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Towards a Class on the “Forgotten Pain”, Rights, and Representation
of the Indigenous Ainu People:
Diverse Ways of Thinking and Living as Shown by Human Migration

Ayako Fukuyama (Senshu University) * Kyoko Nakayama (Teikyo University)

This study examines the development of lessons on the “Forgotten Pain”, rights, and representation of the
indigenous Ainu people, while addressing the diverse ways of thinking and living that human migration reveals.

This study shows some perspectives for developing lessons that enable children to learn about the indigenous
Ainu people's history of suffering, their rights, and the colonialism surrounding their representation. At the same
time, the study confirms that diverse ways of thinking, living, and cultural representation can be observed from
the point of view of human migration.

The perspectives on lessons outlined in this study have the potential to promote awareness and recognition of
the facts regarding those who identified the “indigenous Ainu people”, dismantled their subsistence economy,
and discriminated against them throughout their history.

Students who take such lessons are expected to become “citizens” capable of determining appropriate

treatment for all, including minorities.

Keywords: Human Migration, The Indigenous Ainu People, “Forgotten Pain”, Rights, Representation
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