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¥ Language is not just a means of communication. Without language, humans would not be able to [ A =
think at all. Language is deeply connected to emotion, imagination, behavior and identity. . S

§ There are approximately 7,000 languages in the world. Some of them are languages in danger of R
g disappearing due to a decrease in the number of users. According to “the Atlas of the World’s ————

Languages in Danger (3rd edition, 2010) “published by UNESCO, approximately 2,500 languages "%
¢ around the world are facing risk of extinction. T |

// In Japan,eight languages (Ainu, Hachijo, Amami, Kunigami, Okinawan, Miyako, Yaeyama, Yonaguni,) a :
. are considered to be "endangered languages.” = ®
*UNESCO does not distinguish between "languages" and "dialects"; they are all referred to as wssssmmm

. "languages". —
L~ Vocabulary and expressions that have developed over a long period of time through life rooted in ===,

, the land are unique assets that represent the culture and nature of the region. It is one part of the == * 4

/ people themselves. Language extinction is an important issue related to the maintenance of K |
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BEH  The number of materials: 31,319(as of August 15, 2024)
#0ZF materials written in Japanese: 18,362/ ¥% in other languages: 12,957

New Arrivals!
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“ONLINE"” Book Reading Session Presented by
WICA Okinawa Participant & Yonaguni dialect speakers
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Co-organized by
Yonaguni Town Library & JICA Okinawa Library
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