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An Aspect of Japanese Emigration to Canada after World War II

— The Establishment of the Canadian Immigration Office in Japan —

Junko Kino (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

Canada effectively prohibited immigration from Japan for a long period, even after World War II. It was
not until the early 1960s that Canada began accepting Japanese immigrants as the skilled workers it required.
In 1964, both Japan and Canada considered establishing an immigration office in Tokyo to promote Japanese
emigration to Canada. The Japanese side sought the involvement of the Japan Emigration Service (later JICA),
but this was incompatible with the Canadian position that immigration was solely a Canadian matter. This
article examines the negotiations between Japan and Canada, as well as reactions within Canada's Department
of Citizenship and Immigration, using archival materials from both nations. It demonstrates that the proposed
office's establishment signified Canada's stance of broadly recruiting immigrants worldwide ahead of the
introduction of the points system in 1967, while for Japan, it represented a shift towards “emigration to

developed countries.”

Keywords: Japanese Canadians, Japanese emigration to Canada after WWII, Canada-Japan relations,

Immigration Office in Japan, Visa Office of the Embassy of Canada to Japan
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