Comparing Cultures and Language

Exchange with students in Malawi
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1. What is your favorite food?

My favorite food is Aloko. It is Fried bananas with onions, chilies, and fish.
2. What language(s) can you speak?

I can speak three languages: French, Swahili and my tribe's language, Dyula.
3. How is your school life?

Everyday I walk one hour to school early in the morning. On the way I pick up sticks
to bring to school. All the children bring sticks to make a fire to cook our school lunch.
4. Do you have any big festivals in your culture?

Every year in my village we have a festival. The men wear beautiful wooden masks
and do special dances. The masks have spirits in them. Also, in our spring festival
FeteDipri, everyone runs naked out of their houses. This is to purify the village. It is
fun.

5. How many people are in your family?

I have a big family. My father, mother, 3 sisters and 3 brothers, and grandfather and
grandmother all live together.
6. What are your hopes and dreams?

I hope that we can have a good harvest. Then I can keep going to school and someday,
become a photographer. I want to take pictures of my beautiful country to show the
world!
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Who wrote the letter to you?

Was there anything that surprised you in the letter?
Were there any pictures in the letter? Of what?

What was similar about their life and your life?

What was different about their life and your life?

How did you feel when you read the letter?
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Thank you very much!




