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The Japanese Community in White Rock /
La Cemmunauté Japonaise & Whilie Rock

Around the turn of the 20th century, many Japanese settlers began coming
10 the coast of British Columbia in search of a better life, arid opportunity.
in the British colony of Canada. Japanese settlers worked all over BC in
sawinills, or as fishermen, and many worked in Surrey as farmers.

Genichi and Tari Honda came to White Rock ir 1917, and Genihi worked
at the Campbell River Lumber Company until it closed. There were about
R0 Jaranese families who lived in Whitz Rock while the sawmill was in
operation, When the mili zlosed, the Hondas moved just up the road to
1378 Keil Street.

Michael Honda is Genichi and Tami’s youngest son. Mike enjoyed
growing up in White Rock fishing for crab, and selling wilci strawberries
and blackberries with his sister. In the summers, the Honda family

enjoyed visiting with many large groups of Japanese farmers who

cama to White Rock for a beach day,‘1

By the 1920s, a Japanese Language Scnool was built in White Rock,
along with many other similar schoois throughout BC, In general,
these schools taugnt Japanese language and customs to Japanese

children born in Canada.

IMAGE: PICHIC ON WEST BEY<H, C1028.
COUPTESY OF THE NIKKEI NATIONAL MUSEUM, 1993.34.16.
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X1 : Pier Panel “The Japanese Community in White Rock”™ — (White Rock
Museum & Archives / Hugh Fllenwood ICHRes « #EHL)




X2 : Pier Panel ‘“Campbell River Lumber C'ompan y” (White Rock Museum
& Archives / Hugh Ellenwood [CH# « £211)
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