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Local community where we live now



Sky view just after 2020 Bush Fire in Australia. Fumiko Noguchi 2020



How can we make a local community 
sustainable, resilient and livable 
place for all and future generations? 

• More frequent and intensified climate change induced disasters

• Estimation of over 32million internal displacement in the world in 2022 
(IDMC 2022). 

• Climate change induced disasters impacts increases the existing gaps 
(social, economic, cultural and political)

• Increasing uncertain factors for community development - In-/outflow 
of diverse human mobility patterns (short/long term, permanent, 
internal and international) and diverse people with complicated 
challenges

Diversity, complexity and uncertainty



Imitation of 
conventional 

scientific 
approach



How can we solve the problems that is not 
solved easily? 



Rising global debate on the importance of 
indigenous and local people’s participation

• Adaptive approach is needed for an effective and realistic solution 
(Kingsford 2017, Stankey 2005) 

• Integral component of adaptive approach is multi-stakeholder 
partnership - planning, designing, implementing and evaluation. 



Their participation is important

Subject whose rights must be protected

They must be protected from the adverse impact of development

Agent who hold indigenous/local knowledge 

Highlighting the importance of indigenous and local knowledges which 
know, understand and utilise the local natural resources and ecosystem 
services (Nursey-Bray et al., 2022; UNESCO, 2018; IPCC 2022 



Necessity of fair and equal 
partnerships between indigenous 
peoples and experts, but not easy 

• Prerequisite for integration of 
indigenous/local knowledge into 
community development is the fair and 
equal dialogical and collaborative 
process where indigenous/local peoples 
can work with experts fairly and equally. 

• Such fairness and equality cannot be 
easily ensured by just placing all 
stakeholders together on the same 
table/in the same place. 



Challenges in fair and equal partnerships



Current policy framework for 
indigenous/local people’s participation

• Most of the current available policy frameworks are to minimise
the aversive development impact, based on FPIC (Free, Prior and 
Informed Consent in the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (2007) (e.g. WB and JICA)

• Indigenous/local peoples are recognised as the subject whose 
rights are protected, not facilitating their participation  as the 
agent who hold the indigenous/local knowledge. 

• Very few frameworks or guidelines are available for facilitating a 
process of fair/equal dialogue and collaboration between 
indigenous/local community peoples and experts 









i. Difference in nature of knowledges
Modern Scientific 

Knowledge
Indigenous/Local 

Knowledges

Explanatory Observatory/story

General Contextual

Explicit Tacit

Verbal and cognitive Bodily, intuitive, non-
cognitive

Syllogism/deductive Holistic/inductive 



ii. Issue of power around knowledges

Researchers and 
governments are right and 

correct

Something urban and 
modern looks cool

Something traditional and 
old is outdated

Professors, researchers, 
graduate and university 
students are convincing 

Women, LGBTQ, ethnic 
minorities, indigenous 

peoples, children, youth –
they should be quiet



salmon鮭 (saké)

whale 鯨 (kujira)

rights 権利 (kenri)

indigenous peoples 先住民族 (senjyuminzoku)

irankarapute (Ainu) こんにちは (konnichiwa) 

hello

(‘Let me touch your heart’) 

iii. Languages



iv. Overlooking where you are standing (knowledge 
paradigm)



Knowledge is shaped by the one who holds the 
agency in knowing and understanding (mostly 
experts)

• Indigenous Knowledge is scientisised by experts, through 
particularlised, verified and generalised from the views and value of 
modern scientific knowledge. (Agrawal, 2002)

• A part of knowledge is cut-off, modified to fit into the scientific 
knowledge, then indigenous/local knowledge is redefined and 
reproduced within scientific knowledge paradigm (→ Epistimological
inferiority of indigenous knowledge still remains.)



v. No one knows how both indigenous and local 
knowledges are effective to climate change

• Indigenous and local peoples are losing/lost their knowledge 
and practice in colonisation, assimilation and modernisation.

• No one has experienced this level and intensity of disasters 
before – what was effective in the past may not be relevant 
to the situation now. 

-> Joint effort is required, involving un-learning, re-
learning and new learning by both indigenous and experts.



6 Steps for indigenous knowledge 
integration to community development



Role of 
coordinators 
(translators)

1. Set aside 
what I learnt 
for some time

6. Co-decide what 
knowledge is relevant

5. Dialogue, 
test and 
error 
together

4. Finding a 
common 
language

3. Mutually un-
learn and re-learn

2. Mutually 
stepping in the 
context of others

Noguchi (2022)



Thank you and Arigatou

Shimane, Japan by Fumiko Noguchi  2023
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