback.
* Please note that depending on the prevalence of COVID-19, we may have to give up the trip and switch to
remote interviews from Japan.

Each interview will take about an hour and will mainly involve the following.
Interviews with former participants: a more detailed explanation of the responses to this questionnaire
Interviews with former participants' organizations: attitudes toward business promotion with Japan, the
current state of relations with Japan, and the role of former ABE participants in those relations

If you could help us with these interviews, please indicate below how you would like to be contacted (email,
phone, WhatsApp, etc.).

Are you available for an interview?
1) Yes
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2) No

Please provide us your contact information for setting up an interview.

This is the end of the questionnaire. Thank you for your cooperation.
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Questionnaire for Previous Applicants of the ABE Initiative
About this questionnaire

This questionnaire is to evaluate outcomes of the ABE Initiative so far and to obtain lessons for further
improvement of the Initiative.

All information that is collected in this questionnaire will be treated confidentially, and it will be used only for
evaluating outcomes of the ABE Initiative and for its improvement. Please feel free to express your feelings
and opinions. The results of the questionnaire will be included in the evaluation report to be published on the
JICA website.

Preparation in advance

The survey will take approximately 30 minutes. The session will not be disconnected due to a timeout, so
your answers will be maintained unless you close your browser, but there is no function to save your answers
on the web. Questions marked with “*” are required answers. If you would like to go back to the previous
page and make corrections, please click the "Back" button to return to the previous page.

Thank you for taking time to complete this questionnaire.

JICA Study Team

SECTION 1: Basic Information

1. Please write your name. If you do not wish to answer the question, please leave it blank.

2. Please write your contact email address. If you do not wish to answer the question, please leave it
blank.

3. Please select your sex.
1) Male
2) Female

4. Please write your age.

5. Which batch of the ABE Initiative did you apply to? If you applied to more than once, please select the
batch you applied to the first time (For all subsequent questions asking about "after applying to the ABE
Initiative," please answer with information from the time of your first application).

1) 1stbatch (In 2013)
2)  2nd batch (In 2014)
3) 3rd batch (In 2015)
4)  4th batch (In 2016)
5) 5™ batch (In 2017)

6. Please select your workplace/organization at the time of applying to the ABE Initiative program.

1) Local company (Excluding a personally owned company)

2) Japanese company in Japan

3) Japanese company in home country/third country (including local branch or company of a
Japanese corporation)

4)  Japanese branch of foreign (other than Japanese) companies

5) Country office of Japanese governmental organization or administrative agency such as JICA and
JETRO

6) Foreign (other than Japanese) company in home country/third country

7)  Self-employed/freelance

8) Own business and employ others

9) Governmental Institution (Ministry, local government, public corporation etc.)

10) Educational/research institute (University, etc./ Not as a student)

11) NGO

12) International organization

13) Student

14) Unemployed

15) Others

7. Please select your home country.
1) Algeria
2) Angola
3) Benin
4) Botswana
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10.

5) Burkina Faso

6) Burundi

7) Cameroon

8) Cape Verde

9) Central African Republic
10) Chad

11) Comoros

12) Cote d'lvoire

13) Democratic Republic of the Congo
14) Dijibouti

15) Egypt

16) Equatorial Guinea
17) Eritrea

18) Eswatini (Swaziland)
19) Ethiopia

20) Gabon

21) Gambia

22) Ghana

23) Guinea

24) Guinea-Bissau

25) Kenya

26) Lesotho

27) Liberia

28) Libya

29) Madagascar

30) Malawi

31) Mali

32) Mauritania

33) Mauritius

34) Morocco

35) Mozambique

36) Namibia

37) Niger

38) Nigeria

39) Republic of the Congo
40) Rwanda

41) Sao Tome and Principe
42) Senegal

43) Seychelles

44) Sierra Leone

45) Somalia

46) South Africa

47) South Sudan

48) Sudan

49) Tanzania

50) Togo

51) Tunisia

52) Uganda

53) Zambia

54) Zimbabwe

Which country do you live in now?

1)  Your home country

2) Japan

3) Others (Please specify the country name:

SECTION 2: Academic Development

Please select your highest level of education.
1) Bachelor's Degree

2) Master’s Degree

3) Ph.D.

