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JICA International Intellectual Circulation Program for Space Development (IICP) brings together relevant P
Japanese industry, government, and academia to build a platform for developing human resources who w

will promote the utilization of satellite data and space technology, while also aiming to strengthen personal

networks from a medium- to long-term perspective. To strengthen personal networks, one of the two pillars of the program, JICA IICP
collaborates with Japanese universities and research institutes, local governments, private companies, and overseas space-related
organizations to conduct activities such as tours of space-related facilities, opinion exchange meetings, and participation in
international conferences. In this Winter issue, we report on three of these activities. e T T

“"%”‘ Retreat trip in Fukui

From 16 to 18 September 2025, the Fukui Retreat was held in
cooperation with Fukui Prefecture. The three-day study tour focused
on understanding examples of space development projects
undertaken by the prefecture, visiting related facilities, and
exchanging opinions with university researchers and private-sector
engineers. Since 2015, Fukui Prefecture has been promoting an
industry-academia-government collaboration initiative aimed at
establishing the prefecture as a space industry hub. The
space-related government officials from emerging space nations
who participated in the retreat are researching how to use satellite
data and space technology to solve problems in their own countries.
Through visits and lectures at space-related companies and
universities in Fukui Prefecture, they were deeply impressed by the
development of Fukui's regional space industry ecosystem through
industry-government-academia collaboration; moreover, they
commented that it would be useful in their home countries. JICA
Hokuriku also reported on this activity on its official website.

Further details (Japanese version only): https://www.jica.go.jp/domestic/hokuriku/information/topics/2025/1574683_65776.html

Rgﬂ Thailand Space Expo 2025

The Thailand Space Expo 2025, organized by the Geo-Informatics and Space Technology
Development Agency (GISTDA), was held in Bangkok from 16 to 18 October 2025. This annual
exhibition focuses on business prospects in the fields of space technology and geographic
information science (GIS), where the latest trends were shared. As part of the JICA IICP
program, Mr. Waruth Pojsilapachai, a doctoral student at Hokkaido University’s graduate
school from the Royal Irrigation Department (RID), and Mr. Yootthapoom Potiracha, a doctoral
student at Kyoto University’s graduate school from GISTDA, spoke at an event held at the
Japan Pavilion. Mr. Pojsilapachai spoke on “Remote Sensing Utilization Related to Water
Management,” while Mr. Potiracha spoke on “Citizen Science and Learning Communities:
Linking ITK with Data and Technology.”

Waruth POISILAPACHAI
PiD. Stedent, Groduahe Schosl of Engineering
Hokkaide University

Thailand Space Expo 2025 Further details: https:/tsx.gistda.or.th/index.php



(APRSAF-31)

The 31st Annual Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Regional Space Agency
Forum (APRSAF-31) was held in Cebu, Philippines, from 18 to 21
November 2025, co-hosted by the Philippine Space Agency (PhilSA), the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT),
and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA). APRSAF is a forum
for concrete discussions on international cooperation in space activities,
and includes five working groups (Satellite Applications, Enhancement
of Space Capability, Space Education, Space Frontier, and Space Policy
and Law) and Space Industry Workshop. International cooperation
projects aimed at resolving shared regional issues, such as disasters
and the environment, are also being implemented.

The APRSAF-32 is scheduled to be held in Thailand in 2026, and the
APRSAF-33 in Fukuoka, Japan, in 2027. JICA IICP will continue to work
toward holding more fruitful sessions at these annual meetings.

The 31st Session of the Asia- Paclflc Reglonal Space Agency Forum

JICA IICP hosted a special session with the Enhancement of Space Capability
Working Group (SCWG) for the first time. This session, held with the
cooperation of PhilSA, JAXA, GSITDA, Vietnam National Satellite Center
(VNSC), National Research and Innovation Agency of Indonesia (BRIN),
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, Keio University, Tokyo University of
Marine Science and Technology, Kyushu Institute of Technology, University of
the Philippines, and Space BD Corporation, included keynote speeches and
presentations on each country's initiatives, sharing information on the latest
space human resource development measures. In the afternoon, a group
discussion was held on the theme of "Challenges and Needs in Space
Industry Human Resource Development in the Asia-Pacific Region."
Participants were divided into four groups (capacity development, data
utilization, policy, and space development). These group work sessions were
led by government officials who have completed the JICA Knowledge
Co-Creation Program and are currently active in their home countries, leading
to lively exchanges of opinions. Furthermore, at each APRSAF working group
meeting and plenary session, abovementioned JICA alumni members were
seen giving presentations on their country's space policies and priorities, and
they also deepened their interactions with current JICA IICP members,
making this an annual meeting that strengthened the network in the region.

APRSAF-31 Further details: https://www.aprsaf.org/annual_meetings/aprsaf31/meeting_details.php

Calendar of Events Related to IICP

H Retreat trip in Fukuoka
February 2026, Fukuoka, Japan

Hl New JICA scholarship students arrive in Japan
From April 2026



