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Leaflet No.1-6 (House Rent1) 

1 House Rent 1 

2 What comes under the definition of house? 

3 House means any house, storey, unit or room of the house, or land or cartilage occupied by 

such a house. (MCC 2074, sec. 383) 

4 What does it mean to rent a house?  

5 When person who has right, possession or ownership over a house lends the house to 

another person (tenant) to use it for a certain period of time and in a certain amount of rate, 

it is called giving a house on rent. (MCC 2074, sec. 383) 

6 Duties and rights of House Owner: 

7 Duties: 

a) To allow the tenant to use the house as per the agreement. [MCC 2074, section 389(a)] 

b) To arrange for water and electricity supply, sewerage and sanitation in the rented house. 

[MCC 2074, sec389 (b)] 

c) House which is not safe for human habitation should not be given on rent. [MCC 2074, 

sec.384(1)]  

d) The owner should disclose the weakness or fault, if any, in the structure of the house to 

the tenant before renting. (MCC 2074, sec.387) 

e) To prevent the tenant from insecurity, harassment or unrest from others. [MCC 2074, 

sec389 (c)] 

f) It is the obligation of the house owner to pay the tax and other charges of the rented 

house. (MCC 2074, section 392)  

8 Rights: 

a) The house owner has the right to claim the rent of the stipulated time period, with the 

tenant,  

b) The house owner can inspect the rented house by giving a prior notice, if needed. [MCC 

2074, sec 399(1)] 

c) The house owner has the right to evict the tenant in particular cases with a prior notice 

of 45 days. [MCC 2074, sec.401(1) (a-h)] : 

9 [For detail, please refer to leaflet No.X]  

10 Duties and rights of Tenant: 
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11 Duties:  

a) To pay the rent to the house owner within the specified period. [MCC 2074, sec390(a)]  

b) To maintain sanitation in the House, take care of, protect and safeguard the rented house 

properly and reasonably, as if it were his or her own. [MCC 2074, sec390(b)]. 

c) Prevent from doing any act such as causing unrest, harassment or insecurity to the other 

dwellers in the house or neighbors. [MCC 2074, sec 390(c)] 

13 Rights:  

a) The tenant can use and occupy the house as per his/her needs, in the manner as 

mentioned in the agreement 

b) Tenant can leave the house by giving a notice in writing to the house-owner in advance 

of at least thirty-five days in the following circumstances: 

1.  If the house owner fails to perform his/her duties,  

2. If the tenant no longer needs the house for the purpose for which he or she rented it 

and  

3. If the house owner does any act in contravention of the agreement. [MCC 2074, 

sec400(1)] 

4. If an agreement has been conducted with the house owner to further provide the 

house on rent to another person i.e re-rent (by the tenant), then the tenant can do so 

as per the agreement. [MCC 2074, sec 395 (1). 

14 Maintenance and repair of House 

15 Tenant’s responsibility 

a) The tenant should maintain sanitation in the House, take care of, protect and safeguard 

the rented house properly and reasonably, as if it were his or her own. [MCC 2074, 

sec390(b)]. 

b) The tenant should not make any changes in the structure of the house without the house 

owner’s consent. [MCC 2074, sec.396 (1)]. 

c) If it is mentioned in the agreement, it is the duty of the tenant to repair and maintain the 

house. [MCC 2074, sec 394(1)] 

d)  A tenant who rents a house for industrial or business purpose should do the insurance of 

the house. [MCC 2074, sec 396]  

16 House Owner’s responsibility and procedure 

a)   If the agreement provides that the house owner is obliged to repair and maintain the 

rented house and it is necessary to carry out any repair and maintenance of the house, 

the tenant shall give a notice in writing to the house owner in time. [MCC 2074, sec 394(2)] 
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b)  If the land-owner fails to repair and maintain the rented house despite the notice given 

pursuant to sub-section (2), the tenant may repair and maintain such a house. [MCC 2074, 

sec 394(3)] 

c)  In the above case, the tenant can deduct the billed amount of expenses incurred in the 

repair and maintenance of the house from the rent payable to the house owner. [MCC 

2074, sec 394(4)] 

d) Except as otherwise agreed upon, when the tenant carry out repair and maintenance in 

the above case, the tenant shall, in advance, prepare a cost estimate of the repair and 

maintenance and give its written information to the house owner in advance of fifteen 

days. 

17 Goods or chattels 

a) The house-owner shall, prior to renting his or her house, prepare a description of the goods 

or chattels in the house to be rented. (Sec 388(1)) 

b) In this case, the tenant shall receive such goods or chattels and give a receipt thereof to the 

house-owner. (Sec 388(2)) 

c) The tenant, while leaving the rented house, should count the goods or chattels in his or her 

custody, clean or color the house, if required, and hand over the same in good condition to 

the house owner [MCC 2074, sec.403 (1)], but the tenant is not bound to reimburse for any 

goods or chattel which is depreciable in the course of daily use. [MCC 2074, sec.403 (3) (2)]. 

18 Please refer to the leaflet on House Rent 2 for information on  

-Requirements for house rent agreement 

- Eviction and Termination 

 


