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---Mr. Miyamoto Visits MostarMr. Miyamoto Visits MostarMr. Miyamoto Visits Mostar---   

In September 2013, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe announced the detailed contents 

of ñSport for Tomorrow (SFT)ò, a program of international contribution through sports by the 

Government of Japan.  

The purpose of this program is to expand sporting value and promote Olympic and Para-

lympic movement to the people of all generations, especially the youth, for a better future of 

the world. The program targets more than 10 million people in over 100 countries, including 

developing countries in the upcoming years toward 2020 Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic 

Games.  

SFT program consists of three main pillars, International Cooperation and Exchange 

through Sport, Establishment and Promotion of International Sports-related Human 

Resources and Continuing Support to International Anti-Doping Efforts.  

JICA is directly contributing to the SFT program through Volunteer Programs and dispatch-

ing sports instructors, and through the Technical Cooperation in the field of sports.  

In the spirit of SFT program, Former cap-

tain of Japan national football team and 

the President of NGO Mali Most (Little 

Bridge), Tsuneyasu Miyamoto visited the 

City of Mostar in the beginning of January 

2017. His first official visit to this famous 

city in Bosnia and Herzegovina was in 

2014, when the idea of establishing 

Sports Academy ñMali Mostò was consid-

ered. Three years later, in January 2017, 

Miyamoto visited Sports Center 

ñKantarevacò, which has been recon-

structed with the help of Japanese Gov-

ernment. Now it houses Sports Academy 

ñMali Mostò, where 55 boys and girls, from 

different ethnic groups, practice free of 

charge. Miyamoto in collaboration with 

JICA aimed at establishing an Academy 

which will enhance ethnic reconciliation 

through sport and promote respect, fair 

play and teamwork among children of dif-

ferent ethnic groups, for the sake of better 

future for all.  

JICA NEWSJICA NEWSJICA NEWS   

Miyamoto visiting ñKantarevacò Sports Center 

Members of ñMali Mostò Academy and Miyamoto after the 

joint training at Sports Centerôs indoor pitch 
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Project of Capacity Building for Analysis and Reduction Measures of Persistent Organic Pollutants in SerbiaProject of Capacity Building for Analysis and Reduction Measures of Persistent Organic Pollutants in SerbiaProject of Capacity Building for Analysis and Reduction Measures of Persistent Organic Pollutants in Serbia   

Data collection survey on refugee support in Balkan regionData collection survey on refugee support in Balkan regionData collection survey on refugee support in Balkan region   

KOSOVOKOSOVOKOSOVO   

Country Focused Training on Community Development  in Japan CompletedCountry Focused Training on Community Development  in Japan CompletedCountry Focused Training on Community Development  in Japan Completed   

In this project, which started in March 2014, Hyogo Prefectural Institute of Environ-

mental Sciences and University of Belgrade have jointly worked on the analysis 

and monitoring of persistent organic pollutants (POPs) in Pancevo city.  

 In February 2017, the final seminar was held in Pancevo city hall, and more than 

50 persons attended the seminar. Participants looked back on activities of the pro-

ject over the past three years. They also actively exchanged their opinions about 

the further cooperation in the future. 

At the final seminar in Pancevo 

Since 2015, a large number migrants and refugees from the Middle East countries 

who are heading for the EU countries have passed through the Balkan region and 

thousands of them are obliged to stay for a long time in Serbia and Macedonia. 

JICA has started the data collection survey on refugee support in this region. Ac-

cording to the survey, supporting needs of health care sector and waste manage-

ment sector at local governments were confirmed.  

Considering this situation, in March 2017, JICA provided X-ray machine and medi-

cal equipment to Presevo and Vranje in Serbia. 

