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What Is Tolerance? November 16 — International Day for Tolerance

November 16 is the International Day for Tolerance, established by the United Nations. In today’s diverse society,
what does tolerance really mean? And how can libraries help foster a more tolerant society?

A saying widely attributed to Albert Einstein defines common sense as “a collection of prejudices acquired by age
eighteen.” Although no definitive source confirming it as Einstein’s own words has been identified, it reminds us
that what we consider “normal” or “obvious” may have been shaped by the limited environments and cultures in
which we grew up. When we encounter different cultures, values, or ways of thinking, we may instinctively judge
them by our own standards.

UNESCO’s Declaration of Principles on Tolerance defines tolerance as respect for, acceptance of. and
appreciation of the rich diversity of the world’s cultures, forms of expression, and ways of being human. It also
emphasizes respect for the universal human rights and fundamental freedoms of others. Tolerance, therefore, is
more than simply learning about and enjoying unfamiliar cultures. It begins with recognizing that our own sense of
what is “normal” or “right” is not absolute.

Yet respecting diversity does not mean accepting everything unconditionally. John Locke argued for the
importance of religious tolerance, while Karl Popper’s ‘“paradox of tolerance” reminds us that unlimited tolerance
of Intolerance can threaten a tolerant society. Respecting different values while refiising to overlook discrimination
and violence—and continuing to consider where to draw that line—is also part of tolerance.

Developing tolerance takes practice. We can begin by recognizing our own prejudices and encountering
perspectives different from our own. When someone’s words or actions seem “unacceptable” or “strange,” such
moments can be opportunities to question our unconscious biases and examine our own assumptions.

Our library offers a place to encounter unfamiliar values and perspectives that we might never discover in our
everyday lives or within algorithm—driven online environments. We invite you to explore our collection and find a
book that gently challenges your assumptions—and perhaps gives your ‘common sense’ a new perspective.
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(Quote Investigator® : Common Sense Is Nothing More Than a Deposit of Prejudices Laid Down in the Mind Before Age Eighteen)
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HE=gHEE MEAL Y S — mi=/Open: H~1L (Mon - Sat) 10:00 - 18:00
JICA Okinawa Library Open Calendar RZE/Close : HEE-HLH Sundays & National Holidays
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Sun Mon Tue | Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon | Tue | Wed | Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
22 23 24 26 26 27 28 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
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We are Sorry for.. 11/16 (B) RIEZE&ERZEXHKATT, OIC Library will be closed on 16™ November

1M1A168 (B) BETBD "TEELbERRA - IRTXT4/30) OREATHKRELRY 2T,
The Library wiil be closed on Monday 16th November as a substitute holiday for Sun. 15th November
“Okinawa Global Festa”.
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Our library gives out old books
and magazines for free.
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