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Malaria is an infectious disease transmitted by Anopheles mosquitoes. While it was once a common
ailment in Japan until after World War Il, thorough countermeasures led to its eradication—first in
mainland Japan in 1959, and then in Okinawa in 1962 under U.S. administration.

However, malaria remains a global threat, claiming approximately 610,000 lives in 2024 (according
to the latest WHO "World malaria report 2025”). This means that one person dies nearly every
minute, with the African region suffering the highest number of fatalities.

To save those still threatened by this disease, Japanese technology is making a significant
contribution. Here, we introduce the efforts of Japanese companies addressing social challenges
in countries far from home.
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From the Sky (“SORA”):
Drones and Al Against Malaria

SORA Technology Co., Ltd.
(Aichi)

By combining drones and Al,
the company identifies mos-
quito breeding sites and effi-
ciently targets high-risk areas
with insecticides. This innova-
tive system is currently being
implemented across Ghana.
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Just Paint It:
Anti-Mosquito Walls

KANSAI PAINT CO., LTD.
(Osaka)

This specialized paint con-
tains active ingredients that re-
pel and disable mosquitoes
when they rest on walls or ceil-
ings. It effectively prevents in-
door bites and reduces the
transmission of the disease.
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World’s First Long-Lasting
Mosquito Nets

Sumitomo Chemical Co., Ltd.
(Tokyo)

The “Olyset Net” features in-
sect repellent woven into fi-
bers, lasting over five years
even after washing. Distributed
in 80+ countries, local produc-
tion in Tanzania also supports
jobs and community empower-
ment.
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