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Tracing the Journey of the Pioneers Across the Ocean
— 90 Years of Japanese Immigration to Paraguay —
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Paraguay, a landlocked country in the heart of South America, is known for its agriculture and its friendly ties
with Japan. Exactly 90 years ago, in 1936, the first Japanese immigrants—11 families totaling 81 people—
arrived there. Before immigration was interrupted by World War Il in 1941, 123 families and 790 people had
settled in the country.

The settlers cleared tropical forests and developed farmland for crops such as cotton, rice, citrus fruits, and
sugarcane. After the war, more Japanese immigrants arrived and contributed greatly to Paraguay’s agricultural
development.

Today, about 10,000 Japanese immigrants and their descendants live in communities including La Colmena,
Pirap6, and Yguazu. June 18 marks Overseas Migration Day in Japan, and June 20 is International Nikkei Day.
Every June, the JICA Okinawa Library presents exhibitions and related materials reflecting on the dreams and
journeys of those who crossed the ocean to build new lives abroad. We invite you to visit the library this rainy
season and discover new stories and perspectives.
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BE%E  The number of materials: 31,422(as of April 16, 2026)
#0& materials written in Japanese: 18,472 ¥ in other languages: 12,950
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New Arrivals!
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FRE : 75 > X2E French
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