Water

. Realizing Human Security and SDGs

I The Importance of Water in realizing Human Security

Access to water and sanitation is essential for human survival, and the United
Nations has declared it to be a human right. However, more than 500,000 people,
mainly infants, die each year from water-borne diseases, and 50% of cases of low
birth weight and malnutrition are related to water and sanitation issues. Water and
sanitation also support people's lives, and securing water resources and a healthy
water environment is essential for maintaining livelihoods, including economic
activities, securing irrigation water, and fishing. Furthermore, the perspectives of
gender and inequality are also important, and the labor of fetching water is a major
burden for women, who are the main bearers of this work, and it often involves
danger. In this way, securing water resources and water supply are important
development issues that are directly linked to human security.

I JICA's contribution through applying of its Human Security approach

» JICA will identify the threats (water shortages, water-fetching labor, etc.) and downside risks
(droughts, disasters, etc.) that people face that undermine their lives, livelihoods, and dignity,
and work to address them.

* JICA will promote initiatives that take into account the protection of vulnerable groups, the poor,
indigenous people, etc., and implement projects that benefit all people, taking care not to
exclude anyone who has limited access due to economic, ethnic, religious, or institutional
reasons.

* JICA will combine top-down “protection” to protect people from threats, and bottom-up
“empowerment” to strengthen people's ability to make their own choices in response to threats.
JICA will improve water supply services and facilities from the perspective of protection, and
raise awareness of the people about the importance of using safe water from the perspective of
empowerment. Integrated water resources management leads to increased resilience against
threats such as drought. JICA will cooperate through protection by promoting consensus
building and implementing measures by the government, and empowerment by involving
residents of the watershed as stakeholders in solving water problems.

I Contribution to the SDGs

It contributes to the achievement of SDG Goal 6 “Ensure access to water and sanitation

Lol for all”, especially the following the SDGs targets

6.1 : Safe and affordable drinking water
6.4 : Increase water use efficiency and ensure freshwater supplies
6.5 : Implement integrated water resources management

CASE

Delivery of safe and affordable drinking
water in South Sudan :

In Juba, South Sudan, many people relied on untreated Nile
River water due to underdeveloped water infrastructure. Since
2008, JICA has been contributing to ensuring the sustainable
delivery of water services in the Juba urban area by formulating
a master plan, constructing water supply facilities, and
developing capacity in institutional management and the
operation and maintenance of these facilities, in collaboration
with the government and the urban water corporation.
Furthermore, by raising awareness among residents about the
importance of using safe tap water, JICA has helped deliver
safe water to 400,000 people.

Citizens come with yellow polyethylene "jerry cans"
in hand to purchase water at public taps.
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