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125th Anniversary of Okinawan Emigration to Hawaii
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The connection between Okinawa and Hawaii began on January 8, 1900 (Meiji 33), when the first group of 26
immigrants from Okinawa arrived at the port of Honolulu in Hawaii. After arriving in Hawaii, the immigrants began
working as migrant workers on sugar cane plantations. The contribution of Kyuzo Toyama (from Kin Town),
known as the "father of overseas immigration," to sending emigrants to Hawaii was significant. This history of
emigration leads to the Uchinanchu, who are now thought to number around 420,000 around the world.

During the Battle of Okinawa in 1945, pork, an indispensable part of Okinawa's food culture, suffered great
damage. When the Okinawans who had immigrated to Hawaii heard about this, they raised money to buy 550
pigs from the U.S. mainland and sent them from Hawaii to Okinawa. The pig arrived at White Beach in Uruma
City on September 27, 1948. This date is known as "The Day the Pig Came from the Sea."

Mixed plates reflect the eating habits of Hawaiian emigrants. In addition to Japan, immigrants who worked on
sugarcane plantations included people from Portugal, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, China, Korea, and other
countries. For lunch on the farm, coworkers from other countries would bring their own bento boxes and
exchange side dishes, allowing us to enjoy foods from many different countries in one bowl. This custom
eventually evolved into the mixed plate (plate lunch), which combines side dishes from various cultures, and
remains a part of Hawaii's unique food culture to this day.

Overseas Migrant Day on June 18th and International Day of Nikkei on June 20th.
This year marks the 125th anniversary of Okinawan immigration to Hawaii, so why not
experience the history and culture of Okinawan immigrants with a mixed plate?
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BREH  The number of materials: 31,091(as of May 11, 2025)
#o0&F materials written in Japanese: 18,153/ % in other languages: 12,938
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Opening hours have changed.
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