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Spoiled by Japanese "advanced" toilets?

*In the 2010 Shanghai Expo, one of the things that has attracted visitors is "the
best toilet in the world" exhibited at the Japan Industry Pavilion. The toilet. one of
the "Regio" models made by INAX Corporation, has been quite popular among the
Chinese visitors for its advanced features - its lid opens automatically as you get
closer, it plays relaxing music while you're doing your business, and it helps clean
you afterwards with a gentle jet of water, and so on.

Regio is one example that shows the Japanese passion for toilets. Otohime (Sound
Princess). a small device that plays a flushing sound to cover the sound of bodily
functions. is probably another unique product for Japanese toilets. Many Japanese
women tend to be embarrassed about being heard by others while using the toilet,
so they used to flush public toilets continuously while using them, wasting a large
amount of water. To avoid such wastefulness, Otohime was introduced by TOTO in
1980, and has now been installed in many public toilets throughout Japan.
Meanwhile, the Washlet, an advanced type of toilet with many functions, was also
released by TOTO in 1980. The functions include a bidet, blow dryer, seat heating,
automatic flushing, etc. The Washlet gradually became common in public
restrooms. and then also became popular in private households. Now, a lot of
families have Washlets in their homes, and some people love their Washlet so much
that they cannot contemplate using "normal” toilets any more.

Now that many Japanese are so used to "the best toilet in the world, " they are likely
to struggle with other types of toilets when they travel abroad. They will probably
not be able to find fabulous Washlet types - instead, they may encounter toilets
that are too simple or too filthy. Being able to relax in Japanese washrooms is a
great thing, but it might also be better for them to stay familiar with various types
of traditional toilets. in case of "emergency."
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