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The Hopes of Women Around the World Through Festivals — March 8, International Women’s Day —
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March is a special month for women around the world, marked by festivals and traditions that
celebrate their lives and hopes.

March 8 is recognized by the United Nations as International Women’s Day, which originated from
early 20th-century women’s suffrage movements in the United States and now highlights women’s
achievements globally. In the U.S., March is observed as Women’s History Month.

In Italy, men give mimosa flowers to women on this day, known as “Mimosa Day,” while in India, the
spring festival of Vasant Navaratri honors the energy and power of women over nine days. In Japan,
March 3 is the Peach Festival (Hinamatsuri), a tradition that wishes for the healthy growth of girls,
with peach blossoms believed to ward off evil.

Despite these celebrations, many girls worldwide still face unequal access to education and other

challenges, highlighting the ongoing importance of gender equality, as emphasized in SDG Goal 5.

This season, while wishing happiness for loved ones, we are invited to reflect on the future of girls
everywhere and explore books that deepen our understanding of women'’s lives and cultures.
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BEE  The number of materials: 31,234(as of February 16, 2026)
#0& materials written in Japanese: 18,322 ¥ in other languages: 12,912
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