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The EU has a policy of actively encouraging citizens to learn foreign languages, not
only at school and university, but as a lifelong activity. This is why it has recently been
proposed that all EU citizens should be able to speak their mother tongue, plus two
other EU languages. This is not an unattainable dream. It is, after all, already the case
in several member states or regions.

Multilingualism is a fact of life in Europe. The active policy of encouraging more
citizens to become even more multilingual is stimulated in part by a desire to improve
communication and to overcome linguistic barriers to trade and the free movement of
people. More importantly, it is based upon a respect for the cultural heritage of each
citizen and on the belief that with the learning of language skills come many other
abilities and qualities that are of crucial importance to the European citizen of the
future. The more Europe builds upon its multilingual nature, the more mutual
understanding and solidarity among all its peoples will be strengthened.
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&$ 4  “Language in Danger”

What does it mean to us when a language disappears? Languages are similar to
plants or animals in a sense. When they die out, it is as if they are made extinct by other
bigger languages. But in another way, languages are not like living things at all. When a
plant or animal species dies, it is easy to understand what has been lost: one more living
things on the earth is gone forever. When people die, they leave signs of their presence
in the world, in the form of their living places, tombs, and artifacts. A language, on the
other hand, is not a thing we can directly see. It is only a product of the mind. When it
dies, it never leaves signs of its remains, and it is as if it had never been. Yet, what we
lose when a language dies is the possibility of a unique way of seeing and describing the
world. That is, we lose the opportunity to see the world from a point of view that may be
quite different from our own.

(PRO-VISION ENGLSH COURSEII New Edition 064 Lesson 8 “Language in Danger” X ¥ k)




&H5  “Virtual Water”

When you hear the word "water," you may think of the water in a glass or bathtub.
That's the kind of water which you are most familiar with. However, there is another
kind of water.

How much water is needed to produce a hamburger? The answer, which might
surprise you, is about
1,000 liters.

Let me explain. You need lots of water to grow wheat for bread. Research shows that
you need 2,000 liters of water to produce one kilogram of wheat. You also need 2,000
liters of water to produce one hundred grams of beef. Why do you need so much water to
produce beef? The reason is that a lot of feed is necessary to raise cattle. Water is
needed to produce that feed.

Since Japan cannot produce enough wheat or beef, it imports a lot of both of these
products from abroad. And this means that we are indirectly importing a large amount
of water.

As you know, Japan imports not only wheat and beef but also many other agricultural
products. Japan also imports some industrial products. The water that is used in making
such imported products is called "virtual water."

Please look at Figure 1, which shows how much virtual water is used in various
products. You can see that corn and soybeans need a large amount of water. Most of
these crops are used as feed for cattle raised in Japan. Figure 2 shows the countries from
which we are importing virtual water. As you can see, we are importing as much as 64
billion cubic meters (64,000,000,000ny) in one year. This is equal to two-thirds of the total
use of regular "real" water in Japan.

(WORLD TREK ENGLISH COURSEI Lesson4 “Virtual Water” X ¥ #¥p)
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