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The Other History Behind World Heritage — A Dark Tourism Perspective
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Many World Heritage sites serve as reminders of human tragedy—from the slave trade and colonialism to
war and environmental destruction. Visiting such sites as part of Dark Tourism helps us learn from past
mistakes and promotes peace and justice for all. In this issue, we introduce key Dark Tourism sites in
developing countries across seven categories.
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From the 156th century onward, millions were forcibly
taken from their homes and deprived of their freedom and
aignity. Sites across Africa and the Pacific bear witness
to the global history and lasting legacy of the slave trade.
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Colonial powers reshaped lands, resources, labor, and
trade to serve their own interests. Historic sites across
the Americas, Africa, and beyond reveal the lasting
impact of colonial rule on people, communities, and
cultural heritage.
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Mining, nuclear testing, and other human activities have
left lasting scars on people and the environment. Potosi
and Bikini Atoll remind us of the long—term consequences
of exploiting both people and nature.
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Sites such as Robben Island and the bridges of Bosnia and
Herzegovina bear witness to discrimination, persecution,
and ethnic conflict—and to the long struggle for freedom,
coexistence, and reconciliation.
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The destruction of the Bamiyan Buddhas and parts of
Palmyra’s ancient ruins shows how cultural heritage can
become a target of intolerance and conflict.
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Despite the international prohibition of genocide, mass
killngs have continued. Memorial sites in Cambodia and
Rwanda preserve the memory of the victims and the
horrors they endured.
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Wars and conflicts in the 20th century left lasting scars
on people and socleties. Mbanza Kongo and the
Viengxay Caves remind us that the impact of war
extends far beyond the battlefield.
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When visiting these sites, we must look beyond their beauty to understand
what happened there and why their history matters today. Learning about
the past allows us to reflect on a more peaceful and just future. The JICA
Okinawa Library offers a wide range of books on the cultural and natural
heritage of developing countries. This autumn, why not look beyond your
next destination and explore its history? We look forward to your visit!
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