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Natural disasters such as earthquakes and floods are occurring with increasing frequency around the world, and
their impacts continue to grow. In developing regions where social and economic infrastructure is limited, disasters
can deal a severe blow to people’s lives. Drawing on its own extensive experience with natural hazards, Japan
plays an important role in international disaster relief and disaster risk reduction efforts.

When major disasters occur overseas, the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) responds to requests
from affected countries and international organizations by dispatching Japan Disaster Relief (JDR) teams and
providing emergency supplies. Specialized teams—including rescue, medical, and infectious disease experts—
are quickly deployed to support life-saving operations and early recovery.

Within Japan, the Japan Overseas Cooperative Association (JOCA) plays a vital role in long-term recovery.
Founded primarily by former Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers (JOCV), JOCA leverages its nationwide
network to provide continuous, community-focused assistance.

Following the 2024 Noto Peninsula Earthquake and subsequent heavy rainfall, the JOCA Noto Team has
maintained a long-term presence in the affected areas. From managing evacuation shelters to fostering
communities in temporary housing, their work emphasizes human connections to help survivors rebuild their lives
with a sense of purpose (ikigai). Here in Okinawa, JOCA Okinawa staff members have also been actively involved
in these efforts, providing ongoing support to the disaster-stricken areas.
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