
Same Migratory Journey, 
Different Dreams: Insecurities 
in the Logical Gaps

G r a c i a  L i u - F a r r e r

W a s e d a U n i v e r s i t y

J I C A  O g a t a  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  

K n o l w e d g e F o r u m

J u n e  1 3 ,  2 0 2 5



Migration is a multiple stakeholder event: Different 
actors, diverse logics/goals

Source Governments

• Developmental goals

• Remittances

• Skill attainments

• Employment/social 

pressure

Receiving governments

• Fill labor/skill shortages

• Reproductive imperatives

• No social burden or 

political backlash

• Humanitarian concerns

Employers
• Labor needs
• Cost concerns

Migrants and families

• Individual aspirations

• Remittances

• Skill accumulation

• Education/career oppt.

• Lifestyle/adventure

• Family economy

• SecuritiesMigration industry
• Profit
• Social 

responsibilities



The neoliberal orientation in Japan’s recent immigration 
and refugee policy

Neoliberal 
nationalism 
(Joppke 2021). 

… … immigration and citizenship are 
judged according to the evaluation 
of the worthiness of individuals… …

Differentiated treatments of migrants 
based on so-called skill levels

Employment-based admissions

Temporary labor regime

Neoliberal 
humanitarianism. 
(Liu-Farrer, 
Pearlman and Al-
Masri, 2025). 

… …a logic according to which states 
seek to reduce refugees’ suffering while 
also viewing them as a potentially 
profitable workforce responsible for 
their own integration and economic 
survival… …

Accepting out of humanitarian concerns;

Receiving with non-refuge statuses

Employment-oriented settlement



Social construction of skill and the disfunctional 
neoliberalism in an ethnonationalist context
• Social construction of skill (Liu-Farrer 2021, 2025)

• Who decides the value and utility of labor as well as skills?

Racialization of skills; dehumanizing human capital

• Japan’s domestically oriented employment and training system:

• Immigrants are being measured against the non-immigrants, therefore 

• The legally determined socioeconomic positions

• The persistent deskilling in temporary labor migration

• Individual migrants bear the costs



Aeran Chung, E., Draudt, D. and Tian, Y., 2024. The developmental migration state. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 50(3), pp.637-656.



Migrant securities and a co-developmental 
perspective
• Better social contracts?

• A longer-term vision of transnational skill co-development

• Social construction: Skill’s development through mobility 

• Immigrants vs temporary designated labor force



Thank you!

g l f ar rer@waseda .Jp
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