4)  Other ( )

Please select the field you studied in pursuit of your highest level of education.
1) Economics and Management
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2) Engineering

3) ICT
4)  Agriculture
5) Science

6) Politics and Public Policy
7) Medicine/Health
8) Others ( )

11. Did you pursue your highest level of education in your home country or abroad?
1) In my home country
2)  Abroad

12. In which country did you pursue your highest level of education?
13. Did you obtain your highest level of degree after applying to the ABE Initiative?
1) Yes
2) No
14. Did you receive any scholarship(s) while pursuing your highest level of education?
1) Yes
2) No

15. Please write the name of the scholarship and the sponsoring organization/country.

16.
Knowledge and Skills How would you rate your current level of the
following knowledge and skills compared to the
level when you applied to the ABE Initiative
program?
Knowledge, skills, and technical expertise in 5) Very much improved
your field of study 6) Improved
7) Little improved
8) Not improved at all
Methodological skills (e.g. learning and 1) Very much improved
working methodology, problem solving or 2) Improved
project management capacities) 3) Little improved
4) Not improved at all
Social skills (e.g. skills to work in team, 5) Very much improved
intercultural skills) 6) Improved
7) Little improved
8) Notimproved at all
Japanese language skills 5) Very much improved
6) Improved
7) Little improved
8) Notimproved at all
17.
Understanding about Japan How much do you understand about the
following topics?
Understanding on Japanese corporate culture | 5) Very much
and business practices/management systems 6) Much
7) Not much
8) Not atall
Work ethics in Japanese companies 5) Very much
6) Much
7) Not much
8) Not atall
Understanding on Japanese development 5) Very much
experience 6) Much
7) Not much
8) Not at all
18. Please select your feelings about Japan both at the time of application to the ABE Initiative and
currently.
Very positive Positive Neutral Negative Very
negative

At the time of application to
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the ABE Initiative

Current

SECTION 3: Career Development

19. Please select your current employment status.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

1) Employed (Full-time permanent)
2) Employed (Full-time temporary)
3) Employed (Part-time)
4)  Self-employed/freelance
5) Own business(es) and employ others
6) Studentin Japan
7)  Student in home country/third country
8) Unemployed
9) Others
Have you changed or quit your workplace/organization since you applied to the ABE Initiative program?
1) Yes
2) No

How long did it take to obtain employment again after you changed/quit your job?

Within a month
Within 3 months
Within 6 months
Within a year
More than a year

Please select your current workplace/organization.

1)
2)
3)

4)
5)

10)
11)

Local company

Japanese company in Japan

Japanese company in home country/third country (including local branch or company of a
Japanese corporation)

Japanese branch of foreign (other than Japanese) companies

Country office of Japanese governmental organization or administrative agency such as JICA and
JETRO

Foreign (other than Japanese) company in home country/third country

Governmental Institution (Ministry, local government, public corporation, etc.)
Educational/research institute (University, etc./ Not as a student)

NGO

International organization

Others

Please write the name of your current workplace/organization. If you do not wish to answer the question,
please leave it blank.

Is your current workplace/organization related to Japan?

Yes, there are Japanese employees

Yes, we are doing business with Japanese companies

Yes, we have relationship with Japanese governmental institutions (including JICA)
Yes, we have relationship with Japanese educational/research institutes

No

Others ( )

Is your current job related to Japan?

1) Yes, there are Japanese employees
2) Yes, we are doing business with Japanese companies
3) Yes, we have relationship with Japanese governmental institutions (including JICA)
4)  Yes, we have relationship with Japanese educational/research institutes
5) No
6) Others ( )
Have you worked at a Japanese company since applying to the ABE Initiative program?
1) Yes
2) No

