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A Bridge between Japan and Laos

Section]|

One day in 1994 a newspaper article came to the attention of a number of the student council
of Kochi Commercial High School. The article said that schools were in short supply in Laos.
He talked about this in a meeting of the student council. The numbers were interested in the
story and decided to join a project of the Kochi Laos Association to build schools in Laos. They
began to collect money through donations and bazaars held in the school festival.

The money they collected in two years was about 1.2 million yen. They sent it to the Laotian
Ministry of Education by way of the association. The ministry used the money to build two
primary schools in Laos.

Section2

In 1996, the new members of the student council wanted to continue the project. This time
they changed from the donation-oriented one. So they decided to start a corporation. By doing
this, both Laotian and Japanese people could be involved in the project equally.

The student council sold shares to students, teachers, and parents in the corporation. The price
was 300 yen each. They used part of this money to help send some students to Laos. In Laos the
students went to markets where they could buy Laotian goods. They brought the goods back to
Kochi and sold them at the school festival. They used the money to buy back the shares and
give the shareholders a small profit. The remaining money was given to the association to help
build a third school. Then they dissolved the corporation.



Section3

The corporation was started again the next year. The students wanted the people of Kochi to
know about the project. So they opened a Laotian goods corner in a local department store. In
the corner, they showed pictures painted by Laotian children. They also gave demonstrations of
Laotian dances. These impressed people who visited the corner. From the profit of goods sold at
the department store and the school festival, a fourth school was built.

In the council’s final meeting, a number of the next year’s student council said, “Let’s have a
joint project with the local people.” This proposal was accepted, and the students decided to join
a festival on a local shopping street. They held the first ‘Harimaya Street Festival’ in 2000. That
was the year when they made the greatest profit in the project’s history. It was another success
for them, their community, and their Laotian friends.

Section4

The Kochi students feel there are three basic reasons why their project has been successful.
First, the students have changed from a ‘one-way donation’ to a ‘two-way exchange’. The
students and people of Kochi learned a lot through Laotian goods and displays of Laotian life.
And the Laotian students learned about Japanese life and culture when the Japanese students
visited Laos.

Second, the profit they got from the project has been mainly used for the benefit of society. It
has paid back society at both local and global levels. The project was very useful for the
betterment of people. This is the fundamental aim of ‘economic activities’.

Third, because they have banded down the project from 1994 to the present, it has become
recognized. Through this continuity, connections between people in Japan and Laos have been
deepened and improved.



|Wor‘k—shee‘r for Sectionl

1. Answer the questions in English.

@O What did the member of the student council?

@ How did they collect the money?

2. Think and share the idea.

Dear Visitors,
This school is in trouble with lack of money.
Your donation helps them fo buy teaching

materials and tools for school children.

Please kindly donate your $10 to this school!

Aiko Nakamura

Source: BH¥#HEWS [T T5aMcE 2L 2] p.9

You visit Donko Village, Laos. This is the village of ethnic minority. There are dogs, pigs,
and chikiens in this village. There is also a small primary school. This hight, you are
billeted in a private home. When you eat dinner villagers made, one of your members
say, “ I noticed the signboard near the primary school.” Your group are interested in the

contents of the signboard.




Q1 HAEFIZRya—FO/NFERIZ1I0 RAEFSLETH, ZJ—FL LT
BXANES LI ZEH L TSV WilxiE, 3 A%+ 5 &1
UL, B30 Ravicen £9),

Q2 HAREIETA FOEBICOVTERLET 1, Kt LETH, Zhizs
DEHREATL Y 9, ( TER TR TR0t TRt o 4

E40))

Q3 TATOIEFHNLY IWHDIZR57-012F, Eo9oLb6XknwWTL XD
My T RNA RAEEZ T TEEN,



|Wor'k—shee‘r for Section2. 3

1. Answer the questions in English.

(O Who wanted to do something more than just collecting donations?

@ What did the student council do to get money?

@ Where did the students open a Laotian goods corner?

@ Who suggested the idea of a joint project?

2. Think and share the idea.

You visited Donko Village and came back to Vientiane, the capital of Laos. While staying
Vientiane, you will visit local NGOs working for Donko Village. The purpose of visit is
knowing the local NGOs and get hints of our activity.

You visited three NGOs. These NGOs require funds for their projects.
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|Wor'k—shee‘r for Sec‘rion41
1. Answer the questions in English.

O How many reasons are there for the success of the project?

@ Why has the project become recognized?
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A Bridge between Japan and Laos
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