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Brewing Change: Japanese Wisdom in Coffee-Growing Regions
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More than a century ago, many Japanese immigrants moved to South American countries such as Brazil and Peru,
working on coffee plantations under harsh conditions. Today, Japan’s connections with coffee—growing regions have
taken many forms. JICA draws on Japanese knowledge and technology to support farmers’ livelihoods, protect the
environment, and strengthen the coffee industry.
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Ethiopia is widely recognized as one of the birthplaces of coffee. In the Belete—Gera area, a precious primary
forest remains, where wild coffee grows naturally. To preserve this ecosystem while supporting local livelihoods,
Initiatives have been introduced to increase the value of wild coffee. In collaboration with a Japanese coffee
company, JICA supports a sustainable approach that promotes both environmental conservation and greater
self-reliance among coffee farmers.
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This grassroots technical cooperation project organized smallholder coffee farmers in Timor—Leste and
supported the establishment of a producers’ cooperative. In collaboration with a Japanese NGO, JICA provided

cultivation guidance and helped establish fair trade marketing channels. By working together in production and
sales, the farmers are working toward greater self-reliance and sustainability.
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Project for Strengthening and Promoting Coffee Value Chain in Rwanda
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In Rwanda, initiatives are underway to strengthen the entire coffee “value chain,” spanning cultivation,
processing, distribution, and sales. By improving quality and strengthening production and processing systems,
JICA supports the development of a framework to increase the value of Rwandan coffée in international markets
and improve farmers’ incomes. By strengthening the coffee industry itself the project aims to promote the
sustainable development of coffee—growing regions.
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October Ist is International Coffee Day. Your next cup of coffee hides historical journeys and modern Japanese
expertise. Visit our library to find books that will help you explore and look at coffee from a whole new perspective.
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Okinawa Global Festa 2026
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