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International Movement Frameworks

11951 Refugee Convention

Defined refugee rights after World War II. Established non-refoulement 

principle.

2 1967 Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees

Removed geographic and temporal restrictions. Expanded protections 

globally.
31990 International Convention on the Protection of the 

Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families

Protected migrant workers’ and their family’s rights. 

Addressed labor exploitation concerns. 4 2000 Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime

Tackled human trafficking. Criminalized smuggling networks.

52016 New York Declaration

Created comprehensive refugee response framework. Established political 

commitment.
6 2018 Global Compacts

on Refugees : international cooperation on refugee protection and support.

for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration : coordinated approach to 

migration.



New York Declaration

The commitment of the international community to strengthen solidarity with refugees 

and migrants and improve the way we respond to large movements of refugees and 

Migrants. 

We reaffirm and will fully protect the human rights of all refugees and migrants, 

regardless of status; all are rights holders

Though their treatment is governed by separate legal frameworks, 

refugees and migrants have the same universal human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

They also face many common challenges and have similar vulnerabilities, 

including in the context of large movements.



Human Security

Source: JICA Ogata Sadako Research Institute for Peace and Development. 2024. 
Overview of Human Security today No.2. 
https://www.jica.go.jp/english/jica_ri/research/pickup/humansecurity/__icsFiles/afiel
dfile/2024/09/05/JICA_HST_2_summary_EN_web.pdf

◼ Protecting individuals' right to life, livelihood, and human dignity

◼ Empowering individuals, organizations, and societies to increase their 
capabilities to realize their potential

◼ Building resilient societies (systems) that can protect themselves against 
various threats.

https://www.jica.go.jp/english/jica_ri/research/pickup/humansecurity/__icsFiles/afieldfile/2024/09/05/JICA_HST_2_summary_EN_web.pdf
https://www.jica.go.jp/english/jica_ri/research/pickup/humansecurity/__icsFiles/afieldfile/2024/09/05/JICA_HST_2_summary_EN_web.pdf


de Haas, H. (2021). A theory of migration: the aspirations-capabilities framework. 
Comp Migr Stud, 9(1), 8. 

The World Bank. (2023). World Development Report 2023: Migrants, Refugees, 
and Societies (A World Bank Group Flagship Report)

◼ Conceptualize movement as a function of people’s aspiration and 
capabilities to move within perceived structures

◼ Integrates agency and structure in understanding movement 
processes

Aspiration and Capabilities framework Match and Motive Matrix

◼ Degree of match between skills and needs of the destination country

◼ When the match is week and the motive is fear, the challenge is how    
to sustainable share the costs internationally.

◼ When the match is strong and the motive is opportunity, movers, the 
origin and destination countries stand to gain sustainability. 
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