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Deepening Autumn: A Sociological Study of Prewar Japanese Canadian

Haiku Communities

Tsuyoshi Amano (Tokoha University)

This study examines the sociological significance of haiku activities among Japanese immigrants in pre-
World War II British Columbia, Canada. While previous scholarship has emphasized literary expression or the
localization of kigo (seasonal keywords) , this research repositions haiku as a socio-cultural practice through
the theoretical frameworks of Emile Durkheim'’s “collective conscience,” Pierre Bourdieu's “cultural capital,”
and Antonio Gramsci's “hegemony.” By analyzing ginsha (haiku groups) formed within industrial settlements
—including mill camps, farming communities, and urban commercial districts—alongside the Vancouver-
based Ajiro-kai and the Japanese-language newspaper Tairiku Nippo, this study demonstrates that haiku was far
more than a recreational pursuit. It functioned both as a ritual practice fostering communal solidarity and as a
mechanism for constructing cultural hierarchies and elite identities within the ethnic community. Furthermore,
participation in Japanese literary magazines enabled symbolic affiliation with the homeland and affirmed the
cultural refinement of immigrant poets. Ultimately, this study reveals haiku as a dynamic medium through

which identity was reconstructed and social order maintained within the prewar Nikkei diaspora.

Keywords: Japanese Canadians, haiku, collective conscience, sociocultural status, cultural refinement



