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Sea season is here: Protecting a clean sea for the future

~ Protecting the role of the ocean and its abundance ~
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More than 70% of the Earth's surface is covered by
oceans, of which about 97% is salt water. We receive
many benefits from the ocean and our lives are supported
by it. However, in recent years, the marine environment
has been facing serious problems, including marine
pollution (plastic problems), coral bleaching, overfishing,
and acidification.

Some of the enormous amount of plastic waste generated
around the world flows into the ocean and drifts, washing
up on shore in large quantities. Garbage that floats in the
ocean or sinks to the seabed is called "marine debris."
Marine debris has accumulated in large quantities inside
the North Pacific Ocean between Hawaii and California
due to ocean currents and wind, and this area has come
to be known as the "Pacific Garbage Patch." It is said that
its size is more than four times the area of Japan.

Since plastic is man-made, it does not decompose in
nature. Degraded plastic breaks down into small pieces
and floats on the surface of the ocean, while some sinks
into the sea or to the ocean floor. Plastic waste fragments
smaller than 5mm are called "microplastics," and those as
small as grains of sand that cannot be seen with the
naked eye are called "microbeads." Fish may mistake
microplastics for food and ingest them, which may then
pass through the food chain and be ingested by us without
us even knowing it.

The 2024 survey on "The Ocean and the Japanese"
conducted by the Nippon Foundation found that compared
to the survey conducted two years ago, awareness of
ocean issues and the percentage of people who have
taken action to protect the ocean had declined, and the
number of people going to the beach had also decreased.
It's sea season, so why not take a step to learn more
about the importance of the ocean and head out to the
beach?
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BEE  The number of materials: 31,145(as of June 16, 2025)
#0& materials written in Japanese: 18,199 ¥ in other languages: 12,946
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JICA Okinawa Library Open Calendar
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Opening hours have changed.
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