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(IWRM) in different contexts

Miha Matsubayashi and Mayu Omura

ABSTRACT

The significance of integrated water resources management (IWRM) is
broadly recognized, but practical implementation methods are little
known. This paper proposes a Practical IWRM approach that has the
potential to accelerate consensus-building and problem-solving relat-
ing to water resources based on the formation of an aligned percep-
tion of natural and human-made water resource systems among
stakeholders, and the establishment of a properly functioning multi-
stakeholder partnership (MSP). This approach was applied in four
countries — Sudan, Bolivia, Indonesia and Iran — where it has worked
well in different contexts, and can be an effective methodology usable
elsewhere in the field.
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Historically, humanity has employed various methods of local water governance through
mediation and arbitration in conflicts over water shortages and disasters. In the modern era,
via advancements in civil engineering technology, large reservoirs and water supply facilities
are constructed to meet demands without consideration of the natural or social environ-

ment; consequently, sustainability of water resources management is gradually receiving
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