Have you started up your own business since applying to the ABE Initiative program?
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1) Yes
2) No
28. Please select the most significant reason for being unemployed.
1) Difficult to find a job in the field of your expertise
2) Did not learn sufficient knowledge and skills at university
3) Employers did not value the degree highly
4)  Health and/or family circumstances
5) Others
29. Did you have an inclination to work at a Japanese company after completing your studies?
1) Yes
2) No
30. Have you searched for a job at a Japanese company since completing your studies?
1) Yes
2) No
31. Please select all among the following items that you think are bottlenecks to obtain a job at a Japanese
company or the reason that you do not have an inclination to work at a Japanese company.
1) Low number of Japanese companies operating in Africa
2) Low competitiveness of Japanese companies operating in Africa
3) Lack of information about employment in Japanese companies
4)  Mismatch between your expertise and the expertise needed by Japanese companies
5) Mismatch with desired position and offered position
6) Mismatch with desired salary and offered salary
7)  Cultural and/or language barrier
8) Others
32. Is your current job related to what you studied in your highest level of education?
1) Yes, very much
2)  Yes, to some extent
3) No
33. Please select all the reasons among the following for not working in the field related to your study.
1) Difficult to find a job in the field
2) Did not learn relevant knowledge and skills
3) Employers did not value the degree highly
4)  Earning potential in the field was too low
5) Personnel changes (assignment transfer) within the organization
6) Changed careers
7) Others
34. Are you currently in a supervisory/management position in your workplace/ organization?
1) Yes
2) No
35. How many employees do you supervise?
1) 1-9 employees
2)  10-19 employees
3) 20-49 employees
4)  50-99 employees
5) More than 100 employers
36. How would you compare your current position in your workplace/organization with the position you held
when you applied to the ABE Initiative program?
1) Lower
2) About the same
3) Higher
4)  Much higher
37. Please select the level of decision-making power you currently hold in your workplace/organization.

1) Decision-making power (on operational issues such as deadlines or managing
tasks/personnel/budgetary issues, etc.) in the project(s)/program(s) I’'m in charge

2) Decision-making power (on operational issues such as deadlines or managing
tasks/personnel/budgetary issues, etc.) in the team/unit | belong to

3) Decision-making power (on operational issues such as deadlines or managing
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tasks/personnel/budgetary issues, etc.) in the division/department | belong to
4) Decision-making power (on operational issues such as deadlines or managing
tasks/personnel/budgetary issues, etc.) in the entire organization | belong to
5) No decision-making power at any given level in my organization
38. Have you made any of the following contributions to your current workplace/organization since applying
to the ABE Initiative? Please select all that apply.
1) Iimproved management systems and/or procedures
2) | applied new methodologies in carrying out my work
3) | mentored my colleagues
4) | improved teaching methods for my students
5) | contributed to the development/improvement of technology, products, and services of my
organization
6) | contributed to increased productivity in my organization
7) Others (
8) None of the above applies
39. Please select all of the connections you currently have.
1) Connection with Japanese academia (researchers, universities, research institutions, etc.)
2) Connection with Japanese private companies (including the case employed by a Japanese
company)
3) Connection with Japanese governmental organizations (Ministry, local government, public
corporation etc.) /officials
4)  Connection with Japanese/international friends
5) None
6) Others ( )
40. When was the last time you contacted the following person(s)/organization(s)?
Within a Within 3 Within 6 Within a More
month months months year than a
year ago

Japanese academia
(researchers, universities,
research institutions, etc.)

Japanese private
companies

Japanese governmental
organizations (Ministry,
local government, public
corporation etc.) /officials

Japanese/international

friends

41. After applying to the ABE Initiative program, have you had any involvement with Japanese
people/organizations/companies (including government organizations, JICA, Universities, private
companies) in starting/expanding any business, project, joint research, etc. with African organizations
or in improving any existing activities of such kind?
* Involvement here includes relationships such as employment, business, joint research, JICA project,
provision of local information, introduction of local resource persons, etc.
1) Yes
2) No

42. Please describe your involvement with Japanese people/organizations/companies for each case. If you
have more than one case, please fill in Case 2 and Case 3. If there is no more than one case, please
leave them blank.
Case 1
Case 2
Case 3

43. After applying to the ABE Initiative, have you/your organization initiated any project/program, policy,
etc. relevant to the development issues of your home country?
1) Yes
2) No

44. Please describe the contents in detail for each of the project/program, policy, etc. relevant to the

development issues of your home country that you/your organization initiated. If you have more than
one case, please fill in Case 2 and Case 3. If there is no more than one case, please leave them blank.
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Case 1
Case 2
Case 3

SECTION 4: Availability for an interview

For those who live in Kenya or Rwanda

After receiving responses to this questionnaire, we plan to visit Nairobi, Kenia and Kigali, Rwanda in
February—March 2021 to meet in person with previous applicants of the ABE Initiative.

* Please note that depending on the prevalence of COVID-19, we may have to give up the trip and switch to
remote interviews from Japan.

Interview will take about an hour and will mainly ask a more detailed explanation of the responses to this
guestionnaire.

If you could help us with an interview, please indicate below how you would like to be contacted (email,
phone, WhatsApp, etc.).

Are you available for an interview?
1) Yes
2) No

Please provide us your contact information for setting up an interview.

This is the end of the questionnaire. Thank you for your cooperation.
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