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Konnichiwa! | am Sotheavy from Cambodia. | successfully graduated with a Master’s

Degree in Regional Development Studies from Toyo University in 2020 under JDS
Scholarship. This valuable scholarship does provide me the best opportunity to study
in Japan. Therefore, | am thankful to JICA and JICE for having this scholarship.
Through studying at the Course of Regional Development Studies, Toyo University,
I have gained more confidence, competence, and changed my perspective from a
practitioner to be an academic researcher. | strongly recommend this course to my
friends, colleagues, or new students who look for an excellent opportunity to improve
their knowledge and research skill. Thank you!

Ms. Sotheavy, Graduated in fall 2020.

My name is Petlisa Arata Jacob and | come from the tiny but beautiful and
pleasant island of Nauru. As part of the JICA Pacific - LEADS program, | was
enrolled into Toyo University’s Regional Development Studies program. My
studies focused on learning impacts of nutrition-oriented agriculture projects
in Nauru, and being under the RDS program enabled me to achieve this goal.
While studying, | learned many different subjects and took part in hands-on
experiences. For example, as part of both the RDS program and JICA
program, | was able to take part in an internship whereby | lived and worked
in beautiful rural Japan to learn about sustainable agriculture. Learning about
rural agricultural life in Japan allowed me to have a new found love and
respect for sustainable farming. Furthermore, being a part of RDS put me in
the path of meeting so many amazing people who guided me towards my
goal; my amazing supervisor and co-supervisor, other professors who guided
me through the two years of my Masters course, and with like-minded
individuals who we each exchanged lessons and values learned that we
could take back to our home countries. Two years of studying at Toyo
University’s Regional Development Studies program was an honour that | will
always carry with me. To end, | would like to add a quote that | learned during
my two years at Toyo University: “To truly understand people, we must see




life through their eyes”. My years as a student of the RDS program taught me
that in order for me to truly understand if my studies would help people, | first
needed to understand people and their needs. Therefore, | am humbled and
honoured that | could achieve my goals with the help of the JICA Pacific -
LEADS program and Toyo University.

Tubwa Kor Ouwak

Arigato Gozaimasu

Thank you very much.

Ms.Lisa Jacob, Graduated in fall 2020