 

Medical equipment donated by JICA 

From the latter half of January to mid-February, the group of 12 (8 Albanians and 

4 Serbians) visited Hiroshima, Tokushima and Fukushima in order to learn Japa-

nese experiences on rural economic promotion, peace building and reconstruc-

tion. The training aims to support own initiatives of training participants on rural 

revitalization and trust building among different ethnic groups by mobilizing Koso-

vo communities, based on what they learned from Japanese experiences. For 

instance, they learned reconstruction works and peace effort after the war and 

marketing for local products in Hiroshima, rural industry development using a lo-

cal fruit and tree leaves as well as waste separation effort in Tokushima, and 

NPOsô rural revitalization works after Tsunami disaster in Iwaki, Fukushima. On 

the last day of training, members presented their own plans such as support to 

local agricultural production, creation of unique products, branding, and organiz-

ing fairs following examples of road side stations and Tokushima Marche, etc. 

The members have established their own community throughout the stay in Japan and are communicating to each other since 

after the return from Japan; and it is likely that members are to come up with new collaboration between different municipalities 

and private-public initiatives in the coming future.  

Group discussion at JICA Center in Hiroshima 
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BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINABOSNIA and HERZEGOVINABOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA   

The Project for ConfidenceThe Project for ConfidenceThe Project for Confidence---Building through Rural Development FinalizedBuilding through Rural Development FinalizedBuilding through Rural Development Finalized   

 On 21 February 2017, the Final Presentation Seminar of the ñProject for Confidence-building through Rural Developmentò was 

held in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. Around 90 participants from diplomatic missions, donor agencies, NGOs, relating 

ministries, etc. as well as mayors from Bratunac, Rogatica, 

and Srebrenica, and the assistant minister from the Minis-

try of Agriculture, Forestry, and Water Management, Re-

public Srpska (located in Banja Luka) attended the semi-

nar. From Japanese side, H.E. Ambassador of Japan to 

Bosnia and Herzegovina and Chief Representative of JICA 

Balkan Office presented at the seminar. 

 The Project commenced in January 2014 and it is sched-

uled to be finalized by the end of March 2017 as planned. 

JICA firstly dispatched a long-term expert to Srebrenica in 

March, a city in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and subsequent-

ly carried out the Project for Confidence-Building in Sre-

brenica on Agricultural and Rural Enterprise Development 

from September 2008 to November 2013. Building on the 

outcomes of those earlier projects, this project aims at fur-

ther resident reconciliation through the inclusive strength-

ening of a fair regional development system, including 

Bratunac and Rogatica, neighbors to Srebrenica. 

At the opening address, the assistant minister from the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Forestry, and Water Management mentioned that the 

Project has been recognized as a successful one and integration 

and reconciliation are essential for agricultural development, ex-

pressed appreciation to the assistance from the Government of Ja-

pan. The mayors of Bratunac, Rogatica, and Srebrenica expressed 

their gratitude for JICA cooperation. 

 H.E. Ambassador of Japan to Bosnia and Herzegovina highlighted 

that utilizing their experience through knowledge-sharing program in 

Japan by three mayors, and realizing activities indicated the action 

plans are expected.  The Chief Representative of the JICA Balkan 

Office noted that JICA had locally disbursed funds amounting to ap-

proximately 4 million convertible marks (approx. 250 million Japa-

nese Yen) for the Project activities. 

The Chief Advisor of the Project provided a presentation of the Pro-

ject framework including raspberry production, honey production, 

sheep production, small scale irrigation, recovering grass land, and D

-HOPE (decentralized Hands-On Program Approach) activities. Each municipality then gave a presentation on activities and out-

puts of the Project. Bratunac municipality stressed its promoting raspberry production which includes establishing a nursery of 

raspberry seedlings, rehabilitation of small scale infrastructure, and honey production. According to the Rogatica presentation, 

work has been proceeding in introducing beekeeping, sheep production, orchard fruit production and superior dairy cows, as 

well as in introducing communal use agricultural equipment. Srebrenica municipality reported that itôs promoted agricultural prod-

ucts such as raspberries, honey, sheep and cows, restoration of small-scale infrastructure. The three municipalities then pre-

sented action plan using D-HOPE for 2017. 

As the Project will be finalized in March 2017, continuing the activities and utilizing the outcomes of the Project with initiative and 

leadership of each municipality are expected. 

H.E. Mr. Ogawa, the Ambassador of Japan to BiH, addresses the at-

tendees at the final seminar 
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