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Opening Doors to the World Through Picture Books —Toward a Multicultural Society via "Global Storytelling Sessions"—
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Global Storytelling Sessions (Sekai no Ohanashi-kai) introduce families to different languages and
cultures through stories told by JICA trainees from around the world. Through listening to stories in
unfamiliar languages, both children and adults have opportunities to broaden their perspectives and
develop empathy for people from diverse backgrounds.

At the JICA Okinawa Library, trainees from regions such as Asia, Africa, Latin America, and Oceania
share stories in their native languages, supported by Japanese explanations from library staff,
bringing the cultures and everyday lives of their home countries closer to the audience.

In 2025, Global Storytelling Sessions were held in collaboration with Okinawa International
University at the Okinawa International Cooperation and Exchange Festival, as well as in a special
event at Urasoe City Library celebrating its 40th anniversary with JICA Okinawa. Through these
activities, the JICA Okinawa Library continues its steady efforts toward fostering a multicultural
society.
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