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January 19th: World Toilet Day
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about Toilet : two out of five people still lacked safely services in the world
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Having access to safe toilets is important for maintaining good health, preventing the spread
of infectious diseases, and living a life with dignity. Between 2015 and 2024, an additional
1.2 billion people worldwide gained access to safely managed sanitation facilities (toilets).
As of 2024, 3.4 billion people still lack access to safely managed sanitation facilities and

still 354 million people who do not have a toilet at home or in their neighborhood and have
to relieve themselves outdoors, such as on the roadside or in bushes.

Situations where open defecation is the only option create even more serious problems. To
address this issue, simply installing toilets is not enough. If excrement is not safely disposed
of, people are at risk of diarrhea from contaminated water and infectious diseases
transmitted by flies. Children with weak immune systems in particular are susceptible to
diarrhea, and each year, approximately 444,000 children under the age of five die from
diarrhea worldwide.

November 19th is World Toilet Day, a day designated by the United Nations to encourage
countries around the world to think about toilet-related issues and work to improve
sanitation. Why is the spread of toilets not progressing? There are a number of reasons
behind this, including economic issues, low awareness of hygiene, cultural customs, and
geographical and infrastructure constraints. Based on observing the current situation and
properly understanding the reasons for people's behavior, various approaches and
community-wide efforts are required.
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The Library wiil be closed on Monday 17th November as a substitute holiday for Sun. 16th November “Okinawa

Global

Festa”.
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