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A Journey Around the World Through Horses :@ In Celebration of World Horse Day (July I 1)

JICA Okinawa
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Few animals have contributed to human progress as deeply and quietly as the horse. In 2025, the United

Nations designated July |l as World Horse Day to celebrate the long partnership between humans and
horses. Here are some fascinating horse-related stories from around the world.
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In ancient Japan, horses were beleved to

carry the gods. The tradition of offering

horses 1o shrines later inspired ema, the

wooden prayer plaques seen ar shrines today.
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Mongolia: The Horse-Head Fiddle

EVINICRBEERLENE THE,

LT 53 HY FF. xDBIEE

. RS TREE) ILbENTVWE T, BEBEOER
P72 7— - FoVLoEHIE. CEEENECRTES

EESYRVHETT, BERTIE. COEBEENHK

AR PZ—FRoaunhy Th-ALEVNTLL D,

In Mongolia, horses are considered a priceless treasure. gm

The horse-head fiddle is linked to a famous legend I%I

about a beloved horse, known in Japan through the
plcture book Suho and the White Horse.
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The Paso Peruano is famous for ifs exceptionally
smooth ride. Riders offen say it is so comfortable that

a glass of wine would not spill while riding.
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Hayagriva is a Hindu deity with a
horse s head. He s honored as a @
symbol of wisdom, learning, and |
knowleqge.

India: Hayagriva
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Kazakhstan: The Birthplace of
Horse Domestication
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Kazakhstan is considered one of the first places
where humans domesticated horses about 5,500
years ago. Horses remain an important part of the
country's food and culture todav.
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The Durbar Festival /s a grand horse parade in
northern  Nigeria. Riders in colorful — costumes
celebrate  with beautifullydecorated horses and
fradiitional music.
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Kyrgyzstan: “A Horse is a Man’s Wings” Sweden: The Dala Horse
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In Kyrgyz culture, horses have long been frusted companions. A The Dala Horse is a traditional wooden horse from Sweden. First
famous saying says, “A horse is a man’s wings,” showing how carved by woodcutters during long winter nights, it reflects the
important horses were fo the nomadic way of life. Even foday, important role horses once played in farming, fravel, and daily fife.
livestock farming remains an importfant part of the countrys Today, it is loved around the world as a symbol of happiness and
economy. good fortune.
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Perhaps the most famous wooden horse in the world is the Trojan Horse from Greek mythology. The
story of warriors hidden inside a giant wooden horse later inspired the term “Trojan horse” in the
digital world, referring to malware disguised as harmless software. From ancient myths to modern
technology, horses have remained a special part of human history and culture.
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