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Report from Harvesting Event at JICA Tsukuba Center

We would like to introduce an event held at Tsukuba to show an example of various fascinating opportunities
provided by the respective JICA Domestic Offices in your area.

JICA Tsukuba Center is one of JICA Domestic Offices located in Ibaraki
Prefecture where Participants from both short-term and long-term
training courses learn and live. This center is unique for its specialization
in agriculture with three acres of rice field.

On September 16, Tsukuba Center held a harvesting event where
Participants and citizens from neighboring area harvested rice grown in
the plots. Approximately twenty families around the city came to the
center to attend the event and JICA Participants were there to instruct,
assist, and have fun with those who joined the day.

JICA Tsukuba center has three acres of rice field
in and outside of the center

The rice planted by JICA Participants in May this year had grown well.
Though it was the very first experience for most of the attendees, they
carefully cut the rice one bunch at a time with the assistance of JICA
Participants. The process of stringing the harvested rice into bundles of about
three bundles was a bit difficult, and the JICA Participants were seen helping
with this task as well.

In addition to the rice harvesting experience, JICA Participants and citizines
enjoyed tasting ethnic cuisines made with NERICA's rice, a variety developed
by JICA for rice farming in Africa.
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how to tie rice plants

At the end of the meeting, JICA Participants had
the opportunity to enjoy an exchange through
songs and dances with the styles of Participants’
respective home country, giving the Japanese local
community a firsthand experience of Japan's
international cooperation activities.

JICA Participants and children from the neighborhood gather after the event
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Interviews from JICA Participants of the event

You're here as instructors today. How was it teaching and interacting with
Japanese participants?

Gibril san: Extraordinary. Since we came to Japan, we haven't had an
opportunity where we share ideas with Japanese people. Seeing this event
today is extraordinary because we believe we are accepted and appreciated.

Samuel san: | was in the rice filed to teach. | obpreciote this opportunity
because communicating with Japanese people is sometimes difficult because
they are a bit shy. | appreciated being together and working with them.

Why are you very good at teaching kids?

o
Gibril san: We have kids in our own countries. Interacting with these little
ones gives me memories of being with my kids. It's a big pleasure to have
them around us. ) n
Samuel san: It's a veryrgoad experience for me teaching them how to harvest
rice. Harvesting rice is very important because it gives the kids the idea of
future. L
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Do you have any ceremonies for harvesting like this? @

Gibril san: Yes, we do. We have something called Sisin. From November to
December, some farmers have similar event to today’s event. The ceremony
depends on the capability of farmers.

Samuel san: We do have activities but it's not community-based.

It's a farmer-based event. It's smaller than today’s event. It includes me, my
wife, my close family. When it comes to harvesting, maybe | would invite
someone who plays drums and sings for my family and me. v
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Mr. Gibril Santigie Sesay
(Sierra Leone)
Short time training course forImprouvement
of Rice Cultivation Techn'lq:les
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Mr. Samuel S. Tornkollie
(Liberia)

Short time training course for Improuvement

of Rice Cultivation Techniques
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Visit our JICA-DSP website to see what JICA Participants are up to!

Did you know that JICA-DSP (JICA Development Studies Program) has a website?
This website will not only help you learn more about our programs but also help you find useful information and contents.
Click here!

’ Testimonials Click here

Here you will find testimonials from JICA-DSP Participants, including current participants and host universities!
- Flfty years of ASEAN - Japan Friendship and Cooperation Click here
- JICA Alumni Voices from JKUAT Vol.I: Interview with Dr. Annah Khatenje Indech Click here
- The JICA Development Studies Program (JICA-DSP) is a "Win-Win" for JICA International Students and Japanese Alike. Click here

’ Newsletter Click here

We started posting back numbers on our website for those who have missed them out.
Now you can have a look at them anytime!

’ Learning Materials Click here
Video materials created by JICA can be viewed on YouTube.
Please make use of them for your research and development in your home country.

The JICA-DSP Promotional Video is now up!
Please share it with those who might be interested!

If you have any comments, suggestions or ideas please contact us!
Student Support Team: student-support@jice.org
We welcome to someone who share your story or pictures in Japan.

@ Follow us on Facebook!
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