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Constitution of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific I
and Cultural Organization

Adopted in London on 16 November 1945 and amended by the General
Conference at its 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 12th, 15th, 17th,
19th, 20th, 21st, 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th and 31st sessions.

The Governments of the States Parties to this Constitution on behalf of
their peoples declare:

That since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace
must be constructed;

That ignorance of each other’s ways and lives has been a common cause, throughout the history
of mankind, of that suspicion and mistrust between the peoples of the
world through which their differences have all too often broken into war;

That the great and terrible war which has now ended was a war made possible by the denial of
the democratic principles of the dignity, equality and mutual respect of
men, and by the propagation, in their place, through ignorance and pre-
judice, of the doctrine of the inequality of men and races;

That the wide diffusion of culture, and the education of humanity for justice and liberty and peace
are indispensable to the dignity of man and constitute a sacred duty which
all the nations must fulfil in a spirit of mutual assistance and concern;

That a peace based exclusively upon the political and economic arrangements of governments
would not be a peace which could secure the unanimous, lasting and sin-
cere support of the peoples of the world, and that the peace must there-
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