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SPEAKERS PRO

Dr. KITAOKA Shinichi,
g President, JICA

Dr. KITAOKA Shinichi is President of the Japan International Cooperation
Agency. Before assuming the present post, he was President of the International
University of Japan.

Dr. Kitaoka’s career includes Professor of National Graduate Institute for
Policy Studies (GRIPS) (2012-), Professor of Graduate Schools for Law and
Politics, the University of Tokyo (1997-2004, 2006-2012), Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Deputy Permanent Representative of
Japan to the United Nations (2004-2006), Professor of College of Law and
Politics, Rikkyo University (1985-1997)

Dr. Kitaoka'’s specialty is modern Japanese politics and diplomacy. He obtained
his B.A. (1971) and his Ph.D. (1976) both from the University of Tokyo. He is
Emeritus Professor of the University of Tokyo.

He has numerous books and articles in Japanese and English including A
Political History of Modern Japan: Foreign Relations and Domestic Politics
(Tokyo: Yuhikaku, 2011), Political Dynamics of the United Nations: Where
Does Japan Stand? (Tokyo: Chuokoron-Shinsha, 2007) and Japan as a Global
Player (Tokyo: NTT Publishing, 2010)

He received many honors and awards including the Medal with Purple Ribbon
for his academic achievements in 2011.

Dr. Ibrahim Assane Mayaki, Chief
Executive Officer, AUDA-NEPAD

Dr. Ibrahim Assane Mayaki of the Republic of Niger is the Chief Executive
Officer of the African Union Development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD), formerly
known as the NEPAD Planning and Coordinating Agency.

He was appointed to the position in January 2009. A former Prime Minister
of Niger, from 1997 to 2000, Dr. Mayaki has a Master’s degree from the
National School of Public Administration (Enap), Quebec, Canada and a PhD
in Administrative Sciences from the University of Paris I, France.

He worked as a Professor of Public Administration in Niger and Venezuela.
From 1996 to 1997 he was appointed Minister in charge of African Integration
and Cooperation and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Niger.

In August 2000, he set up the Analysis Centre for Public Policy in Senegal.
From 2000 to 2004, Dr. Mayaki was a guest Professor at the University of
Paris Xl, where he lectured on international relations.

He also led research at the Research Centre on Europe and the Contemporary
World within that university. In 2004, he served as Executive Director of the
Platform in support of Rural Development in West and Central Africa, the
Rural Hub, based in Dakar, Senegal.

Ms. Henrietta H Fore,
Executive Director, UNICEF

Henrietta H. Fore became UNICEF’s seventh Executive Director on 1
January 2018. She has worked to champion economic development,
education, health, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief in a public
service, private sector and non-profit leadership career that spans more
than four decades.

Prior to UNICEF, Ms. Fore served as the Administrator of the U.S. Agency
for International Development (USAID) and Director of United States
Foreign Assistance. The first woman to serve in these roles, she was
responsible for managing $39.5 billion of U.S. foreign assistance annually,
including support to peoples and countries recovering from disaster and
building their futures economically, politically and socially.

Earlier in her career at USAID, Ms. Fore was appointed Assistant
Administrator for Asia and Assistant Administrator for Private Enterprise.
Previously, Ms. Fore served as Under Secretary of State for Management,
the Chief Operating Officer for the U.S. Department of State.
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Ms. Gerda Verburg,
;M UN SUN Movement Coordinator

Since August 2016, Gerda Verburg (NL) is serving as UN Assistant
Secretary-General and Coordinator of the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN)
Movement, working with the 64 country governments that lead the
SUN Movement, united with UN agencies, civil society, business and
donors, in a common mission to defeat malnutrition in all its forms.
Prior to her appointment, she served as Chair of the Agenda Council for
Food and Nutrition of the World Economic Forum (WEF), 2014; was
elected as Chair of the UN Committee on World Food Security (CFS),
2013, and served as Permanent Representative of the Netherlands to
the United Nations Rome-based agencies (FAO, IFAD and WFP) from
2011.

Ms. Verburg was elected as Chair of the UN Commission on Sustainable
Development (CSD 17) in 2008, following her appointment the previous
year as Minister of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality of the
Netherlands.

Dr. Qu Dongyu,
Director-General, FAQ

Dr Qu Dongyu took office on 1 August 2019 as Director-General of
FAO.

Born in 1963 in Hunan Province, China, Qu studied horticultural
science at Hunan Agricultural University, plant breeding and genetics
at the graduate school, CAAS. He later added a PhD on agriculture
and environmental science at Wageningen University.

Before coming to FAO, Qu served as China’s Vice Minister of Agriculture
and Rural Affairs, promoted inclusive and innovative development
and make sure information and communication technologies (ICT)
were available in rural areas.

As Vice Governor of Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, Qu formulated
action plans aimed at poverty reduction, women empowerment,
youth startups, agritourism and solidarity between ethnic groups.

As FAO DG, Qu makes the full range of his efforts to build a dynamic,
open, transparent and deliverable FAO to achieve the 2030 Agenda
through the transformation to more efficient, inclusive, resilient and
sustainable agri-food systems for better production, better nutrition,
a better environment, and a better life, leaving no one behind.

Dr. Mamta Murthi,
Vice President for Human
Development, World Bank Group

Mamta started as Vice President for Human Development at the World
Bank on July 1, 2020. In this role she oversees the Global Practices for
Education; Health, Nutrition, and Population; Gender; Social Protection
and Jobs - as well as the Human Capital Project.

Mamta has held many leadership positions at the World Bank, including as
Director of Operations Policy (2019), Director of Strategy and Operations
in Infrastructure (2018), Director of Strategy and Operations in the Africa
Region (2015-2018), and Regional Country Director for the EU, based in
Brussels (2012-15).

An economist by training, she has had technical roles in Social Protection
and Labor (1996-2004) and Education (2006-10). She was Deputy Director
of the World Development Report on Development and the Next
Generation in 2006. During 1998-2000, Mamta was MacArthur Fellow for
Poverty and Inequality at King’s College, Cambridge.

Mamta joined the World Bank as a Young Professional in 1995. She has a
Bachelors’ Degree in Economics from St. Stephen’s College, University of
Delhi and a D.Phil in Economics from the University of Oxford. Mamta has
written extensively on poverty, demography, education, pensions, and
skills and is well-known for her econometric studies on fertility in India.



